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Objet# not (Reader) 'ga inf the Title- Page, 
Turn o'er the Leaves, obſerve, if you be ſage : 
From whence you may-find, 

| If you have a Mind, 
True LOV 4 tender d to your Immortal SO U L, 
Which from the Guilt of Sin will make you Whos; ; 
And from this Vale of Woe and Milery, 
Safely convey you to Eternity. 


Sank the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have Eternal Life, and hi are 
they which teſtiſy of me. Bleſſed is the Man that doth meditate good Things „4 
in Wiſdom; and that reaſoneth of holy Things by his Underſtanding: Whoſo il 
is Wiſe will ponder theſe Things, and they ſhall underfiand the loving Kind- 1 
nels of the Lord, S. Fohn v. 39. Eccleſ. xiv. 20. Pſal. cvii. 43. | | | [i 
| 
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TO THE 


* 


HonoURABLE SOC IETI 


O K 
Reformation of MANN E K &. 


CAAIsTIIN MoniITORS 

T is with more Readineſs and Chearfulneſs that I willingly exhibit this 

Book to the Publick, as being afforded ſo happy an Opportunity of uſnering 

it Abroad with a Dedication ſo ſuitable to its Subj ct, and my Intention 
herein: I mean, That there is ſuch a Society to addreſs myſelf to, whoſe Title de- 
notes a tender Regard for the Honour of God and Promotion of Piety ; which is 
the only Thing I aim at by this Publication : And with ſo much the more Pleaſure, 
wort by Gentlemen, do I mention your Society, by how much the more Ludable, 
and expedient ſuch Endeavours are in theſe unhappy Days, wher-in the Meaſure 
of Iniquity is almoſt come to the Full. We can't but with inexpreſſible Sorrow be- 
hold the great Predominancy of Vice, and how very difficult it is to perſuade Man- 
kind to be Happy; neither could we ſcarce think it credible, were it not evident, 
that Human Nature ſhouid be fo ſtrongly bent upon its own Ruin, as being ſo di- 
rectly contrary to its natural Inclination and End of Creation. It is natural for 
us to deſire Happineſs, but alas! we will be our own Chuſers, and that ir is that 
brings us to Deliruction; we reject the Paths of God, and will not obey his Coun- 
ſel, and hence it is, we become of all Creatures the moſt Miſerable: To be in- 
firumental therefore in reclaiming a Sinner from the Error of his Ways, is worthy 
the Concern of the greateſt Monarch; and which, as it is of all other Things the 


moſt Noble, ſo is it alſo the moſt difficult; Men will hardly be perſuaded to for- 
fake their Sins by Counſel, and the Mind, if ic will not be led, it cannot be forced 
to the Love of Piety; ir may indeed. be reſttained from Vice, yet cannot be com- 
pelled to embrace Virtue : The chief Difficulty therefore conſiſts in making a Sin- 
ner ſenſible that he is in an Error, and the Danger attending it, if perſiſted ia. He, 
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a. The DEDicartion. 


3 very unwilling to hear of Mortification and the Neceſlity of partin g with his dar: 


ling Vices; #bis, in his Opinion, is to deprive him of all the Pleaſures of Life 
which ſolely conſiſts in the Gratificat ion of his ſenſual Appetites, which he is very 
unwillingly perſuaded to part with, for the Sake of Others which are not ſo ſenſi. 
bly perceived by the outward Senſes, Hence the wiſer and more crafty Reprobates, 
or Philoſophers in Senſuality, are induced to cavil at Religion, and declare againſt 
its Neceſſity, by denying a futureReckoning or the Immortalicy of the Soul : than 
ehich, there is nothing more abſurd and injurious to believe. But upon what 
Foundation is this Hypotheſis built? Verily, upon Impudence and Preſumption; 
they will not believe it, Why? Becauſe they can't comprehend it: But the Truth 
is, they Will not believe it, becauſe they are unwilling to forſake their Sins. Whe- 
ther we ſhall more properly call theſe Objects of Compaſſion or Cenſure, I wot not; 
certain I am, they are the worſt of Enemies to their own Souls, and ought carefully 
to be ſhuned by others: Would it be of Service to them to ſhew the Abſurdity of 
what they boldly affirm, it might eaſily be done, provided Reaſon and Prudence 
may be admitted to judge of Things prudent or imprudent, proper or 1mproper, 
which, if they deny, it would be in vain to reaſon with Fools or Madmen, about 
Things neceſſary or unneceſſary, lawful or unlawful. I ſay then, That Religion 
denys no one the Pleaſures of Life, but whatſoever it prohibits, is prejudicial to 
Human Nature, and condemned by Reaſon and Prudence : And now, where I pray 
you, is the Injury of Religion ? What Happineſs-therefore does the Reprobate gain 


to himſelf, by deſpiſing Religion? Yea rather, what Miſery and Sorrow does he 


not procure ? He becomes a Slave to his own corrupt Paſſions, which is the work 
of Drudgery ; and loſes the true Happineſs of whatſoever Things he enjoys, by ex- 
pecting to find more Pleaſure and Satisfaction in them than they can afford: He is 
daily toſſed about from Place to Place as his evil Inclinations leads him, and always 
diſappointed in his Hopes, which adds new Torment to his Sorrow; He is like the 
troubled Sea when it cannot reft, whoſe Waters cafl out Mire and Dirt; there is no 
Peace, ſaith my God, fo the Wicked : Nothing anſwers his Expectation, neither 


could the whole Wor'd make him Happy, any more than it can his Maſter, Satan, 


whom he ſerves. I ask therefore once more: What does a Perſon gain by bein 
an Infidel? Or, what does he loſe by being a Belieyer ? Since he is hereby faced 
of nothing but what Reaſon and Diſcretion prohibites, and enjoys the true Pleaſures 
of Liſe, by conſidering what is to be expected from them, and how they are to be 
us d: I would rather ſay therefore; What does a Perſon not gain by being a 
Chriftian i And what does he not loſe by being an Atheiſt? The One looks for a 
State of Immortality Hereaſter, where, if there be one, he ſhall live and rejoyce 
for ever; but if there be none; yet if he don't receive conſiderable Joy, even from 
the very Hope of ſuch a State, which it has a natural Tendency to cauſe, at leaſt, 
he has loſt nothing by believing it, and living eorreſpondent thereto ; but the 
Other, I mean the Atheift, has no Hope beyond the Grave; an Eternal Annibila- 
tion is his Dependance; in which, if he ſhould be, deceiy'd, alas ! he is loſt and 
undone for ever; Eternal Miſery is his Portion, and Everlaſting Torments the Re- 
ward of his Infidelity: Therefore, upon a bare Suppoſition of an Exiſtence Here- 
after, and future Rewards and Puniſhments, as the different Portions of the Righ- 
teous and the Wicked; Reaſon and Prudence would require us always ſo to live, as 
to nrepare for the One, and provide againſt the Other; and the bare Probability of 
Poſſibility of theſe Things, is a ſufficient Argument hereto. Therefore, 


If there be a Heaven, it is worthy to be ſought . 
But if none, yet Heaven is a pleaſing Thought « 
: While 


Thus v 
alſo ha 
of the 
phane 
Days, 


ſelling 


for can 
be ple: 
propha 
now is 
Morni 
tbem 
of the 
poſitio 
in Reef 
ing an 
in a C 
and ge 
of loſi u 
who e 
would 
wretct 
courag 
into A 
berwei 
fome | 
and H 
Reſpet 
Day a 
thereo 
yer hc 


origin 


ing th 
to the 
this Si 
Piet * 
gour, | 
which 
parat i 
what 
but n 
witho 
might 
which 
how! 
Care, 


ſelling Mackarel upon the Sabbath, how vilely is the Sacred Day thereby abus d! 


original Deſign of that Cuſtom ; why is the whole Day employ'd herein? Neglect- 


what an amazing Alteration ſhould we find! Chriſtianity then conſiſted in Practice, 


might be reſtored her again, when Chriſtianity appeared in its due Luſtre; of 


While Hell i Horror our Minds doth fill, | - 


= 


How «pe with Care from thence may be preſerv d fill. : 


Thus we ſee the great Folly and Danger of rejecting and deſpiſing Religion; which 
alſo has a natural Tendency to make Men rebellious and diſobedient to the Laws 
of the Land: For, from whence proceeds the vile and moſt odious Cuſtom of Pro- 
phane Swearing and Curling, molt ſhocking to be heard, ſo very common in theſe 
Days, but from a Contempt of the Law prohibiting it? So likewiſe, the Cuſtom of 


for can we ſuppoſe that it was ever intended by Chriſtianity, that Neceſſity ſhould 
be pleaded to countenance this Vice, whereby the Lord's Day is moſt ſhamefully 
prophaned by the carrying and crying Fiſh about upon the ſame, as the Manner 
now is; Diſturbing the Congregation in Time of Divine Service and Sermon, both 
Morning and Afternoon, with their Bawling and Noiſe, as I myſelf bave heard 
them | Surely, this is a very groſs Abuſe of Chriſtianity, and nd leſs a Prophanation 
of the Sabbath, and therefore moſt juſtly deſerves to be duly puniſhed : What Dif- 
poſition can we ſuppoſe, they muſt have to Piety or Obedience to God's Commands 
in keeping the Sabbath Holy, while their Thoughts is wholly taken up about Bay- 
ing and Selling? Profit and Gain? A Practice this, horrible to be thought upon 
in a Chriſtian Country; That the Sabbath ſhould be made a Market Day to Sell 
and get Gain! This ig indeed to labour for the Meat which periſteth, at the Expence 
of lofing that which is Eternal. Neither do I think their Crime to be much inferior 
who encourage them by their Cuſtom, to go on in their Practice, which otherwiſe 
would be prevented, becauſe, were there no Buyers, there could be no Sellers: O 
wretched Minds of Human Nature, no Wickedneſs is ſo great, but meets with En- 
couragement ! and by having a little Indulgence given ir, preſently degenerares. 
into Abuſe, and increaſes to a grievous Crime: Neither is there any Compariſon 
between the Neceſſity of crying Mackarel about upon the Sabbath and Mile, 'as 
ſome have objected: Mercy to the Brute Beaſts requires that they ſhould be milk'd, 
and Human Neceſlity commands it, for Babes muſt be fed with Milk : But in what 
Reſpe& does Fiſh ſerve to this Purpoſe ? Can't the Want of it be endured for one 
Day at leaſt? How then is it for almoſt the whole Lear? But if the Neceſſity 
thereof muſt needs be pleaded for, from antient Cuſtom (impious enough indeed) 
yer how is it that the Morning is not thought ſufficient hereto, as intended by the 


ing their Church and Duty to God, directly contrary to all Reverence and Regard 
to the Law of God, and to the great Scandal of Chriſtianity : But the true Cauſe of 
this Sin, as well-as Others ſo much abounding among us, proceeds from a Want of 
Piety, or a due Senſe of our Duty to God: Chriſtianity has loſt its Spirit and Vi- 
gour, and ſcarcely any One ſufficiently ſeeks to defend her Cauſe againſt the Enemy 
which is an Unhappineſs that can't be too much lamented. Should we take à com- 
parative View of the Primitive Age of Chriſtianity with our own ; Good God! 


but now in Precept, or rather in Name: They had the Power of Godlineſs, bur 
we the Shadow: Theirs was Practical, Ours is Speculative: Surely then, it is not 
without juſt Reaſon that our Church wiſhes, That the ancient Diſcipline and Piety 


which let us here take a ſummary View, and we ſhall be the better able to judge 
how far we are fallen from the Piety once practiſed by the Saints: Their greateſt 


Care, I mean, the Primitive Chriſtians, was, To fear God, and keep his Commands 
| 8 | ment: * 
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ments: Holineſs was their Ornament, and the Love of Virtue their Crown of Re- 
Joycing : They were like People that had their Portion in Heaven, and thither their 
Thoughts were continually bent: Their Pomp lay all in Piety, and their Bravery, 


in making thei; Souls rich in Faith, and beautiful in good Works: They thought, 


That where ſo much Coſt, Time, and Pains was beſtowed upon the outward Man, 
the Inward was in Danger of being too much neglected; therefore their chief Carg 
was to provide the Cloathing of Holineſs for their Souls; and Men were eſteemed 
Great in Proportion to their Imp ovement in Piety and good Works: This preſent 
Liſe was the Jeaft Thing they minded, while Eternity and future Happineſs 
was continually in their View; yet not negligent of Induſtry, they were 
always ready to Communicate to Others of the Profit of their Labours : Their 
Words were few, yet expreſſive of many Things, and their Thoughts were 
Noble and Great: Heaven was the Subject of their Meditation, and how to obtain 
a Crown of Glory, their chief Delight: The Name, Chyiftian, was always charm- 
Ing to them; and in this lovely Title, all their Diſtinctions and Degrees of Honour 
were levelled : Chrift was All in All to them, and that they were Chriſtians, was 
That wherein they triumph'd above all other Dignities whatſoever : O ! how were 
they delighted beyond Expreſſion, at the glorious Name, the Name of the Cruci- 
Fed Feſus! His Sufferings and Death raiſed their Souls beyond the Bounds of this 
World, and filled them with unſpeakable Love and Admiration : His Paſſion and 
Crucifiction, was their aſtoniſhing Amazement, and how to copy after his noble Ex- 
ample, was their principal Care and Diligence; by this, they learn'd to deſpiſe the 
World, with the vain Pomp and Glory thereof, and counted all Things but Droſs 
and Dung for the excellent Knowledge of Jeſus Chrift, and Him Crucified. Death 
was a pleaſiug Subject to them, they eſteemed it as a kind Companion that would 
releaſe them out of Priſon, and ſet them at Reſt : Nothing pleaſed them better, 
than the Thoughts of leaving this World, as being to them the Beginning of Eter- 
nal Joy: The Holy Sacrament they daily receiv'd, as the principal Food to nou- 
riſn them up to immortal Life: The Sabbaths they obſerv'd with all Reverence 

accordiag to the Commandment ; and their Meals were mixt with heavenly Diſ- 
. ecurſes, about the Supper of the Lamb which taketh away the Sins of the World, 
Ionging after that glorious Day, when they ſhould eat Bread in the Kingdom of 
God : O happy Time! when they ſhould enter into the Society of the Bleſs'd, and 
Fog eternal HolleJujihsto the King immortal ! The Afflictions of this World, they 
bore with all Patience and Chearfulneſs, and the more greivous they were, ſo 
much the greater was their Hope that they would prove Meſſengers of Peace to 
them, by hafiening them forward in their Journey to the heavenly Feruſalem 2 
The more they were perſecuted, the greater was their Joy, has haſtening ſo much 
The faſter to their Crown of Glory and Haven of eternal Reſt. Their Hoſpitality 
was loving and kind towards all, and a Chriſtian Stranger they always eſteemed 
as a Brother, who, altho* they had never ſeen before, yet they p:eſently knew 
him to be of their Society and one of their B ethren in the Lord , this appear'd by 
Reaſon of his Bebaviour and Carriage, his Aſp-& and Demeanor, which beſpeak 
ſomething Noble and Divine :o b in his Mind. Thus they J'ved, fo as always 
to be prepared for Death, and ready to lay down their Lives for their Ma- 
Ner's Honour: When Neceſſity re quired, they haftened with Meekneſs and Joy to 
the Place of their Martrydom, and wirhout expreſſing any Inpatienc? or Fear, 
readily ſubmitred themſelves into the Hands of their Executioners ; reſtifying their 
Inward Tranquillity, by their Viſage and Smiles of their Countenance; with 
Eyes lifted vp towards Heaven, viewing there by Faith, the Glory they were 
. | ET pe oa. %% n 
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The DEDICATION. v 
haſlening to enjoy ; thus they delivered up their Souls to God, with Prayers for 
their Murderers. If any were impriſoned for Chriſt's Sake, they never wanted the 
Aſſiſtance of others, or conſolotary Advice, to relieve and comfort them in their 
Diſtreſs, and ſtrengthen their Faith and Confid nce in God: No Place or Dun- 
geon, how dark or loathſome ſoever, could reſtrain their Congreſſion or Coming 
to them; and being come, O! how ſweetly did they Comfort them under their 
Affliction, and chear them in their Diſtreſs ! Their D:ſcourſe was all Conſolotary 
and Divine: Heaven was their Subject, Chriſt and his Sufferings their Medita- 
tion; and eternal Joy, the Treaſure they encouraged each other patiently to wait 
for: Pſalms and Hymns, were their Songs of Mirch ; and the Celebration of the 
of the Holy Eucbariſt, the Tokens of their Love and Unanimity : Thus they 
comforted and ſtrengthened the Attifted againſt human Frailey, and made them 
more willingly embrace Death than the Offers of Life : Poverty, how much ſoever 
the Fears of it oppreſs'd others, driving them to Diſperation and Deſtruction, 
nothing concern'd them; they were not ſolicitious about the Things of this World, 
but had learn'd to be content in any Station of Life, and well knew by Experi- 
ence, That Man liv'd not by Bread alone, but by the Power of God: They confi» 
dered that they had no continuing City here; but ſought One to come, eternal in 
the Heavens; there it was they laid up all their Treaſure, well knowing, That they 
ould reap the Fruits thereof in due Seaſon : To be ſolicitious about laying up much 
Goods for many Years in this World, they thought was very unbecoming a Chriſ- 


tian, who is commanded by the Lord of Life, to ſet bis AﬀeF tons on Things 


Above, not on Things on the Earth ; and that Man's Life cooſiſteth not in the 
Abundance of the Things of this World, But baving Food and Raiment, «we ou 
be therewith Content; and take up our Croſs, and follow Cbriſt: They were 
willing to forſake all for his Sake, having Regard to the Promiſe of obtaining far 

reater Riches, than any this World could afford: Thus was their Care to provide 
2 Fut urity, while they eſteem'd this World as an Inn, wherein there Continu- 
ance would be but as it were for a Moment in R- ſpect to the Eternity they long d 
after: They eſteem'd gaudy and pompous Apparel, as utterly Unneceſſary; and 
abhored uſing many adventitious Ornaments, as Patching, Painting, and the like; 
which they efteem'd greatly ſinſul, as acculing God of Iqmperfection in his Work- 
manſhip; We are not, ſays Tertullian, To ſeek after Neatneſs and Finery 
% beyond what is ſimple and ſufficient, and what pleaſes God: And, ſays, St. 
Cyprian, ©* To be over Neat, is to reform what God has formed ; and to dif- 
** figure that Body which he has made after his own Image: That ſuch has 
Cauſe to Fear, leaſt at the dreadful Day of Judgment, God ſhould reject them 
for being diſcontented wich his Workmanſhip, and divide them their Portion 
with Satan, whoſe evil Spirit, the Spirit of Pride, they have hearkened to, in bee 
ing over trim and neat, and ſeeking to make themſelves more beautiful by Painting 
and Patching, c. than they naturally were: They thought it was moltly be- 
coming Chriſtians to be content with what God in his infinite Wiſdom thought 


proper to give them, and nat fludy to invent an adulterate Beauty, which even ta 


chaſte Perſons, oft-times proves a deſtructive Snare: Therefore, Tertullian, 
adviſes, *© That Chriſtians ſhould cloath themſelves with the Silks of Haneliy, 
** the fine Veſtures of Piety, and the Purple of Modeſiy ,”” for theſe are the 
Ornaments which are truly beautiful, and renders a Perſon acceptable in 
the Eyes of God. They were careful about nothing more than how to keep a Con- 
ſciene void of Offence towards God and Man; their Beauty conſiſted in the Vier- 
tues of the Mind; 4 meek and quiet Spirit, they knew, was of great Prize in tha 
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vi The DR DICAT ION. 
Sight of God. They carefully avoided whatſoever might infuſe Vanity into their 


Minds, or damp their Zeal to Religion: Decency was their Rule; Modeſty, the + 


Standard of their Behaviour; and how to improve in Holineſs, and make them- 
ſelves fit for the Wedding of the Lamb, was their chiefeſt Care and Diligence: 
Without firſt approaching God, they attempted nothing; well knowing that 
whatſoever they undertook could not proſper without his Bleſſing: They diſpis'd 
the Contempt of the World, and rejoyced to ſuffer Shame and Reproach for Chriſt's 
Sake: They valued the Things of the World, no further than as they were ne- 
ceſſary for the Conveniencies of human Life, well knowing that they could not ſerve 
God and Mammen : To be in the World and not of the World, was their Motto; 
and to be other Men than they ſeem'd to be, was the Thing they chiefly gloried 
in, loving the Praiſe of God, more than the Praiſe of Men: The holy Scriptures 
was their daily Delight, which they ſo frequently ſtudied, as to tranſcribe them into 
their Memories, whereby they had a preſent Remedy to fly to upon all Occaſions ; 
Their greateſt Ambition was to exceed each other in Piety and good Works, and 
firove about nothing more than to make others eternally happy with themſelves. 

Thus was their Behaviour, thus their Carriage and Deportment, wherewith they 
amazed the unbelieving World, and ſtirred up the Fury of Satan againſt them; 
for no ſooner did their Numbers increaſe, but their Enemies were alſo increas'd : 
Sitan ſlirs up his uttermoſt Force, and exaſperates the Minds of Kings and Em- 
perors againſt them: But, alas! what could the Arm of Fleſh do againſt the Power 
of God ? They feared not thoſe which could only kill the Body, but efleemed ir 
their Duty 10 obey God rather than Man; therefore they deſpiſed all their Inſtru- 
ments of Cruelty, and the more they were afflicted, even ſo much the more they en- 
creas'd : Their Racks, Flames, Gibbets, Grid-irons, Cauldrons, Boiling Oil, Ly- 
ons, Bears, Wild Bulls, or whatſoeyer elſe the Malice of Satan or the Power of 
Men could invent to afHi& them with, were all inſufficient to overcome them, they 
paitently endured the Pain, and deſpiſed the Shame, and in all theſe Things became 
more than Conquerors through Chriſt, who loved them: They overcame Death by 


'a Deſire of Death, and were more willing to die than their Executioners were to 


ſuffer them: And the greater the Effuſion of Blood ſhed by their Deaths, the more 
Converts it gain'd to Chriftianity ; and thoſe who perſecuted to Death Chriftians 
To day, To-morrow became Martyrs to its Faith : Thus the Blood of the Martyrs 


became the Seed of the Church, and with irreſiſtable Force triumph'd over Sin and 


Death, and ſo powerfully influenced Mankind to embrace Chriſtianity, that in fine, 
Kings and Emperors themſelves patient ly ſubmitted to the Yoke of Chriſt, and were 
content to take up their Croſs and follow him: Thus Chriftianity prevailed over 
its Enemies, againſt Fire and Sword, by no other Weapons than Conflancy, perſua- 


ſive Arguments Prayer, and Meekn«ſs: Theſe were its Arms of Defence, and with 


theſe it overcame its moſt invincible Enemies, and ſpread over the whole World. 
Thus, Gentlemen, from this ſhort View of Chriſtianity in its proper Luſtre, we 
can't but greatly admire its wonderful Beauty and Excellence, and the natural 
Tendency it has to make Life hapy, when influenced by its Precepts : It requires 
the Extirpation of Malice, Injury and Ill- nature, and exhorts that all ſhould live and 
love as Brethren, ſeeking to promote each other's Happineſs and Welfare, as was the 
Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, and ſhould be obſerved by the preſent Age: 
But, alas! how are we fallen from the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints! how 
are we ſunk into wretched Careleſſne(s and cold Indifterency in Chriftianity | No one 
can be unſenſible of this, that takes a comparative View of the preſent, and truly 
Chriſtian Age paſt: And Tu, O Cbriſtian Monitors, would you again reſtore it 
| | 5 1 8 
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The DEDICATION. Vii 
to its former Luſtre? Truly the Enterprize is as noble as it would be beneficial, 
could it be effected; for Virtue brings with it its own Reward, and mightily con- 
duces to make Life happy: Proceed therefore with Courage and Perſeverance in 
this Great and Noble Work, wherein much Pains and Diligence is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry, which requires you to be morecircumſpe&, and call in to your Aſſiſtance all the 
Helps you can, in order for Succeſs : Mine, Divine Grace aſſiſting me, I readily 
promiſe ſhall never be wanting to the uttermoſt of my Power; and may God 
grant us Succeſs herein; the Event is dubious, and can't be foreſeen by human 
Foreſight, for Men will hardly be perſuaded to be happy; and care not for believing 
this moſt aſſured Article of the Chriftian Faith, namely, That they that baue done 
Good, ball go into Life Everlaſting , but they that have done Evil into Everlafling | 

Fire: They can't conceive it to be conſiſtent with infinite Mercy, to puniſh a 
few Years Sinning with Everlaſting Torments, forgetting that infinite Juſlice re- 
quires infinite Puniſhment for infinite Sinning; for ſuch is the impenitent Sinner's - 
Caſe ; he dies at Enmity with God in his Mind, which is very greatly increas'd as 
ſoon as the Soul is abſent from the Body, by the Torment that immediately ſeizes 
it: For even a good Man, when grievouſly afflicted, is very apt ro murmur and 
_ eomplain againſt God, and inſtead of repenting for Sins paſt, to add thereto under 
Afflictions; how then can the Wicked repent when ſeized with the horrible Pain 
of Hell Torments ? No, this increaſes his Enmity with God ſo much the more, and fills 
him with Rage, horrible Curſes and Blaſphemies againſt the Divine Majeſty, 
and like the Devil himſelf, only wants Power of dethroning him; thus he goes on 
to Sin in Infinitum, and therefore is juſtly deſerving to be puniſhed Eternally : 
Heaven it ſelf would be a Hell to ſuch a miſerable Wretch, becauſe the Happineſs 
of that glorious Place, conſiſts in loving God, and being in his Preſence, beholding 
his wonderful Perfection and Beauty; 1 what Happineſs could this afford ſuch as 
are at Enmity with him, and is grieved ſo much the more by being near him? 
Hence then it naturally follows, that the Puniſhment of the Wicked muſt be Eter- 
nal, except they could repent in Hell, which is impoſſible for the Reaſons before 
mentioned, and which indeed is the only thing to be done, and muſt now be 
accompliſh'd or not at all; a Reconciliation is to be made by a ſpeedy and due 
Repentance here, between him and his God, before he goes hence and is no more 
ſeen : Whilſt he is in this World, there may be Hopes; but when he is gone, it 
will be in vain to call to the Hills and Mountains for Shelter againſt the Divine 
Majeſſy, who ſhall have none for themſelves, when God ſhall ariſe to Judgment; 
and then alſo, how earneſily ſvever a Drop of Water may be deſired to cool their 
ſcorching Tongue, the ſad Inflrument, alas | of their Miſerable Condition by Lies 
and Blaſphemzes, yet this alſo ſhall be deny'd : Their Eyes, ſo frequently hereto- 
fore inflam'd with filthy Luſt, will be ſcorch'd with the Flames of unquenchable 
Fire to all Eternity : Their Hands and Peet that was wont frequently to run 
into Evil and ſhed innocent Blood, ſhall then be bound in Chains of Darkneſs, 
never more to be loos'd again; and every Member of the Body ſhall be puniſh'd 
with inexpreſſible Pain and Eternal Torments. This is the unhappy Conſequence 
of Sin; this, the hereafter Reward of Lewdneſs and Debauchery ; which even in 
this World is not witheut its Marks of Infamy : For, it effeminates the Mind, de- 
bilitates the Strength, and makes a Perſon greatly contemptible, how honourable 
ſoever he is in Dignity and Power; while Virtue on the other Hand, has the direct 
contrary Effect; for it makes the Mind noble and great; the King and Prince im- 
mortally beloved; the Rulers and Nobles, renown'd for good Actions; the great 
Scholar, famous in his Generation ; the Tradeſman, beloved in his Buſineſs, and 
even 
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yi The DEDICATION. 

even beſtows Honour upon a Beggar, and crowns a Man hereafter wich Glory 
and Immoitality: Thus is the Reward of Virtue, and thus the Puniſnment of Vice: 
Wherefore, O Cbriſtian Monitors, let me exhort once more, that we kirive 
with all cur Might to reconcile Man to his Eternal Intereſt, and perſuade him 
to be happy, by torſaking his Sins, and conſidering thoſe Things which belong un- 
to his Peace: Eternal Miſery is of a wakening and melanenoly Conſideration; 
and we can't but weep and lament for thoſe who will not be perſuaded to mourn 
for themſelves ; and they are truly Objects of our Compaſſion, who bave none 
for themſelves , let us therefore be daily ſolicitous to the Throne of Grace for them, 
that i peſſible they may be converted from the Error of their Ways and live for 
ever: How greatly will it turn to their Shame and Confuſion, when at the Day 
of judgment (hey hear Satan thus expreſſing himſelf; Lord, Bebold theſe my Ser- 
warts, 1 was not buffetted, ſpit upon, ſcourg d, and crucified for them as thou 
walt, and yet they willingly obey'd me, and rejected thee ; therefore they are 
mine by Right of Choice, and ſhall remain with me for ever: O therefore, 
That they would be wiſe, ſeriouſly reftect upon theſe Things, and conſider their lat- 
ter End: Which that you, Gentlemen, may be the bappy Inſtruments, under 
God, of precuring and bringing many to Righteouſneſs and Salvation; I, the 
unwerthy Servant of the Moſt High God, ſhall not ceaſe earneſtly to beſeech 
the Almighty to aſſiſt and proſper you in your Undertakings : May he bleſs you 
with Succeſs, and keep you from all Evil; may he make tis Face to ſhine upon 
you, and give you Peace and Proſperity in all Things; may he life up his Coun- 
renance upon you, and make you happy here, and hereafter to eternal Ages : Thi 
wort hy Gentlemen, is moſt earneſtly deſired and prayed for by your Well-wiſhel 
in the Lord, and humble Servant in Chriſt, | 80 
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& FN Immortal God, King Eternal! the ſole Creator of all Things, and Judge 


= of all Men; who haſt made Heaven and Earth by Thy mighty Power 
*© and firerched out Arm, and there is nothing roo hard for Thee; wonderful 


« unto my Peet, aud a Light unto my Paths; and ſo continually direct me by 
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The DEvicaTtroN: 1% 
pray Thee to their Uſe and Benefit, and the Promotion of thy Honour: 
Grant that they with me, and I with them, may above all Things ſeek Thy 
Honour and Glory, by living according to Thy Commands, who art the Source 
and Fountain of all Perfection and Happineſs. / 

„ Thou knoweſt the Iniquities of this Nation, O Lord, how we have forſaken 
Thy Ways, and turned our Feet from Thy Teſtimonies ; therefore are our 
Tranſgreſſions mul iplied upon us, and our Sins teſtify againſt us: Vet, O Go 


Omnipotent, Almighty and moſt merciful Father, caſt us not away from Thy | 


Favour, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from us: Correct us, but with Mercy, 
not in Thine Anger left Thou bring us to Nothing. We have ſinned and done 
very wickedly, yea, we have tranſoreſs'd more and more; yet, O God, Thou 
art our Father, Thou our Protector and Deliverer ; Thou ſpareſt when we de- 
ſerve Puniſhment, and in Judgment remembers Mercy ; becauſe Thou knoweſt 


whereof we are made, and remembers that we are bur Duſt : O ſpare us ſtill, 


racious Lord God, and according to Thy great Mercy, think Thou upon us 
r Good, and give us the Ligb of Thy Countenance, that we may ſee our 
own Wretchedneſs, and be made ſenſible of the dangerous Conſequence of our 
Sins, which are multiplied againſt Thee: O therefore, let a due Reflection up- 
on the Zeal and Sincerity wherewith paſt Ages have loyed and ſerved Thee, O 


Lord, ſink deep into our Souls, and produce in us the ſame good Diſpoſition |. 


towards Thee as was in them, that ſo, we may no longer continue dead in 
our Sins, but live unto Thee, O Lord our God, who art our Father and Author 
of our Being: Be merciful unto us therefore, gracious Lord, be merciful unto 
Thy People, whom Thou haſt redeem'd with Thy moſt precious Blood, and be 
not Angry with us for ever; but turn Thou us, O good Lord, ſo ſhall we be 
turned, be favourable unto us, and we ſhall live: Look mercifully upon the 
low Eſtate of Thy Church, and ſend into our Hearts the Light of Thy Grace, 


te that we may be cleans'd from all our Pollutions, and ſerve Thee with a perfe& 
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Mind; ſo ſhall we become Thy peculiar People, zealous of good Works. 

* And Thou, O merciful God, who delighteth not in the Death of a Sinner, 
but that all ſnould repent and be ſaved : Graciouſly hear my Prayer forthe whole 
Race of Mankind; grant that Thy Ways may be known unto them, thy ſaving 
Health among all Nations: Have Mercy, O Lord, I humbly beſeech Thee, 
upon all Fews, Turks, Infidels, and Hereticks, and take from them all Tgno- 
rance, Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt of Thy Word and Commandment, 
and ſo fetch them home, bleſſed Lord, ro Thy Flock, that they may be ſaved 
among the Remnant of the true Iſraelites, and be made one Fold under one 
Shepherd, Jeſus Chriſt, the Righteous : And Thou, O Lord, who art the only 
Comforter of the Afflicted, and Phyſician of the Sick, I beſeech thee, look upon 
all thoſe who are any Ways afflicted or diſtreſſed in Mind, Body, or Bftate 4 


Support the Weak, heal the Sick, relieve the Needy, ſuccour the Opprefled, - 


bind up the Broken-hearted, ſpeak Peace and Comfort to the dying Penitent, 
and Converſion to the Unbeliever ; ſure Thy Mercies, O Lord, according to 


the various Needs or Neceſſities of us Thy Servants, and grant that theſe ſhort. 


Afflictions, may duly eff: ct our Minds towards Thee, to prepare us, thro' Thy 
Grace, for Thy merciful and gracious Reception into Thy heavenly Kingdom, 
there to live and be happy with Thee, O God, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, to eternal Ages. Amen, „ | . 
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H A T ſayeſt thou now, Rea- 
dey | Haſt thou well conſi- 


| dered thy moſt deplorable 


Condition unto which Sin has for ever 


.doom'd thee ? Can you dwell with 
everlaſiing Burnings? Are you able to 


endure the endleſs Flames of un- 


quenchable Fire? Awakening Words! 


Wnat do they mean? O Sinner! 
Don't you know what they mean? 
Thy State is Miſerable indeed : 
What? Are you ſuch a Stranger to 
yourſelf, and ignorant of your own 
Condition? Have you lived hither- 


to like an irrational Animal with- 


out any Thoughts about Futurity ? It 
is now then high Time to know tay- 
ſelf, and conſider that thou haſt an im- 
mortal Soul expoſed to everlaſting Ruin : 
O! dreadful Sentence! Why was it ſo 
decreed ? Why? truly for a Puniſhment 


upon Sin. Know therefore, and conſider it 


well in thine Heart, That in the Be- 
ginning God created the Heaven and the 
Earth + In the Heaven he placed im- 
mortal bleſt Spirits, Angels of divers 


Ranks and Orders, to remain with him 


for ever, upon Condition of their Obe- 
dience; but Rebellion gained Admit- 
tance among them, and as many as em- 
brac'd it, were caſt into a Lake of erer- 
miſerable and undone 
for ever: The Earth alſo he repleniſh- 
ed with great Variety of Workmanſhip, 


z worthy their great Creator's Wiſdom 


for Beauty and Comlineſs; but the 
chiefeſt and moſt noble of all, was 
Man, whom he created after bis own 
Image, and conſtituted him Lord over 


all: Great was his Beauty and Structure, 


and as great the Perſection of his Hap- 
pineſs; he was in perfect Unity with 
the Almighty, and deſigned for eternal 
Life without ſeeing Death: Vet Obedi- 
ence was required, and Death was pro- 


— 


SERAPHICK LOVE, &c. 


nounced upon Tranſgreſſion of the Co- 


venant, which alas! laſted not long, 
but Diſobedjzence was found in him allo, 
and brought Death into Paradiſe! The 
Supreme of the Apoſtate Angels, now 
the Devil, who had brought Damnation 
upon himſelf and Others in Heaven by 
Rebellion, found Means alſo of bring- 
ing Deſtruction upon the Earth, and 


_ caſt that noble Creature, Man, out of 


Paradiſe : Thus Sin and Death came 
into the World, bringing Deſtruction 
upon the Earth, which leads the Way 
to everlaſting Torments: Since then as 
you are the Off- ſpring of the firſt Sin- 
ner, Adam, upon whom Death wag 
pronounc'd for Diſobedience ; what elſe 
ean you expect bus Death alſo, yea, 
Death and eternal Damnation ? Now 
therefore, that the Cauſe is known why 
you are thus ſubje& to Miſery ; conſider, 


I beſeech you, what mult be done to 
avoid it; ſurely, to view yourſelf in a 


State of Reprobation, is to behold the 
moſt miſerable Object in the World; 
One, born in Sin, at Enmity with God, 
and condemn d to eternal Woe and Mi. 
ſery : Oh! unhappy Hour that ever you 
was born, thus to commence being mi- 
ſerable ſtom the Time you began to 
live ? What therefore, I ſay, will you 
do to eſcape this dreadful Scene of Pu- 
niſhmenc ? Surely, by this Time, you 
are ſufficiently convinced that. your Con- 
dition is unſpeakably miſerable; except 
a Remedy is provided to deliver you 
from the impending Ruin; but Ab! 
Who is ſufficient for this Thing? God 
is Juſt, and abſolutely requires a Re- 
compence for thy Ranſom, yea, bis 
Juſtice will not ſuffer him to pardon 
thee without; but who is able to pur- 


chaſe it foy thee? Alas! no Human 


Being can, becauſe all have ſinned, and 
are under the ſame Condemnation with 


. thyſelf; 
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.  SERAPHICK Love: Or, 


thyſelf; and no Angelical Created Be- 
ing can, as having no inherent Perſection 
of their own, and therefore none to 


communicate unto thee: Oh! miſerable. 


Wretch that I am, where then ſhall I 


tura ? Or to whom elſe can I addreſs 


myſelf, to eſcape this dreadful Stare of 
Miſery ? Will God have Mercy upon me, 
who bas condemned me? And who is 
there beſides that can help me? Peace 
Sinner, Peace be to thy Soul, ſays a 
Voice from Heaven, diſpaiv no longer; 
hearken to Tydings of great Joy: A 
Recompence is offered and accepted; 
Chrift, the Son of God, by pitying thee, 
has been content to redeem thy Liſe 


with his own ! the Innocent died for 


the Guilty ; the Son of God for the Sons 
of Men! He has given you a Token 


| of his Love, and an Earneſt of your im- 


mortal Happineſs, by his Death; and 
I preſent you with this, as a Token of 
mine, for your immortal Soul; beſeech- 
ing you to embrace the Condition of 
Life, and live for ever: Gratitude to 


him obliges me to uſe my uttermoſt En- 


deavours in promoting his Honour; and 
Love to you, compels me to intreat you 
to contribute thereto, by your own En- 
deavours, in obſerving thoſe Religious 
Duties upon which that ſolely depends, 
and without which, it cannot be obtained. 

And Fir ſt. I humbly beſeech you to 
conſider your preſent. Condition, and re- 
fle& upon yourſelf as being not your 
own, but God's; purchaſed, when loſt, 
by the precious Blood of Cbriſ (1 Cor. 
vi. 19, 20. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19.) and ren- 
dered thereby under the ſtricteſt Obliga- 
tions to ſeek aſter the Things of the 
Lord, rather than to pleaſe yourſelf: O! 
therefore, let it be your conſtant Care, 
to teſtify the Senſe of your Duty and 
Love towards him, by a ſtrict Regard 
in the Obſervance of thoſe Things he 
requires to be performed by you; and in 
Order hereto, be careful, I earneſtiy in- 


treat you, by refleting upon theſe: 


Things, conſtantly to attend the Publick 
Worſhip of God, according to the Apo- 


* 


EP: 
file's Exhortation (Heb, x. 24, 25, 26. 
1 Theſſ. v. 12, 18.) and let no trifling 
or frivolous Excuſe detain you from it; 
always remembering that the Care of 
your immortal Soul as far exceeds all 
other Conſiderations, as an eternal Hap- 
pineſs does a momentary Pleaſure : There- 
fore Temporal Affairs muſt give Place to 
thoſe that are Spiritual : . One Hour in 
the Day at leaſt, ought ſurely to be 
ſpared for this Purpoſe ; and be well 
aſſured, that a wilful Neglect herein, is 
an Act of Rebellion againſt that God, 
who claims this from you, as being your 
Creator, Lord and Father. 

To be induſtrious in providing for the 
neceſſary Conveniences of Human Life, 
by all honeſt and lawful Means, is your 
Duty by Divine Command (Rom. xii, 
IT. 2 Thefſ. iii, 10, IT, 12.) Who bas 
made us. Tenants of bis Tabernade ; 
and require! us to be careful in prefers 
ving it ſound and wholeſome; which 
cannot otbenmays be done, than by a ſaf- 
ficient Uſe of the Conveniencies of Life, 
and that muſt be obtained by Labour 
and Diligence: But to be 6 ſollieitous 
herein, as to neglect the more weighty- 
Concerns of your Soul's Intereſt, is ta 
become Criminal, and to cauſe your In- 
duſtry to prove your eternal Ruin and 
Deſtruction: For what is 4 Man - 
ted, though be ſhould gain the. whole 
World, and loſe bis own Soul? Or what 
can be give in Exchange for bis Soul : 
The World cannot redeem it, when loſt, . 
becauſe it is of greater Value than the 
World itſelf, and ſhould therefore, in 
Proportion, be regarded above all other 
Things: But ſuppoſing a Perſon ſhould 
be ſomewhat a Loſer in his worldly - 
Gains, by his atrending upon Religion, 
yet. that Loſs will be infinitely recom- 
penced to him, even in this World, by 
the Peace and Tranquility of Mind that 
will always atrend him, from the Senſe 
of having performed his Duty: But 
much more fo hereafcer, when God ſhall 
reward his Obedience, according to his 


Promiſe,” to thole who. are diligent in 


keeping 


12 Sixth Gift of Theophilus Philanthropos. 
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keeping his Commandments, wvithout Name of my God in vain, (Prov. xxx. enqu 
@hoſe Divine Favour, we loſe even the 8, 9.) 5 who, 
true Pleaſure of whatſoever we enjoy: To deny ourſelves ſome of the carnal Thin 
1 It is God's Grace alone, that crowns Pleaſures and Profits of Life, for the Sake be ol 
[| our Happineſs, and gives us true Con- of Piety, is every Chriftian's Duty, and faith, 
0 tent, either in Proſperity or Adverſity : which, tho at firſt it be ſome what difh- Alw: 
This makes a Dunghill as a Throne, and cult, as being very contrary to our natu- no m 
bi. | A Priſon as a Palace; There is yo Want ral lnclinations, until the carnal Mind, Body 
i in the Fear of the Lord, ſays the wiſe which delights not in the Things of the Spi- , Polic 
Ii Man, and it needeth not to ſeek Help, yit, becomes ſpiritualized, which is a Work ceive 
1 (Becleſ. xl. 26.) Whatſoever our Condi- of Time and Labour in piety, tbro Grace; Excu 
I tion be, if God be with us, we are hap- yet it is abſolutely neceſſary, and Cbriſt Duti: 
i „and nothing can make us miſerable, himſelf requires it of us, who has ſaid, your 
it Whoſe Love towards us is not to be eſti - That whoſoever loveth any Thing before the A 
i mated by our Condition in this Life, me, is not worthy of me, and be that curin 
i chberein the Wicked is oftentimes ſeen to takes not up bis Croſs and followeth me, of be 
i" Fouriſo in Proſperity, while the Righteows is not evorthy of me, (St. Matt. x. 37,38.) ſhew 
3 live in Adverfity ; but the Scene will Could the Multiplicity of vo ſdly Bu- the V 
# ſoon be changed, when the Proſperity ſineſs have privileged a Perſon from an ſo al 
i of the One will end in a miſerable Eter- Obligation to Religious Duties, then ways 
. pity, but the Adverſity of the Other in verily King David and the Prophet Da- tereſt 
| everlaſting Joy, (St. Luk. xvi. 19, 20, niel might well have been exempred by quire. 
1 21, 22, 23, Ofc. | it; but fo far were they from this Per- about 
| Our blefled Saviour means to wean ſuaſion, as to make Religion their prin- eri fic, 
& our Affe ctions from this World, and to cipal Care and Concern, efteeming it the for th 
K oo our whole Dependanee upon him, greateſt Wiſdom, and above all Things inferi 
. y exhorting us, To pray only for daily to be obſery'd, (Pſal. x x. 7, 8, 9, 10, Excel 
F Bread, and commanding us, Principally 11, and cxix. 97, 99, 164. Dan. vi. 10.) 18 et 
3 to ſeek the Kingdom of God and bis as having a Reipe& to the Promiſe of thine 
F Righteouſneſs before all other Things, eternal Inheritance. A ſerve 
fi and to lay up our Treaſure in Heaven, To be deficient then herein, is to | ſince 
WH (Sr, Matt. vi. 11, 19, 20, 28, 29, 33.) prefer the Love of the World, before that to be 
. rather than to be ſo ſollicitous about the of God, and to commit Sacrilege againſt remer 
'K Affairs of this Liſe, as in the leaſt to let the Divine Majeſty, who we know, this f 
F them claſh with our immortal Intereſt: wants neither Power nor Opportunity no ot 
. There is nothing more dangerous to the to puniſh Offences of what Nature ſo- formi 
. Boul, than an immoderate Deſire aſter ever they be. 9 is pro 
. Riches, which we are cautioned againſt Secondly. Since ſuch is the Neceſſity in Fa 
Y by our bleſſed Lord, (St. Luk. xii. 15.) and great Benefit of Religion; take ſeek, 
KB and the Conſequences thereof foretold by Heed that you deceive not your own Matt. 
$ St Paul, As that epbich drowns Men in Soul, by diſpiſing the Commandments of It 
4 Pe ftructiun and Perdition, (1 Tim. vi. 9.) God, and preſume not to rob him of ourſel 
: i Nothing therefore is more becoming à that ſinall Portion of Time, which he much 
"i Chriſtian, than to ſpeak in Agur's requires ſhould every Day be ſer a part deſer\ 
4 Words, Remove far from me (O Lord!) for his Service; and no longer plead, ſuppo! 
bl Vanity and Lies; give me neither Po- That you have not Time for theſe us, t 
bl. erty nor Riches, but feed me with Food Things, fince the God, in whoſe Hand No, vi 
A convenient for me; lefl I be full and thy Breath is, requires them of you, un- yea, 
3 deny thee, and ſay, Who is the Lord? Oy to whoſe Divine Will all Things muſt Thing 
M ß 1 be for and ſteal, and take the yield an abſolute Obedience, bout other 
of | enquiring Haxa 
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enquiring the Cauſe why it ſhould be ſo ; 
who, if he had required ſome great 
Thing of you, ought he not readily to 
be obeyed ? How much more, when he 
faith, Call upon me, and be ye ſaved: 
Always remembering, That theSoul can 
no more ſubſiſt without Grace, than the 
Body can without Food: It is Satan's 
Policy, who is always at Hand to de- 
ceive you, daily to furniſh you with 
Excuſes, to detain you from Religious 
Duties, as well knowing how greatly 
your Indifferency herein, will tend to 
the Accompliſhmenc of his End, in pro- 
curing your Deſtruction; beware then 
of being deceived by him, for he will 
ſhew thee no Mercy, if thou giveſt him 
the Victory: There is nothing therefore 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary, as to have al- 
ways a due Regard to the Soul's In- 
rereſt ; This is the Mercy. which God re- 
quires, and to be careſul and troubled 
about many worldly Things, is the Sa- 
crifice, which tho abſolutely neceſſagy 
for the Support of Human Life, is Na, 


Excellency of its Conſequences, which 
is eternal Life : And ſay not thou in 
thine Heart, To what Purpoſe ſhould I 
ſerve the Lord, or call upon bis Name, 
 fince be knows all Things, and needs not 

to be inform'd of my Neceſſities ? But 
remember, That as God has requir'd 
this from you, even ſo his Favour can 
no otherways be obtain'd, than by per- 
forming the Conditions upon which it 
is promiſed ; namely, That if you ll al, 
in Faith, you ſhall. receives And if you'll 
ſeek, in Patience, you Pall find, St. 
Matt. vii. 7. St. Fam. i. 5, 6. 

It is a well known Truth among 
ourſelves, That if a Perſon thinks it too 
much to ask for a Fayour, he is very 
deſerving to be denied it ; and can we 
ſuppoſe that God will accept of leſs from 
us, than we expect from each Other ? 
No, verily ; for he requires much more, 
yea, That we ſhould love him above all 
Things, even Life itſelf, when it cannot 
otherways be enjoy d but with the 
Hazard of lefing bis Favour, (St. Matt. 


=, 


x. 37, 39.) Wherefore, of the two Ex- 


treams, you ſhould rather ſay, That 
you have not Time for any Thing elſe 
but to ſerve God, ſince the Conſequence 
of that ſo far exceeds all other Things, 
as being a Proviſion for the future and 
everlaſting Joy. 

Mary was commended by our Lord 
rather than Martha, becauſe ſhe wag 
attentive in hearing his Words; tho? 
the Other's Employment was doubtleſs 
very commendable, as making Proviſion 
for the Entertainment of her Lord, (St. 
Luk. x. 40, 41, 42.) 

Thirdly. Let the Conſideration of 
your preſent Condition, further excice 
you to a diligent Improvement of your 
Time. This Life is ſhort and momen- 
tary, it is a State of Probation, or ra- 
ther of Reprieve, and wherein you are 
expoſed to many Caſualties and ſore 
Aictions, without are Fightings, within 
are Fears, and with Labour and Sorrow 
do we attain to any Thing that is va- 
luable, while the Earthly Tabernacle 


inferior to the Former, in Reſpe& to the preſſeth down the Soul which muſeth 


upon many Things. We live here ag 


in an Inn, and our Continuance in it 


is very uncertain: We daily, yea con- 
tinually, bang over Eternity, as it were 
by a ſlender Thread, which is ſubject to 
be deſtroyed by a Thouſand Accidents: 


Therefore, MR MEN TO Mort, Rec 


member to die, ſhould always be ſuund- 
ing in our Ears, to remind us that we 
were created for a more noble and laſt- 
ing Habitation than this Would can af- 
ford, and are daily haſtening thither. 

| Surely then, to be more ſollicitous 


about our preſent Welfare than our Eter- 


nal Happineſs, and to hazard the Loſs of 
our Immortal Souls, for the Sake of mo- 
mentary Pleaſure, betrays a Diſpofition 
utterly unworthy Human Nature, and is 
becoming only the Beaſts that periſh, 
| Things of the greateſt Conſequenee 
ſhould always be preferred to the leſs ; 
but the Soul's Happineſs is of the utmoſt 
Conſequence, why then is it not moſt 
regarded? 1 | 
We can never teſtify our Loye to God 
5 better, 
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better, than by a careful Regard of His 
Image, the Soul; yet nothing is more com- 
mon than to negleR this, while the Body 
and ſenſual Appetites engroſſes all our 
Time and Crre,which yet muſt ſuffer with 
the Soul in whatfoeyer Condition it ſhall 
hereafter be ſentenced to, whether Joy or 
Miſery, (S. Matth. xxv. 31, 32, 34,41.) 

The Neceſſity of Buſineſs is preſently 


objeRed by ſome, againſt the Duty of 


attending the Publick Worſhip of God ; 
while ar the fame Time, that is no Bar 
to the Purſuit of their own Diverſions ; in 
the Enjoyment of which, being not con- 
tent with fix Days, they preſume alſo to 
profane the Sabbath through their Intem- 
perance. . 


Thus crafty is Satan to beguile Man 


of his Salvation, Abile be draws bim 
from the Love of Virtue, and makes him 


forget that be 7s Mortal, and muſt foort- 


ly give up the Ghoſt, and render an Ac- 


count of his Actiont. 

And ſhall we call theſe Chriſtians! 
Are theſe the Seryants of God ? Yea ra- 
ther, are they not Anti-Chriffians, while 
they apoſtatiſe from the Faith of Chriſt, 
and commit the uttermoſt Ingrati:ude 
againſt Him who laid down his Life for 


them? Unto whom, we are ſo deeply in- 
debted, that it is impoſſible for us ever to 
be freed from an Obligation careſully to 


obey His Will; in that He has loved us 
with ſuch an exceeding Love, that n2i- 


ther the Tongue of Men nor Angels are 
able to expreſs it: Which, were it duly 


conſidered one would think it impoſh- 
ble that it ſhould be returned with ſuch 
hotrid Ingratitude, 


By which, Powurthly, May be obſerved 
n further Obligation to Religion, in 
Obedience to the Commands of Chrift, 
who has done ſuch great Things for us. 
For ſuppoſe a Man to be taken Captive by 


an Enemy, carried into a Foreign Coun- 
try aod never more to ſee his nativeHome, 


but forever condemn'd totheMinesorGal- 


nes, and orger'd every Day to be ſiretch'd 
upon the Rack, and ſcourg'd with Rods 
of Iron: Suppoſe alſo, That a Perſan 
heating of his deplorable Condition, of- 
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fers a large Sum for his Ranſom, redeemg 
him from his Slavery, and brings him 
back again fo his native Country ; Ad- 
ding moreover to this, a Promiſe, That 
upon Condition he be careful to ob- 
ſerve his Will, he ſnould in a ſnort Time 
be adopted: for his Son, and made his 
Heir for ever. | Wo 
Is it not natural to ſuppoſe, That the 
Joy of this poor Captive, would exceed 
the. bounds of Expreſſion ? And that it 
would be impoſſible for him to be too 
ſubmiſſively Obedient to the Commands 
of ſo good and gracious a Benefactor? 
The Caſe then is too much our own: 
We were taken Captive by Satan, and 
ſor ever baniſhed from the Hopes of Hea- 
ven, the Soul's native Country, and con- 
demned to a State of Eternal Woe and 
Miſery : Chriſt, the Son of God, pity- 
ing our miſerable Condition, offered 
Himſelf for our Ranſom, was Crucified 
for us, and Rede emed us at the Price of 
His Blood ! (Good Lord, bow He lo- 
ved us | Was ever Love like thine |!) 


And has moreover promiſed, That up- 


on our Obedience to His Command:, we 
ſhall in a ſhort Time, be adopted for 
His Children, and made Heirs of His 


Kingdom for ever! Wherefore, Chriſti- 


an Reader, ſee here the Infinite Love of 
Chriſt towards you, reflect upon it 
a-while I beſeech you, paſs not by it 
without duly conſidering it, and well 
weighing the ſtupendious Greatneſs of 
the Action ! That the Eternal Son of 
God ſhould readily condeſcend to leave 
His Father's Boſom, deveſt Himſelf of 


his Glory, deſcend upon the Earth asa_ 


mean Servant; deſpiſed and rejected by 
Men, A Man of Sorrows, and acquaint- 
ed with Grief, and art laſt nail'd to the 
Crofs for our Sakes: Oh! Stupendious 
Love! An Action beyond Example, and 
far exceeding the Power of Admiration : 


Conſider it then, I ſay, and admire it 


fill, and ſo much the more will you be 

loſt in Amazement. 78855 
Now He that gave Life to all, ſubmits 
to Death Himſelf! Yes, it is finiſhed, ſa id 
be, and the Grave can no longer tetain 
. 113 
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its Priſoner: He is not here, He is riſen , 
wherefore now again, Lift wp your 
Heads, O ye Gates, and be ye lift up, ye 
everlaſting Doors, that the King of Gl 
ry may come in; that He, I ſay, whom 
before ye let through, to make Immortal, 
Mortal; may now again be received in- 
to His. Kingdom, having conquered 

Death and the Grave, and purchaſed Im- 
mortality for Mortal Man! And now, 
it is fiaiſh d indeed! and the eternal Son 
of God is again re- inſlated to His former 
Glory, there making Interceſlion tor us. 

Wherefore now, O Reader, have you 


well conſider'd theſe Things? And what? 
Won t you return Love for Love? Will 


you fruſtrate the End of ſuch ſtupendious 
Love, by continuing ſtill in your Sins? 
Can you think upon it with dry Eyes and 
unrelenting Heart? Will you fly from 
the lovingProte&ion of ſuch'a Friend, and 
refuſe His Favours? Oh! Don't, I be- 
ſeech you, be ſo unwiſe to yourſelf, and 
ſo very ungrateful to him, who was con- 
tent to ſhed his Blood for your ſake: Con- 
ſider the dreadful Conſequences attending 
it; even, nothing leſs than eternal Woe 
and Miſery ; yea, the Deſpiſing of ſuch 
inimitable Love, will render your Pu- 


would have been, had He nor died. 

Obſerve then, Chriſt. has purchaſed 
you by the Price of His Blood, and you 
are His, (1 Cor, vi. 19, 20.) whoſe Com- 
mands therefore you are under the ſtricteſt 
Obligation to obſerve with all Diligence, 
how contrary ſoever they be to your own 
Inclinations or ſecular Intereſt: Your- 
ſelf you may deceive, but Him you can- 
not; beware therefore, how ye rebel 
againſt Him, leſt you be excluded from 
His Friendſhip, and again delivered 
into the Power of your Enemy Satan; 
and then, Good were it for you had you 
never been born, 

Fiſthiy. Since now you bave ſeen 
your Obligations to Religion, in Return 
for the Love of Chriſt towards vou; what 
remains but chat you Mould ſhew the 
Readineſs of your bedienes to Him, by 


diligently attending the Sulemnitics of 


Divine Worſhip. And here ſomething 


may be neceſſaty to be obſerved, con- 
cerning the Manner of warſhiping God, 
and how He is moſt acceptably to be 
ador'd, to which the Advice of the wiſe 
Man is worthy of Recommendation. 
My Son, ſays he, when thou comeſt to 
ſerve the Lord, prepare thy Soul for Temp- 
tation, and keep. thy Foot when thow 


goeft into the Houſe of God and be more 


ready to bear, than to give the Sacrifice 
of Fools; for they conſider not that they 
do Evil: Therefore, before thou praye ft, 
prepare thy ſelf ; and be not as one that 


tempteth the Lord Such then ſhould 


be our Behaviour when we are about to 
enter into the Houſe of God : We muſk 
not bring with us a Head full of conſu⸗ 
ed Thoughts, Eyes ſet upon Wantonneſa, 
diſtorted with Envy, and inflamed with 
covetous Deſires: The Ears deaf to 
God's Word, itching after Novelty and 
Vanities: The Tongue bliſtered with 
Lies and Slanders, more ready to Back- 
bite than to ſpeak the Truth ; The Heart 
cloven with . Hypocriſy, and decayed in 
the Heat of Luſt, and Intemperance; 
The Hands feeble, and ſoon weary in 


| Well doing: TheStomach over. charged 
niſnment much greater than otherwiſe it 


with Suriciting and Drunkneſs, nauſeat- 
ing all good Counſel and ſober Re- 


proofs : The Knees ſliff with Lazine(s 
and Irreverence in God's Worſhip: And 


the Feet often lame, and always rrem- 
bling in the Paths of Holineſs. No, all 
theſe Things muſt be rectiſy'd, by a 
due Contrition of Heart, and a Mind 
ſenſible of its Load of Impiety, before 
an acceptable Sacrifice can be offered 
unto God; neither is it ſufficienc 
ſor this Purpoſe, to ſmite upon the 
Breaſt, with, God be merciful to me, 4 


Sinner; beit there ruſt be a due Senſe of 
the Neceſſiy of Reformation, with a 


careful Endeavour to practiee it: For, 
pas: | 


He that heya ils hut nor forſrkes his Sia 


Con ſeſſets only what be'll do again. 


And now being ſenſible with what 
Diſpoſition vou are to attend Divne 
Worſhip; 
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16 
Worſhip; confider next the Place where- 
in this Worſhip is to be performed: It 
is,The Houſe of God ; preſume not there- 
fore to enter therein as into an Alehouſe 
or common Cottage, bur let thy Mind 
be affected with a Reverence becoming 
the Deity there worſhiped, and thy Soul 
duly ſenſible of its Unworthineſs to ap- 
pear in the Preſence of ſo Holy and Di- 
vine a Majeſty: How dreadful is this 


Place] This is none other than the Houſe 


of God ! And herein is taugbt the Way 
to Heaven | Tberefore ill 1 go into the 
Houſe of the Lord, and call upon the Name 
of God ; O Lord! I beſeech Thee, deliver 
my Soul. With this Ejaculation being 
brought” to your Seat ; be attentive to 
make the beſt Improvement you can of 
the Advice and Inſtructions there given: 


But take Heed to avoid what is idlely 


praiſed by ſome; namely, Of Repeat- 
ing aloud the Prayers with the Miniſter : 
A Cuſtom this, as unſeemly as it is ab- 
ſurd ; and as ſimple as it is ridiculous : 
For ro what End 1s it uſed? Is it that 


they mean hereby to help the Miniſter 


out in what he is about ? Or rather, Are 
they not more likely co interrupt him in 
his Duty? Or, Is it for the People's 
Sake, that they may underſtand the Mi- 
niſter's Voice the better? Truly they uſe 
the moſt effectual Means to make it un- 
intelligible : Or laſtly, Is it for their 
own Benefit? They have a Book, how 
is it they don't obſerve it filently to 


themſelves, or elſe be attentive to the 


Miniſter alone ? To what Purpoſe then 
does this Indecency tend? Truly for no 
other End, but to ſhew their Folly, by 


_ diſturbing the Congregation with their 


Ignorance. Be thou careful therefore to 
avoid this idle Cuſtom, and while you 
preſent yourſelf before the Lord, let the 
Conſideration of his tremendious Ma- 
jeſty and Holineſs baniſh from your 
Mind all worldly and vain Thoughts 
whatſoever, always carefully avoiding 
the Sin and ſhameful PraRice, too com- 
mon in theſe Days, of behaving your- 
ſelf with cold Indifference and luke- 
warm Affections: Sometimes dreaming 
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like the Sluggards, who, thro' Indolence 
and Indifference, in Holy Things, think 
it too much Labour to awaken themſelves 
ſrom their Drowſineſs, and carefully at. 
tend upon the Duties of Devotion : Or 
muſing like the Worldling, who, as tho 
he thought the Time devoted to Reli- 


gion loſt, is more intent in thinking 


upon his worldly Concerns : Or gazing 
about like the Idle, whoſe Time is 
chiefly imploy'd in diverting themſelves, 
with obſerving who comes in, and who 


goes out ; what they have on, and what 
not? Or Talking like the Impertinent, 


who preſume to diſcourſe about Things 
vain and unprofitable, while their Minds 
ſhould be wholly employ'd upon Di- 
vine Meditations: Or Laughing like 


the Inſolent, who are not aſhamed to 


wake a Mock even at thoſe Things 


which are Serious and Sacred. 


To what Purpoſe is it for ſuch as theſe 


to come to Divine Worſhip, when they 


are ſo indiſpoſed to receive any Benefit 
thereby ? Whoſe Behaviour gives Scan- 
dal to Religion, and much Offence to 
the Pious, and who doubtleſs return 
Home, worſe Sinners than they came. 

I fay, Be not thou therefore like any 
of theſe, for ſo God will not accept thy 
Sacrifice, but it will be abominable unto 
him, who hates cold Indifferency and 
luke-warm Affections: And preſume 
not to ſit like the Drone, while you 
praiſe God in the Voice of the Pſalms, 
or any other Part of Divine Worſhip, 
wherein Order, Decency, and Reverence 
requires a more humble and lowly Poſ- 
ture, An irreverent and ſhameful Cuſ- 
tom this, introduced by the indolent 
Chriſtians of theſe latter Ages, but un- 
known to the Church in the primitive 
Times, and condemn'd even by Reafon 
itſelf: For judge you, I pray, Is it fic 
for a Creature to behave himſelf with 
more Irreverence and Diſreſpect towards 
his God and Creator, than towards his 
temporal Prince ? | 

As therefore Duty and Reverence, 
would oblige a Perſon to be in a ſtand- 
ing Poſture, while he is ſerting om» 

che 
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quires 
as ma) 
herſelf 


| Mean: 


careful 
let us 


to be 


which 
ploded 


the Praiſes and . magnifying the Mercies 
ot the One, ſo ſould it much more ſo of 
the Other alſo, whom we are.command- 
ip with our Souls and Bo- 
dies, Mich are his, (Rom, Xi. I. 
1 Cor. Vi. 20.) an Tj 7 


* 


. | 
Be not thou therefore guilty, Ipray you, 


: of this idle and irre verent Cuſtom, which 
argues a great Defect of that awful Senſe 


we ought to have of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty before whom we preſent ourſelves, 
and is ne er a whit the leſs criminal al- 
tho' often uſed by good People,. and 
even by ſome of the Clergy themſelves; 
whom here I would earneſtly entreat ſo 
to conſider its Unſeemlineſs, as for ever 


to refrain from it; and that, if not out 
of Reverence (pardon the Expreſſion, for 
it is not meant reproachfully) yet for 


the ſake of Example, that Others alſo 
may ſee it, and be aſham'd'to do other- 
wiſe ; for Example is generally of more 


Force than Precept, eſpecially in ſuch, 


whoſe Office it is to miniſter about Holy 
Things, and may poſſibly reclaim thoſe, 
who being Pertinacious in their indolent 


Diſpoſition, will be reclaimed no other- 


ways: Here alſo, let Parents be careful 
to adviſe their Children of theſe Things, 


and Maſters their Servants ; that ſo all. 


may know and underſjand; That God is 
not only to be worſhiped in Spirit and 
in Truth, but with Reverence and De 
cency alſo : To ſee Children and Youth 
guilty of this Behaviour, is moſt ſcan- 
dalouſly ſhameful, and ſhould carefully 
be diſcountenanc'd by thoſe uato whoſe 
Authority they are ſubject. 
But further : Is it thought indecent to 
fic while the Pſalms are rend? And why 
not alſo while they are ſung ? Lea ra- 


ther, why not more ſo, ſince this is a 


much more Spiritual Exerciſe, and re- 
quires the Body to be in ſuch a Poſture, 


ag may moſtly aſſiſt the Soul in lifting up 


herſelf to God, Which fitting by no 


Means agrees with, and therefore ſhould. 
carefully be avoided by all: Wherefort, 


let us every One be aſham'd' any longet 


to be guilty of this Criminal Indolency, 


which is deſeryvedly worthy to be ex- 
ploded by all Catilllans, and banich d 
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from the Congregation of the Fai thſul, 


as the Precept of the Apoſtle expreſl7 


requires (x Cor. xiv. 26, 33, 40.) And 
in Order hereto, it ſnopld be diſcourag'd 
by each Member of che Chriſtian Socie- 
ty; bur let your Heart be purify'd from 
evil Affections and Luſts; let it alſo be 
cleanſed from the Choler of Paſſion, the 


Phlegm of Sloth, the Melancholly of 
Diſpair, and the Sanguine of Levity and 


Voluptuouſneſs ; that ſo being duly pre- 
par'd, Jou may with one Mind, and one 


Mouth, glorify God, even the Father of 
our Lord Feſus Cbriſt. And as the Ob- 


ject of your Worſhip and Adoration is 


in Heayen, even fo let your Heart and 


Affections be there alſo; God requires 
toe worſhiped, With all our Might, 
our Soul, and our Strength, which can- 


not be duly done except the Body aſſiſt 


the Soul in Devotion; aud tho it be 


objected from the Apoſtle's Words, That 
Bodily Exerciſe profitteth - little ; yet, 


when it .co-operates with the ſincere 
Affections of the Soul, it is very uſeful, 
and helps to compleat that Godlineſs 


which the ſame Apoſtle commends, 4e 
profitable unto all Things Thoſe there: 
fore who object againſt external Wor- 


ſhip.as unnec:{fary, would do well to 
conſider what they ſay, and ſearch the 


Scripture to be convinced of their Error, 
for from that it is, that he that would 


worſhip God aright, muſt take Example 
and learn how to worſhip him ; There 


we find, That liſting, up the Eyes to- 


wards Heaven, kneeling upon the Kuees, 


bowing down the Head, liſting up, and 


ſpreading abroad the Hands, where all 
Acts of Religious Worſhip, uſed by thoſe 


who are ſet forth for our Example; and 


ſo far ſhort, as we fall in our Imitatios 
thereof, even ſo far deficient are we of © 


w11/biping God in the Beauty of Holineſs. 
Moreover, when we converſe with an 


earthly Friend, Our Speech 13 directed "7 


towards him, and our Bodies kept in 
decent Behaviour before him; and ſhall 
we be leſs reſpectſul to God, tha to 


our Felloy . Creature Wherefote judge 


you, I pray, whether it is moſt become. 


15g; either to have our Eyes diſpoſed to - 


wards 
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wards the Object of our Adoration, or of Devotion, ſo ſhould the Evening alſb 


to place them upon any other Thing ? 
Thus therefore, with Mind and Soul 
lifred up to God, let him be your Fear, 


your Delight, your Treaſure, and the 


Crown of your Hope; being intenſely 
bent upon the due Performance of thoſe 


Things, you are there required to ob- 


ſerve; ſo ſhall your Recompence, of 


Free Grace, be equal to your Zeal and 


Diligence: | | 

Sixthly. From conſidering bow God 
is to be worſhipp'd, it is neceſſary to be 
obſerv'd next, when, and where he is 
to be worſhipp'd. And ilt, He is to 
be worſhipp'd privately, at leaſt, twice 


4 Day : Every Morning and Evening, it 


is every Perſon's indiſpenſable Duty, to 
offer unto God a Sacrifice of Prayer, 


Praiſe, and Thankſgiving, of each Par- 


ticular, as Time and Neceſlity requires : 
But zdly, This Tribute of Worſhip 
ſhould alſo be -perform'd publickly 


Place, or Opportunity offers: But 
more eſpecially on the Lord's Day, 


Which is the Soul's great Feſtival, are 


you requir'd with greater Diligence to 


- exerciſe yourſelf in theſe Religious Du- 
ties, always carefully attending the pub- 


lick Aſſemblies of Divine Worſhip, ſo 
often as Opportunity will admit, and 
your Abſence therefrom, except in ex- 
traordinary Caſes, becomes ſo Criminal, 
as to beſpeak you, if wilfully guilty 
thereof, unworthy. the Title of your moſt 
Holy Proſeſſion; which Duty, however 
it be lightly eſteem'd by ſome, who 


make the Sabbath a Day of Spors and 
wanton Recreation, or a Market Day to 


ſell and get Gain: Vet dreadful will be 
the Conſequences . thereof, when God 
ſhall call them to an Account for the 
Breach of bis Commands, and the Pro- 
phanation of his Sabbaths, which he hag 


ſtrictly commanded ro be kept Holy, 


threatning Puniſhmenrs to the Rebellious 


(Exod. xx. 9, 10, II, and xiii; 15. Lev. 


xix. 30.) and'promifing Rewards to the 
Obedient (Iſa. lvi. 2, and lviti. 13, 14.) 
which Day, as the Morning ſhould be 


ſpent in pious Meditations and Exerciſes 


or oftener, as Time, 


correſpond thereto, both being dedicated 


to the Service of God, and the Good of 


the Soul. 8 


tho' they had voluntarily excommunica- 
ted themſelves from the Church, and ſold 


themſelves to work Evil 4 How frequent- 


ly do we meet Multitudeg on the Sab- 
bath Day going from the Houſe of God, 
whoſe open Doors invite them in to 
partake of the Food of Life and live for 
ever, but they will not; ſo difficult is 
Man to be perſuaded to Happineſs, the 
natural Deſire of Nature, that it is won- 
derſul to conceive! chufing rather to 
follow his own evil Inclinations, the 
Fore-runner of eternal Ruin, which all 
Nature abhors; than to be induc'd to 
avoid it; neither is it only the Illite- 
rate and leſs confiderate Part of Man- 
kind that is chargeable with this unhap- 
py Miſcondu&, but others alſa,: For, 
how often. do we ſee Men, otherwiſe of 
great Learning and Prudence, ſhamefully 
idle away the Sabbath, together with 
their Families, either at Home, perbaps 
about their ſecular Affairs, or taking 
their Pleaſure abroad ; 'while Religion is 


wholly neglected by them, as tho they 


were ignorant of the Name of Chrif- 
tianity, or had quite forgot the Fourth 
Commandment | . 

And where now, I beſeech you, is 
their Token of Love to Chriſt, in return 
for the mighty. Things he has done for 
them? alas! it is loſt, and they regard 
it not, though with that they loſe them- 
ſelves : But now, be not thou any lon- 
ger as a Sheep without a Shepherd, wan- 
dering in your Deſtruction; come to 
the Waters of Life, drink, and live for 
ever; obſerve the Sabbath to keep it 
Holy; the Church, that thou obey her 
Precepts, as ſhe is obedient to Chriſt ; 
There you have among other valuable 

pt REN 4 Things 


bellior 
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Things, the moſt comfortable Sacrament 
of the Lord, 'offer'd to your Acceptance 
for the Confirmation of your Faith, and 
cleanſing away your Sing; ahd will ye 
not accept it? Oh l don't be ſo unwile ; 
remember, ir was prepar'd for Sinners, 


and the greater Sinner thou art, the 


more Need haſt thou, of it: Chriſt has 
ordain'd. it, and commanded the Uſe 
thereof for thy Benefit, but will you add 
ſtill to your Sins by rejecting it? By 
which you evidence, that as yet you 
have not receiv'd Chriſt : But would you 


receive him? Then rebel no longer: He 
haas left it ag-a Token of his Love to us, 


and ſhall we reſuſe the Token of ours to 
him, by not accepting it? But you will 
ſay, Ie is a Sacred Serious Fbing, I am 
not prepar'd | Oh ! Why is it that you 
are not? Ts it not your Sins that ſepa- 
rate between you and your God? And 
will you ſtill continue to add thereto by 
Rebellion? Is it not a Command; Do 


this in Remembrance of Me? And will 


you not obey that Command ? Repent 


of your Sins therefore, and come to this 


Divine Feaſt, as a Token of your hearty 
Contrition and Deſire of Amendment: 
Remember you can receive no Pardon 
without a Reformation; and you cannot 


repent without Grace; and how can you 


have Grace when you refuſe the Means 
of obtaining it? It is 4 Serious Thing 
to come to the Holy Sacrament: Yes, but 
not more Serious than to repent of your 
Sins; which can never be done while 
you live in the wilful Breach of any of 
God's Commands, as you moſt certainly 


do, while you negle& this Divine Iu- 


ſtitution: Are you Serious in coming to 
Church for Inſtruction in the Improve- 
ment of Life? And will you refuſe the 
Means tending thereto, when offer'd ? 
Tea, will you reject the Advice frequently 
given from the Pulpir, exhorting you 
to come o the Holy Sacrament, as 
what Chriſt has appointed” as abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to eternal Life? Is 
this to bewail and forſake your Sins be- 


fore God, to add thereto the Sin of Re- 


bellion before you leave his Houſe ? 


' Obſerve how they make Speed to depart, | 
caſting Chriſt behind their Backs! Aud 


what ? Do they hope for Salvation from 
him, whom now they will not hear, 
nay, even fly from? Unhappy Man l 


Stay | ſtay, hear the Word of God; 
Thus ſaith the Lord; Foraſmuch as ye 


come unto me as the People cometh, and 
fit before me as my People, and bear my 


Words, but ye will not to do them ; pe- 


ing much Love with your Mouth, but in 


your Heart going after your Covetoleſneſs ; 


therefore as I live, faith the Lord God, 


Surely mine Oath, the Oath of Obedi- 
ence, that ye bave deſpiſed, and my 
Covenant, the Covenant o 


Peace, that 
ye bave broken, even it will I recompence 
upon your own Head, faith the Lord. 


Thine own Wickedneſs Pall correct thee, 


and thy Backflidings Pall reprove thee. 
Know therefore and ſee that it is an 


6e evil Thing and bitter, that thou haſt ' 


6 forſaken the Lord thy God, and that 
% my Fear is not in thee, ſaith the Lord 


God of Hoſts:* Wherefore return unto + 


me, O back ſliding Children, and Till 
return unto you, and have Mercy upon 


your, ſaich the Lord. Obſerve here, O | 


ye Chriſtian Deſerters, the Word of 
God, and will you not obey ? To what 
Purpoſe than is it for you to come to 
Church? Is it not to prevaricate with 
God, or plainly tell him, you will not 
have him to teign over you? Or do 
you hope to fin leſs heinouſly by abſtain - 


ing from the Sacrament ? Alas! Do 
not ſo miſerably deceive yourſelf, for by 


this, you add greatly to your Sin : Or 


would you ſtay till you can ſin no lon- 
ger, and then come? Verily, it will 


then be of no Service to you; it was or- 
dain'd for Sinners, and ſo long as you 
ceaſe to be a Sinner, ſo long it is unne- 
ceſſary:  Deceive not yourſelf therefore 
any longer by ſuch idle Excuſes : Tea, 
be aſham'd any more to. be guilty of 
ſuch vile Ingratitude, ſuch wilful Rebel- 
lion againſt thy God and Saviour : If a 
Favour is offer'd to you by an earthly 


Prince, will you not accept it? How. 


much leſs ought you to reſuſe ſo great a 
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Fayour, the Fayour of Eternal Life of- 


dd to you by the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords? But whatſoever the Ge- 
nerality of People's Conceptions are con- 
cerning the Uſeiulneſs of the Bleſſed 
Sacrament, while they are in. Health, 


yet it ſeems they have very extraordinary 


ones about it upon their ſick Bed, by 
the great Deſire they then expreſs of re- 


ceiving it, before they die; even as tho 


they eſteem d it as a Paſs to convey them 
Tafe to Heaven; and ſince ſuch is thei: 
Opinion of it then, it ſeems ſlrange that 
it ſnould be ſo much neglected at other 
Times, and beſpeaks their Sin to” be ſo 
much the g Mater, in reſuſing ir as often 
as it is offer d; now therefore refuſe it 
no longer, but come, receive it and live 


For ever; be not any longer terrified 


with thoſe dreadful Words, Of eating 
and drinking your own Damnation, and 
believe not every one's Writing which 


1 


proclaims Death and Fudgment againſt 
an unſinning Obedience after the Recep - 


tion of the Bleſſed Sacrament; which Wri - 
tings, tha' doubtleſs they were well in 


_ tended by their Authors, yet are they ge- 


nerally of much greater Prejudice than Be- 
nefir to the World ; wherefore, I would 
to God they wete all buried in Oblivion ; 
inaſmuch as they caſt a ſtumblingBlock be- 
fore weak and ſcrupulous Minds, and, lay 


ſuch a grievous Burden upon them as 


neither we nor our Fathers were ever 


able to beat: Conſider now, I beſeech 


you, what has been ſaid ; conſider it, 1 
ſay, ſo as to practice it, and be well 
aflur'd of this as' a certain Truth, That 
wilfully to abRain from that Holy Feaſt, 
i to rebel againſt Chriſt, and render 
yourſelf unworthy of eternal Life: Come 


therefore, bur come prepar d; but how? 


not full of your own Righteouſneſs, but 
of your Sinfulneſs; and bring with you 
a due Senſe of your great Obligations to 
God for ſuch an ineſtimable Favour; an 


humble Acknowledgment of your own 


Unworthineſs to receive it; a due Con- 
rrition for your Sins paſt, and an earneſt 
Deſire of Amendment for Time ro 
come; a Thirſt after Chriſt, and hope 
far Pardon thro Faith in bis Blood: 


Thus will you come to this Holy Ordi- 
nance duly cloathed with the acceptable 
Wedding Garment; a Soul thus prepar'd 


cannot fail bf being accepted and ob- 
taining its Reward; while they that 
reſiſt and diſpiſe it receive to themſelves 


eternal Damnation. 


Seventbly. A further Excitement to 
Religion is the Duty of Example, which: 


we are com manded ſo to manifelt before 
Others, . that they by ſeeing our geod 


Works, may be induc d thereby to the Love 


and Practice of Piety. And this ſurely 
was never more neceſſary than now, 
when every Impiety is boldly committed 
with Greedineſs; Men are ſo far from 
preparing for their latter End, that they 
unwillingly hear of Death, and can 
hardly be perſuaded but that they ſhall 
live here for ever; hence the Thoughts 


of Religion is always burdenſome to 


them, and to perſuade them to Piety, is 
to deprive: them of all the Pleaſures of 
Life; it is intolerable, ſay they, they 


cannot endure the Thoughts of it; and 
he who recommends it, is efteemed as a 
Medler, and a troubleſome, buſy Body + 


They ſeem induſtrious about nothing 
more, than how to diſcourage all Piety 
by their Example, and are glad when 
they can bring Others over to join with 
them in ridiculing Religion, and diſpi- 


ſing the great Author of its Inftitution z; 
Thus . madly are they bent upon their 


own Deſtruction; they are neitber 
afraid not aſham'd to blaſpheme that 


great Name whereby we are called 
Chriſtians, and, even to repreſent the 


Holy Feſus by the Character of a Cheat 
and Impoftor, deceiving Mankind by 
Craſt and Subtilty.! And no wonder 
then, that they ſhould with no leſs hor- 
rible Impiety, impudently reject the 
Sacred Seriptures as prophane, and ſport 
themſelves with contumeliouſly treating 
them, by denying their Divine Priginal: 
Thus they ſeem to take more Pains to 
diſpute themſelyes into their ow Dam- 
nation, than would ſuffice to make them 
happy! accounting all Things prophane 
but what are prophane. Alas! happy 


Times indeed | But behold, God is now 
i = 1 ge 
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"ar Hand with the Sword of Vengeance, 
ready to cut them in two, and divide 
them their Portion with the Unbelie vers, 
where ſpall be Weeping and Gnaſbing of 


Teeth. 5 | 
But now, leaving theſe prafeſſed Ene- 
mies of their own Souls, to the unco- 
venanted Mercies of God, let us viſit a 
little thoſe who appear more favourable 
to the Chriſtian Cauſe, and acknowledge 
the Neceſſity of Religion: But, alas ! 
even among theſe, How greatly does the 
Love of the World tranſcend the Love of 
God | The Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, 
more than thy true Ricbes of Jeſus Chriſt ! 
| They profeſs God with their Mourhs, 
but in their Hearts they deny him. How 
like a Sword piercing my Saul, has been 
the Words of one Chriſtian ſpeaking of 
another] What does he go to Church for? 
Has be not a Family to provide for at 
Home? For my Part, I am aſbam d, 
ſay they, - to appear. at Church. upon 4 
Week Day, left it ſpould be thought 
ſtrange! O miſerable Man ! thus to ex- 
preſs thyſelf; Why does be: come to 
Church? J ask thee, By what Authority 
doſt thou abſtain from it? he has Buſineſs 
there, and ſo have you by Divine Com- 
mand, which while he diligenty obeys, 
he is providing for his Family bythe moſt 
prudent Means he can, as knowiffg that 
without Gad's Bleſſing all his Endea- 
vours are vain and fruitleſs: Whilſt you 
procute His Diſpleaſure upon yours, by 
Diſobedience: Art thou aſbamed to ap- 
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Love; Or, 
alas ! how. ſoon is it ſquandred away and 
jolt ; verifying the common and yulgar 


As 


Proverb ;* What's got oper the Devil 


nt under his Belly; 1 ad- 
mit that your Shop will not ſuffer you, 
to attend the Publick Worſhip of God; 
does it alſo compel you to Deceive £ 

Does your Family require this? Yes, fay- 
ſome, Shopkeepers maſt Lie; it is al. 
ſolutelj neceſſary in the Hay of Buſineſs: 
Why ? Becauſe, ſay they, Buyers beat 
down the Price of Goods ſa low, as not ig 
allow. a living Profit, Truly, ho 
great ſoever this Evil is, you haye 
brought it upon yourſelves Pr your Lies, 
and your Complaint of it js a firgng A 
gument that you ought to leaye it off; 

for the Buyer knowing it to be cultomase 
ry for Shopkeepers generally to oyer-rate- 
their Goods; are therefore for deſiring them 
cheaper, as not knowing when he's well 
uſed : But this is n Excuſe for your 
Lies; that helps not the Matter in the 
leaſt; unleſs . mean thereby to im- 
poſe upon the Buyer, by athrming the 
Goods coſt you much more than. they- 
really did: It is not Neceſſity, thereſorey, 
compels you to this great Sin, but Aya» 
rice; you would be Rich before the Jims; 
not conſidering, That Riches got by x 
lying Tongue, always proves deſtructiys 
to the Owner: It argues allo a great 
Diſtruſt of God's, Providence; who has 
promis d to bleſs the honeſt Induſtry of 
the Pious, whilſt He threatens Lyers 
with Wrath and Judgment: Theip Pope 


Back, is iy 


% 


pear at Church} Chriſt tells thee, That tion, ſays. He, ſhall be in the Lale 


He alſo will be aſhamed of thee : But, 
ſay you, The Care of your Family keeps 
you away; what? Do you love your 
Family better than Chriſt? Then are 
you untvortby of Him; Remember, Tow. 
cannot ſerve God and Mammon: And 
how great ſoeyer your Temporal Gain 
may be, yet your Loſs will be inflaitely. 
greater in your Eternal Intereſt; And 
what will ic profit you, to have acquired 
a large Fortune for your Children, while 
you | yourſelf are loſt and undone for 
ever? Beſides, in how wealthy a Condi- 
tion, ſoever you may leave them; yet, 
wirhout God's Bleſſing attending it ; 


which burneth with Fire and Brimflonee 

Doubrleſs, every Perſon ought to liys: 
by their honeſt Induſtry, and to enjoꝝ the 
good Things of Life with Thankfulneſy ; 


but he who ſeeks to enrich | himſelf by 


unjuſt Gain, betrays the utrermoſt Folly 
and. Weakneſs, and is as one wha pre-. 
pares Inſtruments of Cruelty for his pwn- 
Deſtruction; neither is that Buyer lefg 
blame worthy, who would have Goods: 
at his own Price, tho' to the Deſtruct on 
of the Seller: Such a Perſon is a PE 
to Society, and an Enemy to his Goune- 
try; neither is he any more warthy of 
Elleem, than a Robber that would de- 
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wie another of his Subſtance, were it in 

is Power, 3 

Conſider then, I beſeech you, the Rea- 
ſonablegeſs of what is here, ig Love, ad- 
vis d: Leave off Deceit in your Trade, 
it will eaſe you of much Trouble, and 
procure you much Gain, and che Hagler 
will ſooner be done ſoliciting, when he 
finds an unalterable Price is fixt upon 
the Goods, than by ten thouſand Lies, 
or wicked Aſſeverations. Shew your- 


ſelyes Chriſtians, theretqre, by abhoring 


what Chriſt abhors, and let every Man 
ſpeak Truth to his Neighbour, So ſpall ye 
not bite. and devour one another, and 
| God wvill bleſs ye. | 
Conſider the great Advantage it will 
be to youtſelves agd Children, te live in 
the Faith and Fear of God: It will make 
you Happy Here and Hereafter ; it will 
intale the Bleſſing of God upon your Poſ- 
terity, who has promis d, That the Seed 
of the Righteous Pall ng}. ſuffer Want : 
Thy Buſineſs will never ſucceed fo well, 
as When God bleſſeſs it, which He will 
certainly do, if you are not wanting in 
your Duty to Him ;. and your Life will 
never be ſo Happy, as when your Con- 
ſcience approves it; which affures you, 
That a little ib the Fear of the Lord, 
ii better than great Riches without it: 
If you'll think ſo favourably of what is 
here advis'd, as to obſerve if, you will 
find it true, to your Eternal Joy; but if 
not, then the Day will moſt aſſuredly 
dome e er long, when to your everlaſting 
Confuſion, you will know you had friend» 
ly Advice offered you, but you would 
not regard it. . 
But however difficult it is to perſuade 
Men to the Love of Religion and Piety; 
et, Who is there ſo Wicked as don't 


pe for Salvation ? Tea, you ſhall hear 
the common Swearer, proſanely Swear 


and Curſe, and profeſs he hopes to be 
fav'd in the ſame Breath! Why ? Be- 
cauſe, ſays he, I believe in God, and he 
is merciful e Tes, So do the Devils,nay 
they go farther, For #bey alſo Believe 
and Tremble; and therefore -have as 
- much Right to Salvation as you, while 
| You thus remain in your Sins: Every 


Sixth Gift of Theophilus Philanthropos, « 


oge is willing to lay hold on God's 
Mercy, while they forget bis: Juſtice; 
whereby the Sinner, without fincere Re- 
pentance, ſtands moſt. affuredly con- 
demn'd to Eternal Torments: And ſure- 
ly, we cannot ſufficiently lament the ſtu- 
pendious Madneſs and Folly of Human 
Nature in this Particular; namely, That 


Mankind thinks fo lightly of their Eter- 


nal Interefl, while they ſhew ſo much. 
Diligence in worldly Affairs : lf a Tem- 
poral Crown is offered to Sale; Oh! 
what a Number of Competitors it has 
ſiriving for ic! What Difficulties, what 


Dangers and Diſtreſſes do they not readi- 


ly undergo, to obtain, even a very ſmall 
Share therein ? while at the ſame Time, 
an Eternal Crown, Infinitely of more 
Value than the whole World it ſelf, is 
offered, and has no Rivals contending 
for it! Tea, It is diſpiled and neglected 
as a Thing of Nought . And what will 
not a Perſon do for filthy Lucre? See 
there the unhappy Maiden, proſtituting 
her Innocence, and made a Sink of all 
Uncleanneſs and Filthineſs ; obſerve her 
watching Nigbt and Day for the Prey; 
expos'd to be vilely abus'd and ſcourg'd 
by thoſe with whom ſhe has to do; and 
hereby alſo, to many ſore Diſeaſes and ex- 
e a Slaverythu, worſg than 
the Miles or Gallies ; and at laſt, gives 
her Soul to Eternal Torments! and all 
to preſerve a miſerable wretched Life; 
which in reſpect to Eternity, in its 
longeſt Period, is but ay a Moment: O 


the amazing Stupidity of Human Na- 


ture! my Soul bleeds with Concern for 
ſuch miſerable Wretches; and what can 1 
do for them? Methinks, nothing could 
be too difficult; nothing too hazardous 
for me to undertake, ſo far as Power and 
Life would go, were it poſſible to draw 
them from the Pit of Deſtruction, and 
ſave them from Eternal Ruin: Divine 
Grace a ſſiſt ing me, with what Celerity 
could I run to the Executioner! And 
with Patience, willingly ſhed forth my 
Life for them: And Oh! that they 
would be advis d; bat herein I diſpair 
of being beard ; I would earneſtly intreat 
them, for God's. Sake, and their own 
ns Paul a 
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Boul's Sake, to ſave their immortal Souls, 


by förſaking their miſerable Courſe of 
Life : I would beſeech them to ſeek their 


Bread by honeſt Induſtry, and flee to 
God with true Repentance for Pardon 


and Mercy: Tea, I would perſuade them 
to truſt in Him for Aſſiſtance and Sup- 


port; who would never leave nor forſake 


them. | 

.. Obſerve further, the wiſe Worldling ; 
What prodigious Pains and Gare don't 
he take in heaping up Earthly Treaſure, 
which alas l is but for a Moment: He 
goes t6 Bed late and weary ; is up early 
in the Morning ; Induſirious the whole 


Day, and eats his Bread with Careſulneſs; 


while an Ecernal Treaſure in the Hea- 
vens is wholly negle&ed by him! O! 
the unſpeakable Folly and Weakneſs of 
Human Nature ! How can it be ſuffici 
ently admired, or too ſorely lamented ! 


He who To- day freely gives his Soul for 


a Mite of the Vorld; would To-morrow 
give ten Thouſand Worlds, were they 


in bis Power, to redeem his Soul again: 


Of this Thing they are warned before 
Hand, bur they will not hear, nor be 
perſuaded to believe the Truth, Speak 


to them about Profit and Gain; nothing 


is more ready to hear and obey than 
they; but if you diſcourſe about Religi- 
on, and the Neceſſity of Cbriſtian Obedi- 


_ ence, alas! nothing is more Deaf and 
Dumb : The Lord pardon thy Servant in 


this Thing, is their Requeſt, and lay not 


Sin to our Charge herein; is their Peti- 


tion: Oh] they are very Pious on a ſud- 
den; Tes, but it is to be more Wicked; 
their Hands are ſtretched forth towards 
Heaven, but it is to imprecate or requeſt a 


free Licenſe to Sin; and if that cannot 
be abtain'd, they will take it by Force; 

their Eyes run down with Tears, but it 
t, leſt their darling 6 


bje& ſhould. be 
raken from them ; O ſpare me this Sin ; 
ſay they, 7s it not à little One? And my 
Soul Pall live : Should their Conſcience 
ſolicite them them to Repentance, they 


. preſeatly reply; Go thy Way for this 


Time, when I bave a convenient © -ſon, 
1 will call for thee. But O Sinner, 
whatſoever thy darling ice bs, reme m · 


His Mercy in Favour of your 


ber, That either that muſt die, ov thee; 
If you preſent them with a good Book, 


perhaps they may be prevail'd upon to 


read it, but by no Means to obſerye it; 
God, ſay they, is Merciful, He don't re- 
ee ſuch Slavery of us, (for ſo they pro- 
anely call Religion, which yet is per- 
ſect Freedom in Reſpect to the Slavery 


of Sin) once 4 Meek is enoweh for u % 
attend Church ; ue care not to go ofiner. 


And why once aWeek ! Don't the ſame 
Authority which requires your Obedi- 
ence then, equally require it every Day? 
And what? is one Day's ſluggiſh De- 
votion ſufficient to attone for ſix Days 
{inning ? Is Sin ſo eaſily expiated !- Are 
ou content to be ſo ug d by your own 
— ? Does one Day l Diligence ſatis- 
fy for fix Days Tdleneſs ? No, by no 
Means; it is intolerable, ſay they, it 
muſt not be endur d. And hat ? would 
you deal worſe with God, than you 
would be dealt by from them, and plead 
Rebellion? 

No, He is juſt as well as merciful, and 


by that He is compelled, I may 6 5 


ſpeak, to execute Vengeance upon t 
Diſobedient; according to His Promiſe, 


That He will not ſuffer the Wicked to go 
Free, but will ſurely punifs bim for bis 


Sin? which ſomerimes in Mercy He in- 
flicts upon them Here, that by Repenc- 
ance they may be ſav'd Hereafter : And 
yet, theſe excellent Chriſtians ! as though 
they thought God was much indebted to 
them, for their Moral-Honeſty, which 


the Laws of the Land obliges them to; 


and the ſeventh Day's Appearance at 


Church, unto which Enflom moves them; 
loudly complain againſt Him, when He 


viſits them for their Tranſgreſfion, Lord! 
ſay they, I never did one ill Thing in my 
Life that I Gould be thus afflited'! Ah, 
but did you ever do a good One? Yea, 
have you not grievoully offended by the 


Sins of Omiſſion? Ask your Conſcience, 


and that will vindicate the Juſtice of 
God in puniſhing your Offences, as alſo 
His Mercy, by calling you hereby to Re- 
pentance and Salvation: Oh therefore, 
be wakened I beſeech you, by the father- 


ly Correction of the Almighty ; me ; 
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of your Sins, the Sins of Omiſſion and 
wilful Negligence; which otherwiſe 
will as molt affuredly condemn you, as 
the Sins of Commiſſion ; and for the 
Futures be cateful to fer a good Exam- 
ple to Others, that you may be a Chriſ- 
tian, not only in Profeſſion, but alſo in 
Heed # For in vain is it to hope for any 
Benefit by the bare Profeſſion of Chriſti» 
aby, while you neglect to practice it: 
Aud fo much as Sin abounds, even fo 
much the greater is the Neceſſity for good 
| Examples, that if poſſible, Others may 
be thereby reclaimed from the Error of 
their Ways? And was good Examples ever 
more neceſſary than now? Now, T ſay, 
if ever, ſure Example is neceſſary, when 


Chriftianiry is in ſo languiſhing a Condi ft 


tion, as almolt to be abandon'd from 
Sur Hearts and Minds, while Sin and 


worldly Affections reſides and governs 
there : And how can we ſufficientlß 


bewail the Impiety of the preſent Age? 
Or how can we truly diſcribe its Wick - 
edneſs ? Surely it cannot be better deli- 
Heated, than in the Words of the Prophet. 
Hear; O Heaven! ſays he, And give Bar, 
© Earth l For the Lord bath ſpoken ; Be- 
Hold ! 1 bave nouriſped up Children, and 
they have rebelled againſt Me,; the Ox 
knowerh his Owner, and the Aſs. bis 
Ma fler Crib ; but Iſrael doth not know, 
My People doth not ronſider the God of 
their Salvation, Ah, ſinful Nat ion; A 
People laden with Iniquity, a Seed of E- 
vil Doers, Children that are Corrupters, 
#hey have forſaken theLovd, and provoked 


the Holy One of Iſrael to Anger; yea, 
| they are gone awlty backward; from 


be Sole of the Foot even to the Head, 
| ſhove is n0 Soundneſ. in ity but Wounds 


and Hruiſes, and putriſying Sores : None 


talleth for Fuſtice, nov any pleadeth for 


ruth, they truft in Vanity and. ſpeak. 


Lies; they tonteive Miſchief, and bring 
forth Iniquity - their Feet run fo Evil, 
und make haſte to fbed innctent Blood; 
their Thoug his are Thoughts of Iniquiiy, 


ut ing and Deftruttion. are in their 


Palbi; the Way of Peace they knew not, 
un theve in nd Jude ment in be ix Go: 
ing theyhave malle them crooked paths, 


Sixth Gift of Theophilus Philanthropos. 


; Peace. 
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auboſoe uer goeth therein; ſball not kmw 6 


wait for Light, but behold Obſcurity ; 


for Brightneſs, but we walk in Darkneſs; 


wwe 'look for Fudgment, but there is none; 
for Salvation, but it is far from us; for 
our Tranſaveſſions. are multiplied before 
Thee, O Lord, and our Sins teflify a- 
gainſt us; for our Tranſareſſions are 
with us, and as for our Iniquities, ae 
know them : 1n Tranſgreſſing and Lying 
againſt the Lord, and departing from our 
God; ſpeaking Oppreſſion and Rzvolt ; 


conceiving and uttering from the Heart, 


Words of Falſhood ; thus Fudgment is 
turned away backward, and. Fuſtice 
andeth afar off; for Truth is fallen in 
the Streets, and Equity cannot enter; Lea, 


Truth faileth, and he that departeth from 


Evil, maketh bimſelſ a Pre x. 
this 


This then is our Complaint, yea, 
is our Condition: Alas! How it the 


faithful City become an Harlot? It was 
full of Fadgment, but now Opreſſion ; 


Righteouſneſs lodged in the Streets there- 
of, but now Murderers, daily crucifying 
the Son of God afreſh, and putting Him 


to an open Shame: And foall I not 


viſit for theſe Things, ſaith the Lord, 
Shall not my Soul be avenged on 


ſuch a Nation as this? Ah ! I ui 


eaſe Me of Mine Adverſaries, ſaith the 
Lord, and avenge Me of Mine Enemies: 
Yes, According to their Deeds, according*- 
ly He will repay ; Fury to His Adverſar 


' ries, and Recompence to His Enemies. 
And were, I beſeech you, is Chiifti- 
anity now-! Alas! She is full of Sor- 


row and Lamentation; and as a deſolate 


Widow, bereaved of her Children, She 


c:ieg aloud in the Bitterneſs of her Soul, 
Ob! That mine lead were Waters, and 


mine Eyes 4 Fountain of Team, that 1 


migbt ceep Day and Night for the Sin 
of my People; Ah me l. i, any Sorrow 
like unto my Sorrow, wheyein the Lord 
hath ſuffered me io be aflied in the 
Day of his fierce Anger? My Children 
have forſaken me, and gone. into 
Captivity; Sin hath bound them, and 
Satan hath lead them Priſoners : 

e . Tbereſors 
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„% ee BY ca Rs 


- 


9 85 SERAPHICK Love: Or, 3 25 


Therefore doth mine Eyes run down with 


"Tears; becauſe the Comforter which 


Hould relieve my Soul, is far from me; 
my Children are Deſolate, the Enemy 


; Saran prevails againſt them, and they 


are not. ; | ae 
Thus doth She lament and bemoan 
Herſelf in the Language of the Pious, and 
who can refrain from Tears, while they 
conſider the Cauſe of her ſad Complaint ? 


[6] Chriftianity, thou charming Na me, 


how art thou forſaken ! My Soul is great- 


Queen of all Perfection; how doft 


thou now. fit ſolitary ! for behold, 


Where is the Zeal of this Nation? 
Where is Her Love to Chrift anſwerable 
to the Favour He has beftow'd upon Her? 
Yea alſo, Where is the.Chburch of Ephe- 


ſus? Where the Church of Smyrna ? of 


Pergamos? Of Thyatira? Of Sardis? Of 
Philadelphia ? And of Laodicea ? Where, 
1 ſay, are the ſever famous Churches of 
Aſia? Alas! they are loſt and droop'd 
into Nothing! Sin hath defac'd them, 
and Satan hath carried them away Cap- 
tive, utterly extinguiſhing ſome, and 
others ſcarcely retains the Name of 
Chriſtianity ; And Hall we eſcape ? No 
verily, for except we repent, we ſball all 
likewiſe periß : God will not always 
ſtrive with Man; he has threatned Ven- 
geance to the Diſobedient, and he will 
infli it: See now the ſolitary Condition 
of Her, who was once moſt nobly 
adorn'd with Bezuty and Lulire 3 She, 
at whoſe Birth Angelsrejoyc'd, and pro- 
claim'd, Peace to the Inhabitants of the 
Earth, how is She now become as a 
Widow bereav'd of her Children ! Sbe 
that was great among the Nations, and 
Princes among the Provinces, how 7s She 
now forſaken and made deſolate! She, 
whoſe Perfection and Amiableneſs in- 
due d Kings and Emperors. willingly to 
ſubmit to Her Yoke, and Milltitudes of 
People, chearfully to lay down their 
Lives for Her ſake; how 7s She become 
tributary to the Pocver of Darkneſs | For 
behold, where is that Holy Zeal; that 
Fervency of Spirit; that Love ta God, 


Wherewith Chriſtianity was once fo no- 


ly diſtreſt d fer thee, thou moſt delightful. 


bly adorn'd, to the great Alloniſhment 


of the Unbelievers, and Converſion of 


the Infidel-World? Alas! it is dwih- 


dled into wretched Care leſſneſs and cold 


LIadifferency : This then is our preſent 
' unhappy Condition; Chriſtianity com- 


Plains of being forſaken, and She crys 


aloud for Relief, but is not heard: And 


now, who ſees not the Neceſſi y of pi- 
ous Examples? Or who wants any fur- 
ther to be inform'd of the miſerable and 
languiſhing Condition Chriftianity is 
now in? Experience will convince them 


that it chiefly conſiſts in Vain Prefer.ces, 


empty Words, and wretched Care leſſ- 
neſs in Holy hog Should rhe Queſ= 
tion be ask'd, Who i for Chriſtianity, 
Who ? we ſhould hear Multitudes loudly 
proclaiming themſelves of Her Society, 
and profeſſiag themſelves Members there= 
of: But ſhould it be ask'd once more, 
Who will. conform themſelves to Heb Pre- 
cepts ? Who will take up the Toke of 
Chrift, and daily follow Hm ? Whd 
quill defend his Honour db Their 


Lives and Fortunes? Good God ! how 


filent and dumb is the Anſwer ! This ts 
a bard Saying, ſay they, bo can bear 
it ? They love Chriſtianity well, buc 
their Sins better; Tea, they will confeſs 
Cbrift with their Mouth, but in their 
Hearts prefer their Treaſure before him, 
being Chriſtians by Name only, but Re- 


probates by Nature: They will practice 


Religion indeed, ſo far as it may be 
done without Expence, or reſtraining 
them from their Vices, but no further } 
Tea, many there are who talk much of 
Cbrift, complain much of the Wicked- 
neſs of the Age, and expreſs great Con- 
cern for the Decay of Religion, who yet 
will not move one Step in its Cauſe, of 
be ät the lebſt Charges ro encourage 
thoſe that would : Nay, and what is 
fill more extraordinary, uſe Arguments 


to diſſaade and diſcourage them from it 3 


ex, and reyile thoſe that are 'zea« 

Jody affected, for his Honour 1 But, 
O fooliſh People and unwiſe, do yo 
thus vequite the Lord, who bath mad 
you! And yoiir Redeemtr, who bath par- 
chas'd you! | RE. 
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are vain and unprofitable : For, be- 


— 
— IT 


moſt worthy your Conſideration) That let 
your Pretences to Chriſtianity be what 
they will, yet your Religion is vain, 
your Faith is alſo vain, any further than 
as you. are hereby indue d .to copy after 
the great Aui bor thereof, who was ne- 
ver more zealous in promoting Virtue, 
than detecting Vice; and ſtrove for the 
Truth unto Death, leaving us 4 Com- 


ample (St. Fobn xiii. 1 5. 1 Pet. ii. 21. 
Rom, xv. 5.) from an Obligation to 
- which, no One can be excluded, tho' in 
ngver ſo high or mean a Condition; and 
he who would oppoſe or attempt to dif- 


far from being a true Diſciple of Chriſt, 
who has ſaid, (St. Mat. xli. 30.) That 
he that is not with Me is againſt Me: 
And as the Widow's Mite, was well ac- 


vours of the meaneſt Perſons be; For is 
Truth e er the leſs excellent or unwor- 
thy of Eſleem, whether it comes from a 
Prince, or a Peaſant? from an old or 
young Perſon ? Or rather, Is not the 
Oppolition againſt Truth itſelf, as was 


and lix. 4, 14, 15.) It was our Saviour's 
Complaint, That He was bated by the 
World, for teſtifying that the Deeas 
thereof were Evil (St. Fobn vii. 7.) And 
in theſe Days alſo, a Perſon that ſtands 
up for the Truth, oft times procures to 
himſelf many Enemies, with much Slan- 
der and Reproach ; and they that will 
live Godly in Chrift Feſus, muſt expect 
to ſuffer Perſecution. 5 

But what then? Shall we refrain 
from the Cauſe of Chriſ, for Fear of in- 
curing the Diſpleaſure of the Unwiſe? 
Muſt we ſtand more in Fear of Man's 
Diſpleaſure than God's? God forbid ; 
for ſo Satan would be gratify'd indeed, 
and triumph in his Vcto y. 


Well doing, but proceed with Courage 


26 Sixth Gift of Theophbihis Philanthfopos. 
To what Purpoſe then is all your Pre- | 
rences to Cbriſtianity 3 Doubtleſs they 


lieve me, Reader, (and it it a Truth. 


mand, That we ſhould follow his Ex- 


courage. the meaneſt Endeayours herein, 
gives a plain Demonſiratisn, That he is 


cepted, even ſo. will the beſt Endea- 


the Complaint of Old (Ia. xxx. 9, 10. 


Eiethly. We muſt not be weary in 


in the Work of Piety, aeaigſt ali the 


Oppoſition, that Man or Devil by his 


Craft may obſiru& us with. 


It is every Chriſtian's Duty to ſpeak” 
in the Words of holy Fob, Til I die, T 


will not remove mine Integrity from me, 
(Fob xxvii, 5.) We ought to confider 
ourſelyes, as the Servants of the great 
God, whoſe Power is always able to 
protect us, in the uttermolt Dangers, 
and give us Peace and. Tranquility of 
Mind in the midſt of the greateſt Tem- 

peſis : Slander and Reproach we know, 
has à natural Tendency to“ affect the 
Mind, and diſquiet the Peace of the 
Saul; eſpecially when it comes from 
thoſe, Who make great Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, from bm better Things” 
might be expected; yet even by theſe, 
the ſincereſt Zea}, ſomerimes meets with 

the ſevereſt Cenſures, together with vile 
Reflections upon thoſe who practice Re- 
ligion in Sincerity and Truth, 


— + 


I don't like ſuch mighty Profeſſors of 


Religion, ſay they, it proceeds from a 


vain-glorious Selſ.conceitedneſs, a ſpiri- 
tua), proud Diſpoſition, as they call it, 
and is like this or that Perſon, who alſo 
made great Pretences to Religion, but 
were hotorious Hypocrites, vile Cheats, 
and Impoſtors. And what then? Be- 
cauſe the Sacred Scripture” is abus'd by 
ſome, who pervert it to their own De- 
ſtruction, muſt it not therefore be piouſly 
ud by others? Or becauſe the Sabbath 
is propban'd by ſome, muſt it not there · 
fore be kept Holy by others ? So likew'ſe, 
becauſe Religion is abus'd by ſome, and 
applied to wicked Purpoſes, ought it not 


therefore to be uſed by others for good Ends? 


Surely to deny this, would be to deny 
the Neceſſity of doing a good Action, be- 
cauſe others may counterfeit it to evil 
CC 
And what? Is Zeal a Mark of Hy- 
pocriſy * Then muſt Chriſt and His Apo- 
files be accounted the greateſt of all 
Hypoctites ! Behold here then, the Un- 
reaſonableneſs of theſe {landerous Re- 
proaches, which even good People, well 
efteem'd for their Piety, are too 2 raſh- 
ly to calt upon others, whoſe Zeal per- 
: „ $3p3 
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haps they imaęine to be a Reproach to fend the Honour of Chriſt againſt thoſe 


tbeirs, or who differ ſometubat from them 
in their Sentiments, and none are more 


prone to be guiity of. this odious Crime, 


than thoſe who - vehemently exclaim 


againſt judging; and cenſuring others, 


tho" they themſelves are moſt apt to be 
guil'y thereof; by whoſe Mouths Satan. 
is ſometimes permitted to ſpeak, as he 
did once by St. Peter to Chriſt ; and 
which deſerves no better a Reply than 
what was then return'd to him; namely, 
Get thee bebind me, Satan; thou art an 
Offence unto me; for thou rightly ſa- 
woureſt not the Things that be of God, but 


thoſe that be of Men, (St. Matt. xvi. 23.) 
- Theſe Things therefore, ought not to 


diſcourage us from the Work of the Lord, 
but rather. to animate the Mind ſo much 
the more towards God, for whoſe Sake 
we ſuffer Reproach, while we endeavour 
to promote Virtue and detect Vice; 


which is the Duty of every One careful- 


ly to obſerve. For ſuppoſe an Enemy 
ſhould inyade a Country, in Order to 


deprive its Prince of his Subjects, and 


them of their Rig bis; would not both 
Duty and Intereſt oblige every Perſon. 
thereof to opdoſe him to the uttermoſt 
of their Power, and expel him out of 
their Coaſis? And might not thoſe who 
were remiſs and \careleſs herein, be 
deem'd Enemies to their Country, and 
deſervedly worthy of Puniſhment ? 
Doubtleſs they would: This then is the 
preſent Sate of Chriſtianit y. 

The Enemy Satan invades. it, and 


with vehement Foce, fights againſt 


Chriſt, our Prince, to deprive Him of 
His Subjects, and them of their Right, 
through his Promiſe, to Eternal Life. 
Hence then, it becomes both the Duty 
and Intereſt of every Chriſtian, to uſe 
their uttermoſt Diligence, in oppoſing his 
Proceedings, and if poſſible, to drive him 
out of their Coaſts, This is a Matter of 
public Benefit. wherein every One is con- 
cern'd, who would be made eternally 
Happy; and as every Soldier is oblig'd 
to detect thoſe whom they find Ploting 
againſt their Prince's Honour; even ſa 


is every Cariſtian equally oblig d to de- 


who. would ſcandalixe and abuſe it; and 
he who is negligent and careleſs herein, 
or by any Means ſeeks to diſcourage 
Others from it, . juſtly deſerves to be 
deem'd. an Enemy to the Chriflian 
Cauſe, and in ſome meaſure is guilty of 
the vileſt Apoſtaſy againſi God; unto 
whom, by his Baptiſmal Covenant, he 
took a moſt Solemn Oath of Allegiance ; 
promiſſing to ſubmit himſelf to His Ho- 
ly. Will. and Pleaſure, and fight under 
His Banner againſt the World, the Flef, 
and the Devil; and to continue His true 
and faithful Soldier and Servant unto his 
Life's End; which Promiſe of Obedience, 
can no otherwiſe be fulfill'd than by ab- 
horring and detecting Sin, as the Word 
of God requires; wherein all are com- 
manded to bear a Part without Excepti- 
on; and they, who cannot either by 
their Tongues. or their Peng, defend the 
common Intereſt of Religion; may yet 
at leaſt do it by their good Examples; 
their Prayers, and Tears for the Chriſ- 
tian Cauſe : The Neceſſity of which, is 
frequently exhibited from the Pulpit, and 
recommended by S. Paul, namely, That 
ewe ould admoniſb and provoke one ana». 
they unto. Love, and to good Works (Rom. 
xv. 2, 14. Heby. x. 24.) | Wherefore, 
Cbriſian Reader, well knowing how ve- 
ry apt Human Nature is to be diſcou- 
rag d by Slander and Defamation, I do. 
again earneſily intreat you, to proceed 
with Courage in the Work of the Lord - 
and they that will reproach, let them re- 


- proach ; they muſt anſwer for ite at the 


great Day of judgment; but you ſhall be 
delivered: The Apoſtle commends it ag 
a good Thing, Always to be zealous in 
a good Cauſe ; and therefore he exhorts, 
Not to be eveary in Hell. doing, for in due 
Seaſon; ſays he, you ſpall reap if jon 
faint not (Gal. iv. 18. and vi. 90 and 
what, though you ſhould be eſteem d 
Mad by ſome for theſe Things, yet count 
that your Happineſs, when with the 
ſame Apoſtle you can ſay, Ir 1g fa Gody 
for your Sake, for the Love of Chrift con- 


ffrainetb me; and be well aſſured, That 


the moxe you ſuffer for God's Sake, the 
. 5 greater 


* * © 


greater will be your Reward, and Hea 

yen itſelf will adminiſter ſo much the 
more Comfort, by how much the greater 
Difficulty it is obtained: And ſurely, 
nothing more deſerves your Diligence 
and Care, than this Work of Piety; be- 
cauſe nothing is more acceptable unto 
God, wherein His Honour is deeply con · 
cern'd, and the Salvation of Souls la- 
bour'd aſter; wherein much Comfort ſhall 
be receiv'd from the Lord, even altłough 
you ſhould be ſo fruftrated in Succeſs, as 


| All the Day long Dave I ſpread out my 
Hands unto a rebellious and diſobedient 
People, which walketh in a Way that is 
not Good, after their own Thoughts ; then 
I ſaid, I have labour d in va in, yet ſure» 
ly, my Fudgment is with the Lord, 
and my Work with my God; Therefore, 
though Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall I 
be glorious in the Eyes of the Lord, and 
Y God foall be my Strength, and my 
Salvation unto the End of the Barth, 
Nothing therefore has ſo. ſure and fo 
great a Recompence attending it, as this 
Work of Piety; wherein, by Divine Pro- 
miſe, every One ſhall be rewarded, thro' 
free Gyace, not according to his Succeſs, 
dut according to his Sincerity, and Dili- 
gence in Labouring, = e 
Nintbly. A Further Reaſon for our 
Continuance in the Practice oſ Piety, is 
Love to outſelves; which ſhould re- 
mind us to be always confidering the 
Danger of Laying the Hand to the 
Plough, and ſvok ing back (S. Luk. ii. 26.) 
and the preſent and future Benefits we 
Joſe thereby. N | 
And here could duly deſcribe the mi- 
ſerable Effects of Impiet y and Wickedneſs, 
how great a Slavery it bfings a Man into, 
how it deprives him of the true En joy- 
ment of Life; the many dreadful Stings 
of Conſcience wherewith thereby he is 
hedged round about, as with Thorns and 
Briars, daily zMiRing him with fright- 
ful Fears and helliſh Expectat ions, and 
the horrible Proſpect Eternity ſets before 
bim; I ſay, couſd theſe Things be 28 
Clearly Teen by Others, as they are ſelt 
dy tbe Guilty, there would be ho f. r- 


to complain in the Words of the Prophet; 


28 Sixth Gift of Theophilus Philanthropos. 


ther Need of Arguments to' perſuade 3 | 


Perſou againſt Vice: As alſo; could I 
duly deſcribe the Happy Effects of Piety, 
the great Advantages that a Religious 
Eife is attended with ; the great Enjoy- 
ment it gives a Perſon of the preſent Be- 
nefits of Life, as knowing how properly 
to.uſe them; and the exceeding Joy, 
that the Ploſpect of. Eternity daily af- 
ſords; I:ſay, could I fo truly deſcribe 
theſe Things as to make them appear 
to Mortal Eyes, my Eabour would then 
be finifh'd, and no One wauld want any 
further Excitement to Piety; But alas! 


theſe can only be ſpiritually diſcern'd, 


and no otherwiſe known than by Prac- 
tice ir ſelf; and happy, yea, for ever 
bleſs'd and bappy are they, who will be 
perſuaded to make diligent Trial thereof. 
We call oufſelves Chriſtians, and 
think our Condition to be much ſuperior 
to many Others, by the happy Privilege 
of calling God our Father, and Chriſt 
our Saviour; but what Advantage will 
this be to us, while we continue ſtill in 
our Sins ?- Surely it will ſerve to no 
other End, than to render our Conditi- 
on much worſe than the worſt of Hea- 
thens (Heb. x. 26, 27. 2 Pe. ii. 21) 
Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not 
the Things which 1 ſay ? Says the Au- 
thor of Life : Therefore depart ye Cur. 
ſed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels (8 Luk. vi. 46. 
S. Matt: xxv. 41.) Chriſtianity will be 


of no further Benefit to us, than as we 


live agreeable to its Precepts; which re- 
quires the utter Extirpation of Vice and. 
Prophaneneſs ; which, as it is every Per- 
ſon's. Duty diligently to diſcourage, ſo 
more eſpecially ſhould thoſe be careful to 
ſhew themſelves zealous herein, upon 
whom the Power of Puniſhment is con- 
fer'd ; by duly puniſping Offenders, and 
compelling. them to forſake their Sins; 
through whole ſupine Negligence, and 
wretched Careleſineſs herein ir is, that 
Sin ſo much abounds among us, to the 
Scandal of Chriſtianity in general, and 
the great Shame of this Nation in parti» 
cular: Hence it is that we have ſo ma- 
ny unhappy Wretches, turn Preachers. 


or 
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or Monitors under the Gallows, to warn 
Others from the Sins of Debauchery and 
Wickedneſs, which has brought them to 
their ſhainefu] and untimely End, Before 
they have lived out half their Days : 
Thoſe Msjeſtrates therefore, are doubtleſs 


very deſect ve ia their Duty for the Cauſe 


of Chriſt, abich above all Things, moſt- 
ly deſerves their utmoſt Concern, who 


ſuffer Wickedneſs ſo much to abound and 


increaſe, without ſhewing more earneſt 
Zeal in detecting and ſuppreſſing it: 
Was prophane Swearing, , Curling, 
Lewdneſs and Debauchery, ©. ever 
more common than ic is now, 


with which the Land greatly mourns, 


and our Streets ring with the Sound 
thereof? And yet, who is there that re- 
gards it! The AQ of Parliament is read 
Quarterly in Churches for Suppreſſing 
this Vice; but who putz it in Execution! 
Should the Laws of the Land be as much 
neglected in other Reſpects as in this, 


alas k how very miſerable and wretched 


would the Affairs of Human Life then 
be! Doors and Bars would be no ſufh- 
cient Defence againſt Thieves and. Rob. 
bers; Plunder and Blood-ſhed would 
be the common Sound in the Streets : 


Death and Murder the awakening 


Alarm in the Bed- chamber. And is not 


the Soul's Welſare at leaſt worthy 


of equa] Concern with that of the 
Body ? Tea, is it not infinitely 
preferrable to it, in Reſpect to Eter- 
nity? And what? Is there any 
Thing more deſtructive to its future 
Happineſs than this vile Cuſtom of Pro- 
phane Curſing and Swearing * Why 
then ſhould it go unpuniſh'd ? Can we 
ſuppoſe it becoming a Cbriſtian Majeſ- 
#rate, ro ſuffer his Fellow Creatures to 


be ruin'd eternally, through his Neglect 


in controlling the Cauſe of his De- 
ſtruction ? Why then is not the Act of 
Parliament devis'd ſor this Purpoſe, du- 
ly put in Execution againſt the Often d- 


ers ? This unhappy Neglect, cauſes the 


very Reading the ſaid A4& in Churches, 
to give much Offence to ſome Pious Peo- 
ple; who eſteem it as prevalicating with 


God, thus to publiſki What is ſa neceſſary fare ary luſlice of Peace of the County, 


S$enapnick Love: Or, 


„„ 


to be obſerved, without duly regarding 
that it is obſetv d; but yet to be offend - 
ed at its Readiog is an Error in Judg- _ 
ment; for by the ſame Reaſon 2 
ought the Sacred Scrip ure to be read in 
the Church, becauſe many who hear it, 
will not obſerve to obey it: The Church 
performs Her Office herein well, in de- 
claring to Others their Duty; if hey ne- 
gle& to obey, that is no Fault of Her's, 
but thoſe whoſe Duty it is to obey, or 
cauſe it to be obey d; namely, The 
Majeſirates, upon whom Power js con- 
ferred for this Purpoſe, and how well it 
is performed by.them, Experience ſuffici- 
ently teſlifies: But now, for the In- 
formation of thoſe to whom this A& is 
unknown, it is here ttanſcrib'd Verba 
tim, and is as follows. | 


Anno Sexto & Septimo GuLig im III. 
Regis. | 


An A& for the more effeQual Suppreſ- 
ſing Prophane Curling and Sweating. 


WiHereas it is found by Experience; 


That an At} of Parliament made in 
the one and twentieth Tear of the Reign 
of King James ibe Firſt, intitled, An AQ 
to prevent and reform prophane Curſing 
and Swearing, bath proved ineffectual to 
the ſuppreſſing theſe deteflable Sins, b 
reaſon of ſome Deficiencies in the ſaid 
AS + Be it therefore enafted by the 
King's moſt excellent Majefly, by and 
with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons 
in this preſert Parliament aſſembled, 
and. by the Authority of the ſame, That 
if any Perſon: or Perſons ſhall, after the 


24th Day of June, in the Year of our 


Lord 1695, prophanely Swear or Curſe in 
the Preſence or Hearing of. any Juſtice of 
Peace of the County, Riding or Diviſion, 
or of the Mayor or other head Other, er 
Juſtice of Peace for any City or Town 
Corporate, Where ſuch Offence is or b 
be committed, or that fall be thereof 
Convicted ty Oath of one Witneſs, or by 
the Conſeſſion of the. Party offending, le- 


or 


— 


— — . 
8 ———— IG rn 


r . * 
Na r 


r IS 


3 — * 
— - 


" * < To a” 
— DLL: 


or Mayor, or Bailiff, or othey chief Om 


cer, or Juſtice of the Peace of ſuch City 


or Town Corporate, wheye the ſaid Of- 
Fence pall be committed, That then, for 
every ſuch Offence, the Party ſo offending 
Hall forfeit and pay to the Uſe of the 
Poor of the Pariſh, where ſuch Offence or 
Offences ball be committed, the reſpec 
tive Sum herein aftey mention d, that is 
to ſay, Every Servant, Dry Labourer, 
Common Soldier and Common Seaman, 
One Shilling, and every otber Perſon, Two 
Shillings : And in Caſe any of the Per- 
Jon aforeſaid, ſhall, aſter Convi#ion, of 


fend a ſecond Time, ſuch Perſon ſhall 


forfeit and pay double ; and if a third 

time, treble the Sum reſpe&ively by 

vim or ber to be paid for the rf 
ence. 

And it is wks ſurtber e That 
upon Neglect or Refuſal of Payment of 
the ſaid Forfeiture, any Juſtice of Peace, 
of the County, Riding or Diviſion, or 
Mayor, or other head Officer or Juſtice of 
Peace of any City, or Town Corporate, 


| eubere the ſaid Offences ſhall be commit- 


ted, Pall, and are hereby authorized 
and required to direct and ſend bis Nar- 


vant to the Con ſtable, Titbingman, 


Church- wort or Overſeer of the Poor 

of the Pavriſo where the Offence ſhall be 

committed, or where the Offender foall 
anbabit, thereby commanding them, or 
fome one or more of them, to levy by Diſ- 

#reſs and Sale of the Goods of the Offen- 
der, the Sum ſo forfeited, for the Uſe of 
the Poor of the Pariſh, as aforeſaid ; ani 
in Caſe no ſuch Diftreſs can be had, then 
every ſuch Offender, being above the Age 
of 16 Fears, Pall, by Warrant under the 
Hand and Seal of the ſa id Juſiice of Peace 
or ot her Officer, as ' aforeſaid, be pub- 
Tickly ſet in the Stocks for the Space of one 


aur for every ſi me Offence, and for 


an Number of Offences, whereof be 
Hall be conuicted at one and the fame 
Ine, then two Hours ; and if the Party 
offending be under the Age of 16 Years, 


and foall nat forthwith pay the ſæid 


Porfcitures, then be or fe ſhall, by Mar. 
vant, as tforefait, be whiyy'd by the 


| Cnftable, or by the Parent, Guardian or 


% Sixth Gift of Theophikis Philanthropos. 
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Mifter of ſuch Offender in the Preſenca 
of the Conſtable. - 
And be it further enated, PPAR if. any 


Juſtice of tbe Peace, or chief Magiltrate, | 


fall evilfally and wittingly omit the 
Performance of his Duty in tbe Executi- 
on of this Act, he Hall forfeit the Sum of 


ive Pounds, the one Moiety to the Uſe of 


the In former, to be recovered by Action, 
Suit, Bill or Plaint, in any of his Ma- 
jefty s Courts. at Weliminſter wherein no 
Efſoign, Protect ion or Wager of Law ſhall 
by allowed, nor any more than one Im- 
parlance. 

And it is berehy furtber enacted, That 
if any Action or Suit ſpall be commenced- 
or brought againſt any Juſtice of Peace, 
Conſtable or other Othcer, or Perſon. 
whatſoever, for doing or cauſing to be 
done any Thing in purſuance of this AG, 
concerning the ſaid Offercet, ibe De ſen- 


dant, in ſuch Action, may plead the 


general Iſſue, and give the ſpecial Mat- 


ter in Evidence : And if upon ſuch Action, 


Verdict be given for the Defendant, or 
the Plaintiff become Nonſuit, or diſcon- 
tinue bis Action, then the e eee 
ſpall have treble Co fti. 

Provided always, and it is hereby ens 


acted, That no Perſon ſhall be — | 


or troubled for any Offence againſt this 
Statute, unleſs the ſame be proved or pro- 
ſecuted within ten Days next n the 


Offence committed. 


And it is further enacted by the 1 
thority aforeſaid, That this Act ſpall be 
publickly- read four ſeveral Times in the 
Tear in all Pariſh Churches, and all 
publick Chappels, tmniediately after 
Morning Prayer, on four ſeveral Sun- 
days, that is to fay, Ihe Sunday next 
a ſter the 24th Day of June, the 29th 
Day of September, the 25th Day of De- 
cember, and the 25th Day of March, 

under the Pain of Twenty Shillings for. 
every ſuch Omiſſion or Neglect. 8 

And be it further enacted by the 4 
thority aforeſaid, That the juſſice of 
Peace, Mayor or other bead Officer ſalt 
repifler in a Book, to he kept for that 
Purpoſe, all the Cinuittions made before 
bim upon this AS,- aud the Time of 


. ma 


Quarter Se ions of tbe Peace 
for the ſaid County or Place, where: the 
Off-nces"ave commit ted, is be there kept 
upon Record by the reſpective Clerks af ibe 
ee to bs youu winden e or Mean _ 
Thus we ſee the Duty of boh Magdſ 
ſtrates and People; the\ one to forſake, 
or be puniſh'd; 
be find: That the People don't volun- 
tarily obey, is their oπαnu Fault; but 
that they are not made to obey, is the 
Magiſtrates ; whoſe criminal. N eglect 
hetein ſhall one Day be ſeverely puniſh d 
by that Judge who is no Reſpecter of $ 


Perſons (yiſ. vi. 7. ho deſtroy d Sodom 
and Gomorrab with Deſlruction by Fire 


from Heaven for the vile Practice of So- 
domy; à Crime ibis, always worthy of 
Death, and was ſo pun iſ d under ibe 
Levirical Inſtitution, (Lev. xx. 13.) 
which, yet in theſe Days, is by much 
too lighrly regarded; Mbere then I be- 
ſeeth yon is Chriſtian "Zeal now ? There. 
fore to the Majeſtrates, ſuch I mean as 
"are juftly chargeable. with this criminal. 
Omiſſion, do I now addreſs myſelf, ear-/ 
neſtly beſeeching them ſo 'to:confider 


their own Happineſs, and that of their 


Fellow Creatures, as not to ſuffer them 
to be ruin'd by their Neglect, leſt the 
Heathens riſe up in ee againſt 
them, and condemn them. Wherefore, 
hear the Word of- the Lad ye Maje- 
ſtrates and Rulers oſ the People; thug 
faith the Lord; Whetbey ye will bear, or 
aber ber ye wvill forhear, yet ſhall ye 
know, Int I am God, and there is 
none elſe; I kill, and I make alive; an 
there is none that can deliver out of min: 


Hand: Will you not hear my Voice, 


and tremble at my Words? ſaich the 
Lord; For they that. Homoms me I ci 
Honour, but they that deſpiſe me ſpail be 
liphtly efteemed ; bleſſed is the Man that 


doeth this, and the Son of Man that 


hyerhihold on it; That keepeth the 
6 Sabbath from polluting it, and keep- 

| 8 bis Hand from doing any Evil; 

a ® char Looſe rhe Bands of Wickedneſs; | 


Don aPnrotcLiov es: On, 


- making thereof, and for ubat Off nca, 
and ſpall certify ibe ſame; to: the next: 
General 


the otber to-puniſh; or 


tow miſernoly Chikkianity 


and Jightens the om 3 of che 
, Afllicted, and lets. the Oppreſs d go 
© free, and breaks the Yoke of Iniqui- 
« ry, ;:: and alſo, That thou dea thy. 
'* Bread to the Hungry, and aſſiſt the 
e Poor ia his Piftreſs; when thou ſeeſt 


che Naked, that thou cover him, and 
hut not thine Bars againſt the Crys 
© -of the Indigent-; Then ſhall thy 
Light break forth as the Morning, 


“ and thine Health ſhall ſpring forch 
<< ſpeedily; thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go 

©© before thee, and the Glory of the 
Lord ſnall be thy Re- reward; 
& ſhale call upon him, and he ſhall an- 
* ſwer 3 thou ſhalt cry, and he (hall 
© ſay, Here am, I. But if ye will not 
«obey my Voices ſaith the Lord, know 
<<. for certain that ye ſhall utterly periſh 


<, from off the Face of the Earth, ank 


<&, thy going hence-ſhall be unto eternal 
&. Wae: and Miſery, when thine own 
« Wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and 


<« thy Back-{liding ſhallcondemn thees 


*' then ſhalt thou know and ſee, that it 
© js an evil Thing and bitter, that th 
** haſt forſaken, the Lord thy God, an, 
that my Fear is not in tbee, "ſaith 
© the Lord God of Hoſts, This is the 
Threatning of the Alaighty, and there 13 
but one Decree for youy for the irteyer- 
ſable Sentance is already paſs d; name. 
iy, That every one ſhall be rewarded at · 
cording to his Deeds, “ and they that 
* have. done Gand, ſhall go into Li 
*.eyerlaſting ; but they that have dont 
10 Evil, into everlaſting „ 
Con ſider theſe, Things therefore, r 
encoeſily intreat you, aud permit not 
the Lord's People fill to Trauſgreſs, 
by ſuffering them to go on in their Sing 
unreprov d, left thou thereby, through 
thy Silence, or Forbearance, deſuqy 
thy Brother for whom Chriſt died 
Remember, I beſeech- you, the Bnd 
of your | Trnſt,. which, as the Apo- 
file has well expreſsid it, Is, name» 
ly, for the Puniſhment of Evil Doert, 
and the Praiſe of them that do Well : 
And was chere ever more Neceſſity to 
puniſh Evil Doers than now ?. Conſider 
hy this 


„ Neglect, 


tbou 
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Neglect, how grievouſſy Chriſt is abus'd, 
and Mens Sons loſt, running head-long 
into their own Ruin for want of being 
timely reſtrain a: Our Priſons and Pla- 


ces of Execution ſufficiently bears Witneſs 


to the Truth of theſe Things, and the 
Living greatly ſuffer thereby: And 
what Evil does it not bring upon the 


Earth! Is not this the Cauſe of that hein- 
ous Sin, Perjury, ſo frequently com- 


plained of in theſe Days? Whereby the 
Innocent are deſtroy' d, while the Guil- 
ty go free ; for how can it be ſuppos'd, 
That he who makes no Conſcience of 
Swearing in common, ſhould avoid it 
when the Hope of Gain is preſent? 


Conſider then once more how much it 


is in your Power to do Service to Tour- 
ſelves, your Fellow Creatures, your King, 
and your Country ; for Vice being ſup- 
preſs'd by your Induſtry, great will be 
your Reward Hereafter, and much Hap- 
pineſs to your Fellow Creatures Here: 
Ten thouſand Robberies, Rapes, inhu- 
man Murders, and untimely Deaths 
would be happily prevented ; while Uni- 
ty, Peace and Love would flouriſh 
among Chriſtiant, in Proportion to the 
Improvement of Piety and Virtue ; ma- 
ny alſo would be reduced ro be good 


Subjects to his Majeſty, uſeful Members 


in Sociery, and benefic:al co the Publick, 
whom now are governed only by their 
own corrupt Paſſions and Lulis, the Bane 
of all Happineſs, and the Root of all Evil, 
which drives them head-long into Eter- 
nal Ruin: And wilt not the Confidera- 
tion of theſe Things excite you to lay 
hold of the Opportunity of doing fo 
much Good to Mankind in general, and 
to Vourſelves in particular? Then verily, 
nothing will; and the Nation will be 


involv'd in Impiety and Wickedneſ:, and 


you will be the Cauſe of its Ruin; 
which will heap unto Vourſelves Wrath, 
againſt the Day of Wrath ; and plunge 
you ſo much the-deeper into the horrible 
Gulf of Eternal Torments: As therefore, 
you would 2pprove Yourſelves Loyal 
Subjefs, Faithſu] Majeftrates, and Good 
Chrift;ans ; yea, as you regard your own 
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Immortal Intereſt, and the Happineſs of ** of Gifts, (2 Chron. xix. 6, 7, * 


your Fellow Creatures, conſider, obſerve, 
and practice what is here advis'd, and it 
ſhall be your Wiſdom, and turn to your 
Eternal Joy. 


The great King Neburbadnexxar iy | 


very commendable in this; namely, 
that he bleſs'd the God of Heaven, and 
threatned Deſtruction to thoſe who 
ſhould ſpeak © any Thing amiſs againſt 


bim, whom, ſays be, I praiſe, extol, 


„ and honour, all whoſe Works are 
Truth, and bis Ways Judgment, and 


© thoſe that walk in Pride he is able to 
* abaſe,” (Dan. iii. 2 8, 29, and iv. 37.) 


And how happy] yea, how very hap- 
py a Nation and People ſhould we be, 
if His Majeſty would be pleaſed to re- 
new that ancient and moſt extellent De- 
cree of Darius the Median (and would to 
God it might beſo) namely, That in 
every Dominion of his Kingdom, 
* Men ſhould Tremble and Fear before 
“the God of Heaven; who is the Li- 
** ving God, and ftedfaſt for ever, and 
* his Kingdom, that which hall not 
* be,defiroy'd ; but his Dominion ſnalt 
© beeven unto the End (Dan. vi. 26.) 
For then (and not till then I Fear) ſhall. 
we ſee Religion flouriſh in its native 
Luſtre; and God would be worſhipp'd 
in the Beauty of Holineſs ! Yea, Piety 
and Truth would embrace each other; 
and the Lord, the God of Hoſts himſelf, 
would ſurely be for us, and who then 
could be againſt us! IN ed 

True Religion, is the beſt Preſervative 
of a Nation from Violence and Deſſrue- 
tion (Prov. xiv. 34. Ferem. xviii.7, 8.) 
as preſerving its Members in all Loyal 
and Duriful Obedience to their So- 


yereign, as the Precepts thereof requires: | 


and while Piety fits at the Helm of à 
Kingdom, Peace and Proſperity is trans- 
fus'd throughout each Part thereof, : 

Good King Feboſbapbat was doubt- 
leſs very ſenſible of this, while he gives 
Charge to the Judges, That they 
„ ſhould rake Heed of Right in their 
% Judgment; as not judging for Men 
« but for the Lord, with whom there 
te was no Reſpe& of Perſqns, or taking 


Whert- 


# 


„ , 


Wherefore, kind Reader, I earneſtly 
intreat you to refl: & upon theſe Things 
Terioufly, as being woltly becoming your 
Care and Wiſdom diligently to conſi- 


der: Believe me, | have no other Inte- 


wg 


reſt in tecommending them to you, than 
for the Good of your immortal Soul; 
which 1 very greatly thirſt and long 
Aten » 

Follow not therefore a Multitude to 
do Evil; let not the wicked Examples 
of Others draw you into your own: Ru- 
in; fly from Sia, as from the Face of a 
molt cruel devouring Serpent; conſider, 
it will be no Alleviation of thy Tor- 
ments, when in the State of the Damn'd, 
to have many thy Compantonsthere, who 


were once thy Aſſoctates in Sin here. 


And now, Chriſtian Reader, having 
thus far reflected upon the Necrſſi y and 
great Benefit of Religion in General ; ic 
remains,:  - TO 

Tentbly. That your Duty herein be 
More particularly conſider d in Reſpect 
to your Family; wherein eſpecial Care 


ſhould always be had, That they be 


well inſtructed in the Faich and Fear of 


God, as the only Means to wake then 


Happy, Here and Hereafter. 

Ihe Seal of God's Covenant to Abra- 
bam, equally reſpected his Servants as 
himſelſ (Gen. xvis 11, 12, T:3:) he was 
commanded to regard them as well as 
his Children: And God mentions” it as 
a Thing well pleaſing unto, Him, That 
He knew Abraham, that be would com- 
mand his Children and Hauſbold a ſter 
bim, that they ſpould fear the Lord, to do 


Juſtice and Judgment (Ges. xviii. 19.) 


And, Cornelins's Praiit is written in 
The Book of Life, Becauſe he feared 


God with all bis Houſe (As x. 1, 2, 3 4) 


and you alſo, if you would approve your- 


ſelf a true Chriſtian, and be rewarded as 


ſuch, muſt worſhip God with all thy 


. Houſe. : 


Chriſt died for all, as the Soul of 
The Son, fo alſo the Soul of the Servant 


is His: Thy Servants have Sauls io be 
ſav'd as well as thou, and to allow them 


only Food and Riiment, is to have bet 
Attie more Regard te them, than to the 
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Beaſis that periſh ; but fo long as they 
continue under thy Dire&ion, God has 
made thee a Watchman over their Souls, 
and requires, That you ſhould be equal- 
ly caretul of their ſpiritual Welfare as of 
your own, (S. Matt. xxii. 39. 8. Fames 
ir. 8.) and inflrut them in the Nurture 
and Admonition of the Lord; daily im- 
proving them herein, not only by calling 
upon them to attend Divine Worſhip ac 
Church (unto which they ſhould be admit 
ted every Sabbath at leaft) but alſo to 
join wich you in Prayer at Home, which 
ought carefully to be us'd by every Head 
of the Pamily, at leaſt once a Day, bur 
rather twice, eſpecially oy the Lord's 
Day; together with the attentive Hear- 
ing the Word of God, «which ought o be 
read daily; with a ſtrict Admonition 
alſo, that they neglect not their Private 
Devorions Morning and Evening, which 
is the indiſpenſable Duty of all: Unto 
whoſe Uſe the following Prayer isrecoa = 
mended, if they are not otherways bet-, 
ter provided. Yo e 
A Prayer to be uſed Morning and Evens 
ing. | : 
{CN Holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity, 
three Perſons in one God,; bave 
Mercy upon me, 4 miſerable Sinner. Pre- 
vent me, O Lord, I bumbi beſeech thee, 
in all my Thouabts, Mords, and Act dont, a 
evith thy moſt gracions Favour ; and he 
pleaſed mercifully to further me in thy 
Ways, with thy cantinyal Help, datiy 
improving me in the Knowledge and 
Prattice of all Things, that may mofily 
tend to promote thy Glory, the Grod of my 
Fellow Creatures, and my 0wn etergal 
H. pie And O 1 my 'God'; pho de- 
lighteth' not in the D:ath of @ Sinner, but 
rather that he (ruld turn from his evil 
Way and live; leave me not, T humbly 
beſeech thee, to mine own Ways, hut let 
thy Word be a Lamp unto my Feet, and 
a Light unto my Paths; and give me 
the Spirit of entire Submiſſion an Re- 
iznation to thy Divine Will, that what»: 
fog vin Station or Condition of Life thy 
Providence hall be pleaſed to allot for me, 
4 may be there ub c:ntens. : 9p 
E | An 
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And as thou, O Lord God Almighty,\ O bleſſed God, to receive theſe my Sup- 


knowefft the Secrets of the Heart, and art 
able to guide and govern it according to 
| thy good Pleaſure; O |! therefore be fa- 
wourable unto me, 1 earnefily entreat 
thee, and remove far from me all Pride, 
Vain-Glory, Envy, Hatred, Malice, and 
all Uncharitableneſs ; and ſo direct me 
by thy Holy Spirit, that tn all my Works 

begun, continued, and ended in thee, 1 
may glorify thy Holy Name; and finally 
by thy Mercy obtain everlaſting Life, thro' 
55 Cbriſt our Lord; in whoſe mo ſt 
leſſed Name and Words, I further be- 
ſeech thee to be merciful unto me, and 
to all thy People; eſpectally do I bumbly 
recom mend to thy peculiar Favour and 
Love, Direction and Protection, my 
Friends, Relations, Benefactors, and 
Well wifters, ſaying « Our Father, 
which art in Heaven; Hallowed 
be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this Day our daily 
Bread. And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, 
as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
us. And lead us not into Temptation; 
but deliver us from Evil: For thine is 
the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glo- 
ry, for ever and ever. Amen. 


Almighty God, Father of all Mercies ; 
1 thine unworthy Servant, do give thee 
moſt bumble and hearty 7 banks, for all 


thy Goodneſs aud loving Kindneſs to me 


and to all Men: I hl. ſi thee for my Crea- 
tion, Preſervalion, and all the Bleſſings 
of this Life, evhich from Time to Time 
thou baft moſt graciouſly confery'd upon 
me; but above all, for thine ineftima- 
ble Love, in the Redemption of the World, 
by our Lord Feſus Chrift, for the Means 


of Grace, and for the Hopes of Glory; 


and I beſeech thre to give me that due 
Senſe of all thy Mercies. that my Heart 
may be unfeipnedly thankſul, and that 
may frew forth thy Praiſe, not only 
ev ith my Lips, but more eſpecially in my 
Life, by giving up myſelf to thy Service, 
aud by walking before thee, in Holineſs 
and Riphteouſneſs all my Days, through 
Feſus Chrift our Lord e And vouchſa fe, 


plications and Prayers, which at this 
Time I have humbly offered unto thy Di 
vine Majefly ; and grant that among the 
various and manifeld Changes and 
Chances of this Mortal Life, my Heart 
may always ſurcly there be ft, where 
true Foys are only to be found , which I 
bumbly beg for the ſake of thy well- 


beloved Son Feſus Chriftl cur Lord; to 


whom with thee and the Ho!y. Ghoſt, be 
all Honour and Glory, both now, bence- 
forth, and for ever more. Amen. 


This, or ſome other Prayer, 1 ſay, 


let them be careful reverently ro uſe up- 
on their Knees, Morning and Evening; 
who ſhould likewiſe be advis d diligently 
to read the Sacred Scripture all Oppor> 
tunities; and that, not as a common of 
ordinary Book, to be uſed indifferently 
with Careleſſneſs, but with Reyerence 
and due Regard, eſteeming it, as in 
Truth it 1s, the Voice of God, revealing 
his Will ro them thereby : Therefore 
the better to prepare their Minds for a 
due Improvement and Inftru&ion from 


what they read, they would do well be- 


fore they begin, devoutly upon their 
Knees to uſe the following Petition, 
RBLeſſed Lord, who baſt cauſed all Holy 
Scriptures to be auriiten for our In- 
ſtruct ion, grant that 1 may in ſuch wiſe 
hear them, read, obſerve, learn and in- 
ewardly digeſt them ; that by Patience 
and Comfort of thy Holy Word, I may 


embrace, and ever bold 'faft the bleſſed 


Hope of everlaſting Life, which thou ba ft 


given me in my Saviour Feſus Cbriſt. 


Amen. 


ſolicitous and careful to jnſtruct their 
Children, that from their - Childhood 
they may know the Holy Scripture, 
which is the beſt Treaſure that their 
Minds can be furniſh'd with, and will 
be of laſting Uſe and Benefit to them, 


as being the greateſt Preſeryative againſt | 


theTemprations of Satan, and the chiefeſt 


of Remedies to cure the Wounds of ” 


Wherein Parents ſhould alſo be moſt 


th 
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Soul, which Tenorance and Error hath 


planted there: It is therefore the Su- 


preme of all Books, wherein Life and 
Immortality is brought to Light; what 
greater Benefit therefore can Parents be- 
ſtow/ upon cheir Children, than daily to 


exerciſe their Minds in the Knowledge 


of the Sacred Scripture? Whereſore, I 
earneſtly beſeech and entreat them, 
That as they regard both the preſent and 
fucure Happineſs of their Children, they 
would give all Diligence, carefully to 
inſtru& them herein. Children are not 
capable of chuſing for themſelves, and 
1ead1]y1mbibe any thing that is admini- 
ſtred to them, whether it be Good or 
Bad ; ſurely then, it very greatly behoves 
Parents to chuſe that which is beſt for 
them, and to inſtruct them in the Way 
to Immortality while they are yet Young, 
that they may never after depart from it. 
The Holy Scripture, therefore, is of all 
other Things the moſt proper for this 
Purpoſe; wherein they are taught the 
true Senſe of their Dependency upon 


God; of their Duty to their Parents; 


of their Love to their Fellow Creatures, 
and of the Regard due to Themſelves to 
live as becometh rhe Goſpel of Chriſt. 
And now, might 1 adviſe herein, I 
would earneſtly recommend to Parents, 


that they let no Day ſlip, without ſome . 


Parr of it being imploy'd by their Chil- 
dren in treading the Sacred Scripture, 
and alſo writing out ſome of the moſt 
uſeful Precepts thereof, which would both 
fix it ſtrongly in their Memory, and alſo 


improve their Hand-writing, if carefully 


attended to; believe me, Parents, I be- 
ſeech you, and Jer me not ſpeak into 
the Air: There is no greater Benefit 
you can poſſibly beſtow upon your Chil- 
dren than a Pious Education ; be careful 
then, to Arm them with a due Reve- 
rence towards God, and a decent Beha- 


viour in His Sacred Tabernacle ; ſuffer 


them not to follow the roo general and 
ſhameful Cuſtom of the preſent Age, of 
behaving themſelves with Irreverence 
and Careleſsneſs, nor fitting while the 
Moſt High God'is prais'd in the Voice 


oſ the Pſalms ; which however common, 


(it is with Grief that I ſpeak it) tends 


greatly to the Scandal of Chriftian Wor- 


ſhip ; It is a Sin and Scandal, and we 
muſt not follow a Multitude to do Exil: 
An irreverent and fluggiſh Behaviour 
in the Houſe of God, is not to Worſhip 
Him, bur to Reproach and preſumptuouſ- 
ly Aﬀront Him : To Worſhip God, is 
the moſt ſolemn Thing in the World, 


and ſhould be done in the moſt ſolemn 


and decent Manner, with all the Heart 
and AﬀeRions; and ſo far as it deviates 
from this, ſo far it is imperfeQ and in- 
effectual, if not vain and finful ; as 
moſt certainly it is, when done either 
out of Cuſtom or with Careleſsneſs. 
Thus inſtructing Children while they 
are Young in the Precepts of God, and 
how decently to Worſhip Him; they 
will nobly improve with the Increaſe of 
Years, in giving the Lord the Honour dus 
unto His Name, and <yorſvipping the Lord 
with Holy Worſhip ; and their Parents 
will be more gratefully remembered by 
them in nothing, than their Care of their 


Religious Education, in that they now 
find by Experience; That a merciful God 


is the beſt Treaſure ; and to be accepted 
by Him, the ſupremeft Happineſs : And 


from a due Senſe hereof, they will reach 


their Children the ſame, and their Children 
the fourth Generation: Thus Piery will 
increaſe, to the Glory of God ; and you, 
as being primarily Inſtrumental herein, 
ſhall in no wiſe loſe your Reward : Be 
intreated then, I beſeech you, to make 


Trail of the Truth of what is here recom- 


mended, and if you don't find it turn 
greatly to your Benefit, then let me 
dear the blame for ever. | 

And now, perhaps, it may be thought 
by ſome that I ought to have ſaid fome- 
thing concerning the Duty of Children 
to their Parents; but as here I haye 
mention'd only one Patt of a Parent's 
Duty, among many, I muſt defer the 
Reſt to ſome other Opportunity; 
when I ſhall, Divine Grace aſſifling 
me, conſider it more fully, together 


with the Duty of Children to their Fa- 


rents: 


i 
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rents; in the mean Time, let them be 
carefully diligent in acquainting them- 
ſelves with the Sacred Scripture, from 
whence they will abundantly be in- 
fogm'd of this Particular, and convinc'd 
of the great Neceſſity of obſerving 
it: The Sacied Scripture, I ſay, 
let them be careſully inſtructed in, 
which I can't too much recommend, in 
regard of its mighty Uſe and Benefit, 
both for the Preſent and Future Happi- 
neſs of Mankind : This is the Pearl of 
great Price, the ineſtimable Treaſure of 
the Soul, ſeat to us from Heaven to 
teach us the Way thither : It is a Guide 
to our Paths to keep us from Error; the 
Key of Heaven to admit us into Bliſs ; 
our Comfort in Affliction; our Shield 
and Sword againſt Satan, whereby we 
ſhall always be able to overcome him : 
It is the School of Prudence ; the Foun- 
rain of Wildoms; Spring of Underſtand- 
ing, and Stream of Knowledge ; where- 


33 the Mirror wherein we behold the 
Face of God, by the Works of His Provi- 
dence, and receive Teſtimony from thence 
in Favour of our Future Happineſs, by 
the great Fhings He has done for us: 
How chen can the Excellency of this Di- 
vine Book be too much eſteem'd, or too 
earneſtly recommended? Wherein the 
Spring of Piety, and Fountain of Hea- 


venly Knowledge is contain'd; whereby 


* 


the Mind may be enlightned with Di- 
vine Wiſdom, and the Soul eorich'd 
with an Immortal Treaſure; This ts a 
Lamp unto the Feet and a Light unto 
the Paths; and is profitable for Direct i- 
on, Correction, and Inſtruction in the 
Fay of Righteouſneſs : Here we are 
taught the Knowledge of all Things 
that are neceſſary, both for the Life that 
now is, and for that which is to come; 
which therefore we are advis'd to ſearch 
by its Divine Author, and the Holy 
Pen- Men thereof; (Deut. vi 6, 7. 1ſa. 
xxxiv. 16. S. Foh. v. 39. Acts. xvii. 11. 


1 Tim. iv. 15, 16. 2 Tim. iii. 14, 15, 


16.) and invited by its ſelf, to litten. to 
its Heavenly Doctrine, as that which 
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will make us wiſe unto Salvation: (Deut. 
xxXli. 1, 2. Iſa. lv. 1,2 3.) Here it is, 
we become acquainted with God and his 
Attributes, of whom, the more we know, 
the greater is our Joy and Tranquility 
of Soul, and the ſurer our Protection 
from all Evil: How invaluable then is. 
the Excellncy of this Divine Book, 
which contains ſuch an ineſtimable Trea- 
ſure of Immortal Knowledge! And in 
Compariſon to which, all other Wri- 
tings, even the beſt Extent, are but as ſo. 
many ſmall Streams flowing from a large 
Fountain, like as a Branch of the Sea, 
is to the Sea it ſelf : And if thoſe who 


are ſo apt to ſuggeſt the Sufficiency of 


OH . 5 
the Sacred Scripture, as making it unne- 


ceſſary for other Writings, would obſerve 
it themſelves, and be guided by its Pre- 


cepts, their Plea would be Juſt, and 


themſelves Happy; but becauſe their 
Lives are very contrary. hereto, and their 


8 Approbation of it only conſiſts in Words, 5 
in whatſoever is nec ſſary to be believ'd, 


deſir'd, or hop'd for, is contain'd : It 


it therefore becomes neceſſary for other 
Exhortations, and has, among other 
Things, been the Occaſion of this pre- 
ſeat Writing; wherein, I would earneſt- 
ly from my Soul, recommend above all. 


Things, the diligent Study of the Sacred 


Scripture, as the moſt excellent and mot 
valuable of all other Books in the World, 
and moſily becoming the Wiſdom and 
Prudence of all, to make it their fiſt 
and principal Care to be well acquainted 
therewith, leaſt their Ignorance herein, 
be alſo one Day reprov d, as has been 
that of others by Chriſt himſelf (S. Mark 
Xiit. 10, 24, 27. S. Luk. xxiv. 25.) _ 
Happy thereſore are thoſe that are dai- 
ly exercis'd in this Divine Study ; yea, 


bleſſed are they that meditateth in ic 
Day and Night ; which carefully to ob- 


ſerve and praic*, is the Glory of 
Youth, and the Crown of Old Age; 
bringing Peace and Comfort here, and 
Eternal Reſt in the World to come. In 
which Sacred Writings, although many 
Things are contain'd above the Under- 
ſtanding of common Capacities ; yet 
whatſoever is neceſſary for Direct ion, Cor- 
refion, and Inſtruction, in the Way of 
Righteomſneſs and Salvation, is FD 
5 f , an 


3 2 2 


hos an. om. 8 8 


br BS, 7 on oe DIES 1 N 5D 


* 


SeRAPHICEK LOVE: Or, 37 
and conſpicic»3 to the meaneſt Under - 


ltandings; which therefore, Servants as 


well as others, ſhould be advis'd for 


their Soul's Benefit, carefully to read at 
all Opportunities; which therefore, their 
Maſters or Superiors would do well to 
furoiſh them with. 


perior or Head of a Family, to infiru& 


| their Houſhold in the Faith and Fear of 


God ; which however it be lightly e- 
ſteem' d in this degenerateand luke-warm 


Age of Chriſtianity, which 1s almoſt 


ripe for Fudg ment, is notwithſtanding a 
Negle&, for which they ſhall one Day 
be ſeyerely accountable ; and the Loſs of 
any one Soul occaſion'd thereby, will 
ſurely then be requir'd at their Hands, 
and very greatly add to the Puniſhment 
of their Condemnation: Wherefore, I 
beſeech you ſeriouſly to think upon theſe 
Things, and no longer negle& the Spi- 
ritual Welfare of your Servants ; but 


bave Regard to them according to the 


Divine Commandment, and give unto 


them that which is Juſt, even Cloathing 


for their Souls, remembring, That you 


alſo ba vs a Ma ſler in Heaven, by whom 


you are requir d ſo to do. (Epbeſ. vi. 9. 


Col. iv. 1.) Conſider, their Happineſs is 
as dear to them, as thine is to thee, and 
when loſt through your Neglect, what 
can you render to them as a Recompence 
for the ſame? Are you angry with them 
for diſobeying your Commands? And 
{hall not God be much more ſo with you, 
when, through your Means, they are de- 
ived, either of the Power or Opportu- 
nity of performing unto Him what He 
requires of them? 
Io inſtruct the Ignorant in the Fear 
of the Lord, is an Office not unbecom- 


ing the greateſt Monarch, much leſs 


ought thoſe of an inferior Condition to 
be zſhamed thereto: Upon the Sabbath 
at leaſt, they ought ſurely to have Time 
for Religious Duties, and to attend the 
Publick Worſhip of God; and ſor this 
Purpoſe, many Things. neceſſary upon 
other Days, fhould upon this Day be 
diſpenc'd with,; as much Cooking, long 


Meals, Viſuing, and ſuch like: That ſo 


: + 


they may be at more Leiſure, to atten 

upon thoſe Things, which concerns their 
Soul's Intereſt ; for how can it be ſups, 
pos'd, That a Servant, after having long; 
attended the Table, ſhould afterwards 
have ſufficient Time to Dine, and pres. 


; - pare for Church? And what is this but 
Thus ſhould be rhe Care of every Su- 


to prefer the Gratification of thy Appe - 
tite, before thy Servant's immortal In- 
tereſt, and to ſer it up in Oppoſition ta 
God's Commands? Truly how pleaſant. 
and delightful ſoever ſuch Food may 
ſeem to be at preſent, yet hereafter it 
will be found to be but Gall and Worm. 
wood to the Soul, and as ſo much Poiſan 
to the Body to procure its Deſtruction. 
That thoſe who are careleſs and indif« 
ferent about Religion ſhould be guilty 
of this Crime, by not minding whether 
their Servants attend Church or no, of 
what becomes of their immortal Souls, 
is not fo much to be wonder'd at, as ha- 
ving little or no-Regard. for their own; 
but that thoſe who ſeem to be otherwiſe 
affected, ſhould be guilty thereof, is as. 
unaccountable as it is ſinful, and as un- 
worthy a Chriſtian as it is deſtructive ta 
Piety ; which ought therefore to be ab. 
horr'd and forſaken. by all : Is there any. 
Mercy greater than that which regards 
the Soul's Happineſs? Yet how often is 
this neglected by thoſe who talk much 
of Mercy ! A merciful Man, ſay they, 


is merciful to his Beaſt ; In theſe, there« 


fore, who ſeem to have ſuch a due Senſe 
of Mercy, we might reaſonably hope ta 
find à noble Example thereof: Bu: hom 
are we deceiv d! How unhappy is the 


Diſappoiatment, when in many Inſtances 


we find them acting the direct contrary? 
Behaving themſelves with much Moroſe - 


neſs and IIl. nature towards their Ser- 


vants; frequently. diſpleasd at they 
know not what, and requiring. of them 


more than they are able to perform; not 


allowing them ſo much as Time to think 
of the great End ſor which they were 
created, much Jeſs to prepare for i: N 
nor even ſnewing a ſuitable Picy — 
Compaſſion towards them when affſicted 
with Ullneſs, bur are preſently diſpleas d 
and think of removing them out of their 
2 ED | Houſes ! 
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Houſes ! And yet theſe are they who 
talk of Mercy towards Beaſts, who 
„ Themſelves want common Humanity to- 
wards their Fellow Creatures. 
And here, while I reflect upon the 
unhappy Frailty of Human Nature, could 
I be excus'd by the very Aged, of being 
thought guilty of an unpardonable Pre- 
ſump ion, I might addreſs myſelf to them 
in a few Words; requeſting, That they 
would not be ſo much troubled about 
the Thoughts of leaving this World; 1 
mean, That they would not be fo very 
ſuſpicious of others wiſhing for their 
Death, as ſome are apt to be, to the 
great Diſquieting of themſelves, and 
thoſe about them : What Unbappineſs 


does this not create! while the earneſt 


Deſires of others in wiſhing for their 
Health and Happineſs, is conſtrued by 
them as deſiring nothing but their 
Death ! If they tell them thus much; 
namely, That they wiſh them many 
Years of Peace and Tranquility, Joy and 
Proſpeiity, then they are accus'd of 
Fawning and Plattery ; if they are ſilent 
about ir, then they are deem'd cold and 
indifferent in their Affections towards 


them: And who knows how to behave. 


themſelves in ſuch an intricate Caſe ! 
The great Weakneſſes and many Infir- 
mities that naturally attend old Age, 
unte doubtleſs better felt than can be ex- 
preſs'd, and are greatly deſerving Pity 


|  gnd tender Regard from all: But are 


ſuch Thouzhts the natural Reſult of 
Years ? If fo, O! who would not dread 
to be Old! which yet, I can no more 
believe, than that minor Years, ſhould 
beſpeak a Perſon to be a Pool, only be- 
cauſe he is Young : Yet I mean not 
hereby in the leaſt to refſect upon any of 
the Aged, whom I deſire always great - 
Iy to reverence and eſteem, even for 
their Tears, according to Divine Com- 
wand, (Lev. xix. 23.) þ 
But now to return. I can't here but 
remark the unhappy and criminal Ne- 
glect of ſome Maſters towards their Bond- 


fervants, thoſe, I mean, commonly call'd 


ol 


Blacks or Negroes; who are ſo far from 
permittiog them the Benefics of Religion, 


that they will not ſuffer thtm to be bap- 


tiz d: Such Maſters ſurely know not 
what Manner of Spirit they are of, nei- 
ther do I know what to think of them, 


whether their Condition be better than 
the Slaves they keep in Ignorance or no: 


It would be a Scandal to Chriſtianity to 


call them Chriſtians, ſince they differ ſo. 
much from the Mind of their gieat Au- 


thor, Chrift, who commanded his Diſci- 
ples to baptize all Nations; and preſſed 
nothing more earnelily than Love, which 
he calls a new Commandment, in Re- 
ſpe& of its univerſal Exrent, which was 
peculiar to Chriſtians alone: The Fews 
loved their Neighbours, and ſo do the 
Turks and Pagans at this Day ; but a 
Chriftian's Love is to be General, and 
extend to all Mankind, Enemies as well 


as Friends, after the Example of Chriſt, 


who loved all Mankind, and gave his 
Life for them; and has conſtituted Love 
as a diſtinguiſhing Character of Chriſti - 
anity, by which Chriſtians ſhould be 


known from other People, in feeking by 


Love and good Offices to win others to 
Happineſs, even as Chriſt came to en- 
lighten the Blind from their Darkneſs of 
Error, and call Sinners to Repentance : 
And ſo far as a Perſon recedes from this 
Diſpoſition, even ſo far he is from bein 
a true Chriſtian : How then | czn theſe 
Men be called Chriſtians, who inſtead 
of longing for their Fellow Creatures 
Happineſs, and uſing Means to obtain it, 
as the Example of Chriſt requires, on 
the contrary deprive them of the Power 
of becoming Chriſtians ? Ob! inhuman 
Cruelty, which can't be ſufficiently ex- 
loded, or enough lamenred : How joy- 
| a Thing ſhould it be eſteem'd, to 
ſave a Soul from eternal Death! How 


pleaſant an Exerciſe to infiru the Igno- 


rant in the Fear of the Lord ! How great 
is the Reward of ſuch Labour! And how 


noble the Encouragement thereto : Hea- 


ven is offer'd for an Iaducement to it, 
and a Crown of immortal Glory for a 
Recompence : How is it then that ſuch 
mighty Rewards don't engage a Perſon 
to obtain them ? Why do they keep 
their Pellow Creatures in Ignorance ? 


Why 
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| Why do they depri ve them of Chriſtian 


Knowledge ? Or reſttain them from 
Eapiiſm, and embracing the Chriſlian 
Faith? Why ! Becauſe, ſay they, They 
would then be Chriſtians, and think 
themſelves free from an Obligation of 
perpetual Servitude : A ſtrange Reaſon 
indeed! But who ever claim'd it? Or 


by what Right can it be claim'd ? Are 


they not ſold for their Lives? And what ? 


Does Chriſtianity tree them from the 


Duty of Servitude.? No, verily ; no 
otherwiſe than a Perſon that is hired for 
one or a greater Number of Years, is ex- 
empted from Labour, becauſe he's a 
Chriſtian : Chriflianity therefore don't 
free them from an Obligation of Servi- 
tude, but lightens their Burden, by the 
Hopes of Joy and Comfort, and a Proſ- 

ct of eternal Reward, whereby they 
become more ſubmiſſive and obedient to 
their Maſters : It changes their laviſh 
Fear into a filial Love, and their Obe- 
dience is now, not ex:orted;by Fear, as 
before, but engaged by Love and a De- 
face of Pleafing, as Chriſtianity requires; 
and the more ſo, as they improve in the 


Knowledge of the Chriſtian Faith, for 


the beſt Chriſtians are always the moſt 
faithful Servants; and being Servants for 


Life, they patiently ſubmit to it, remem- 


bring the Apoſtle s Words, He that is 
called in the Lord, being à Servant, 1s 
the Lord's Freeman; therefore art thou 
called, being a Servant, care not for it, 
but remain patiently in thy Calling; 


look ing for the bleſſed Hope and glo- 


rious Appearing of our Lord and Saviour 


Feſus Chriſt; when the faichful Servant 
ſhall. be made Free, and inherit Eternal 


Life. Wherefore, O ye Maſters and 
Miſtreſſes, conſider the great Injury you 
do theſe poor Slayes in keeping them in 
Ignorance; and the Sin you are guiliy of 
bereby: God wills not the Death of a 


Sinner; aad Chriſt requires we ſhould 


follow his Example in ſeeking the Hap- 
pineſs of all, and will you not obey ? 
they have no other Means of coming to 


the Knowledge of Chriſtianity but thro' 


your Aſſiſlance; and will you nos aſſiſt 


— 
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them ? How then are you Chriſtians. f- 


Do you expect Mercy from God at the 
great Day of Judgment, when you ſhew 
no Mercy to your Fellow Creatures F 
Will they not then riſe up in Judgment 
againſt you, and condemn you? Who 
made you to differ from them? Or what 
have you, that you did not yeceive trom 
God? Wherefore then do you rebel 
againli His Commands, in refuling Mer- 
ey to your Fellow Creatures 1 Verilyg 


your Condition is much worſe than 


theirs, whoſe Ignorance will plead Com- 
paſſion for them before the Bar of Jultice, 
while you, becauſe you Would ſhew ng 
Mercy, Hall have. Fudgment without 


Mercy: Conlider thele Things therefore 


of which you are here friendiy advis d; 
and be Friends to yourſelyes by ſhew: 
ing Mercy to your Fellow Creatures: 
Let your Negroes every One of them be 
carefully inſtructed in the Knowledge of 
Chriſtianity, and admitted into the 
Chriſtian Faith by Baptiſm : Se ſhall 
you approve youlelyes Chriſtians indeed, 
and God will be your. Rewarder ; But 
if you will flill continue rebellious 
againſt Him, by the Neglect of this 
great Duty ; remember you have here in 
Love been admoniſhed agzinſt the Con- 
ſequences of it ; which you will aſſuredly 
find true to your Eternal Sorrow; 
when that dreadful Sentence ſhall be pro» 


nounced upon you, Go 'ye Curſed inia 


everlaſting Fire prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels, there ſpall be Weeping 
and Gnaſoing of Teeth. | | 
Eleventbly. Having now conlider'd 
the Duty of Maſiers to their Servants, ie 
remains that ſomething alſo be advig'd to 


Servants, concerning their Duty to their 


Maſters: And here, I earneſtly intreat 
and exhort Servants to a tender and 


careful Regard ro the Will of their 8u - 


periors, as is requir'd of them by Divine 
Command. (Epbeſ. vi. 5, 6, 7, 8. Col. 


iii. 2.2, 23, 24, 25+ 1 Pet. u. 18, 195 
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Let them be carefully diligent to bey 5 


them in all Lawful Things, with S:l-nes 
and Subin.fſli»n, how contrary fecver 
. | they 
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they be to their own Deſires or natural 
Inc:inations ; always patiently bearin 
with their Infirmities or peeviſh Diſpoſi- 
tions, withour increaſing their Anger by 
' Various Replies, which ſome are too apt 
to do, and which by woeful Experience 
has been found-to be the Cauſe of much 
| Contention and Debate; this for the 
N Sake of Chriſt I exhort them to, who re- 
| quires this of them, in Obedience to 
His Commands, who has ſuffered ſo 
| much for them (1/a. liii. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7+ 8. 
| Mat. xi. 29.) | 
| Is their Treatment hard and ſevere, 
+ and their Neceſſities great and many? 
Yet Chriſi hag ſuffered much more; 
; whom if they be careſul co imitate by a 
patient Submiſſion to the Divine Will, 
they may aſſuredly Comfort themſelves 
with this Conſideration 3 That all their 
Neceſſi:ies will ſoon end, in an Eterni- 
ty of Joy and unſpeakable Bliſs ; where 
all Tears ſhall be wiped from the Eyes, 
and all Sorrow for ever baniſh'd from 
the Heart: Wherefore, let them give all 
. Diligence to obtain a perfect 
Victory over their Paſſions, that it may 
not grieve them to ſubmit to the Hu- 
mouis of Ochers, how odd or unaccoun- 
table ſoever they be; as alſo, that neither 
Malice, nor Wrath, which are as 
-Wounds de ſtroy ing the Peace of the Soul, 
may find the leaſt Room in their Breaſts ; 
leſt Satan take Occaſion hereby to de- 
firoy them for ever; who, not being 
Tenvrant of the Power he has over the 
Mind when cpprefled with immoderate 
Anger, has of en. times cauſed even good 
Perſons grievelly to offend hereby; for 


notking tends more to its Deſtruction 
than this unhappy Paſſion when immo- 
derate; it is the worſt of Frenſies, and 
it deprives a Perſon of his Reaſon, and 
drives him to deſperate Things; even as 
a Mad man, having War in his Heart, 
is pleas 4 with nothing more than caſting 
about Fire-brands, Arrous, and Death; 
fo is a Perſon depriv'd of his Reaſon by 
Immoderate Ager: Therefore ſhould i: 
br ſo much the wore carefully guatded 
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againſt as the great Bane of the Soul's 


Happineſs, and deſtructive to Chriltian | 


Viutues ; for how commendable ſoever a 
a Perſon may be at other Times for his 
Piety and good Actions, yet all is ble- 


miſned by this injurious Paſſion, where- 


by be is guilcy of Things, utterly un wor- 
thy Human Nature, much more a Chriſ- 


tian; hence the Apoſile has. told 
us, That be which ſeems to be Re- 


ligicus and bridleth not bis Tongue, 
that Man's Religion is vain, (S8. Fames 
i. 26.) Chriſt is propos'd as our Pattern 
to itcitate, as well in the Spirit of Meek- 
neſs, as in all other Virtues, without 


which we cannot be his Diſciples : There 


is nothing therefore more becoming a 
Chriſtian, than Meekneſs and Good- 
nature; a regular Governmeat of the 
Paſſions, and a due Regard to Speech, ſo 
as to be angry and fin not; becauſe by 
our Words we Pall be either juſtified or 
condemned, (S. Matt. xii. 37.) ſays the 
Aut bor of Life, 67 Sa 
Wherefore, being ſenſible of the Ne- 
ceſſity and great Benefit of theſe Things, 
namely, The Overcoming our untuly 
Paſſions; and yet, of the Difficulty of 
performing them, as being contrary to 
the natural Diſpoſition of the Mind, 
which is prone to Evil, as the Sparks fly 
upwards ; I do again earneſtly entreat 
them, as they regard the Love of God 
and the Comforts of eternal Life, Thar 
they be perſuaded to think upon, and 
obſerve what is here friendly advis'd, 
And in their Patience to poſſeſs thery 
Souls ; living in Love and Unity toge- 
ther, as Brethren, profciling the ſame 
Faith in Chyift, patiently bearing with 


each other's Infirmities, without Strife 


or Debate ; always remembering, That 
it is much more becoming the Diſpoſition 
of a Chriſtian, ſilently to paſs over ſmall 
Offences, then to uſe the Power of re- 
venging them, (Rom. xii. 19. 1 Pet. ii. 
19, 20, 21.) Grievonns Words, ſays the 
wiſe Hebrew, fir up Strife, but a ſoft 


Anſirer turneth away Hratb, (Prov. xv. 
1.) Love and Unity. even as Virtue 


which has its own R ward, recom- 
6 | mends 
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mends itſelf to all, for its great Excel- exerciſed herein; ſtudiouſiy ditecting 


lency and natural Tendency to make 
Men happy: Yea, what Happineſs, what 
ſocial Society can there be without it ? 
Bebold, ſays the Palmiſt how good and 


Joyful a Thing it is, for Brethren to dwell 


together in Unity: (Pſal. exxxiii 1.) 
Love (as I ſaid before) is the diſtinguiſh: 
ing Character of Chriſtianity, frequenr- 
ly prefſed by our bleſſed Lord to his 
Followers, as that whereby we ſhauld 


be diſtinguiſn'd from the Reſt of Man- 


kind ; and it is in yain to pretend to 


* Chriſtianiry, while the Mind is a Stran- 


ger to this Virtue : Many and ſtrong are 
the Motives preſſing hereto; for as 
Strife and Debate will increaſe unro 
more Ungodlineſs, and even as Malice 
and Ill- nature brings with it its own 
Puniſhment, and heaps up Wrath a- 
gainſt the Day of Wrath; ſo on the 
contrary, Love and Unity ſtirs up to 
Piety, and the Promotion of every good 
Work: Therefore it is highly commend- 


ed by the Pyalmiſ (Pſal. cxxxiii. I, 2, 


3.) earnelily recommended and prayed 
for by Chriſt, (S. Fobn xiv. 34, 35. and 
xvii. 20, 21.) vehemently; urged by the 
great Apoſtle St. Paul, (t Cor. i. 10) 

resched by the beloved Diſciple Sc. 
ibn, as abſolutely neceſſary to eternal 


Life, (x Fobn iv. 7,8, 11, 20, 21.) and 


carefully practiſed by the primitive Chriſ- 
tian (Act, iv 32) This makes us Pro- 
feſſors of one Faith; Worſhipers of one 
God; Children of one Parent; Bie- 
thren of one Chriſt; Companions of one 
Holy Ghoſt : And finally, Heirs of one 
Kingdom, and Poſſeſſors of eternal Joy. 
See here then the great Excellency of 
this Virtue, which if Servants would 
carefully obſerye, thoſe unhappy Diſ- 
putes and Animoſities ſo common among 
them, would have an End; and was it 
more univerſally eſteem'd among Man- 
kind, Chriſtianity would be more gene- 


rally praQtiſed, neither would they any 


longer bite and devour one another: 
But how neceſſary ſoever this Duty is to 
others, yet more eſpecially does it con- 
cern thoſe who are Preachers of Righte- 
ouſneſs and Reprovers of Vice, to de 


— 


their Steps in the Paths of Virtue, and 
walking as becometh Saints; for the 
World is never more curious and cir- 
cumſpect, than in prying into the Co's 
duct of thoſe by whom ſhe is reprovd 3 
and the leaſt Miſcarriage of ſuch is pro- 
claim'd upon the Houſe-top, and magn a 
fiel an bundred Fold; which declares 
the abſolute Neceſſity of good Examples 
as well as Precep's; without which, 
even an Angel's Exhortation to Obedi- 
ence, would be bur of very little Uſe ; 
for Example is the Life and Soul of Re- 


ligion, and without which, Chriſtianity _ 
can never be promoted, nor Vice ſup- 


preſs'd ; which all therefore ſhould be 
earneſtly exhorted to, and none more 
than Servants, that they may animate 
one another hereby, to a patient Con- 
tinuance in Well doing; wherein that 
they may be perfect and intive, wanting 
nothing ; I would, to what is already 
advis'd, earneſtly recommend this alſo, 
as greatly neceſſary carefully ro be oh- 
ſery'd; namely, To uſe Grace before 
and after Meat, as the Example of 
Chrift requires (S. Mark viii. 6. S. 
Fohn vi. 11, As xvii. 35.) which Duty, 
not only among chem, but alſo among 
many others, is I fear, very greatly ne- 
ole&ed ; whom therefore we would re- 
commend to the Beaſts of the Field and 
Fowls of the Air, to learn the Spirit of 


Gratitude, and the Duty of Thankful- 


neſs (Fob xii. 7, 8, 9. Iſa. i. 3.) but 


even among ſome of thoſe, who are nor 


al:ogethier guilty of this Crime, ſomething 
of Decency ſhould be advis'd ; who ei- 
ther fitting upon their Seats, like the 
Careleſs and Indolent, or elſe hanging 
down their Hands like a Sluggard, and 
drooping down their Heads like a Drone, 
while they ſpeak unto God, with Eyes 


at the ſame Time fixt upon their Food, 


and Bodies bowing down towards if, 
ſeem as tho' they meant to worſhip the 
Creature, inſtead of the Creator; and 
whoſe Gface likewiſe, are only a few 
Words, hurried over as in a Hurdle ; 
which though agreeable enough to the 
irreverent Gelture of their Bodies, yet 
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is it utterly unworthy the Acceptance of 
that God, who hates ſluggiſh and Juke- 
Warm AﬀeRions, (Prev. xv. 8. and xvili. 
9. Rev. ili. 15, 16.) but requires to be 
Worſhipp'd with our Bodies and Souls, 
which are his: And here likewiſe we 
cannot but admire at the Folly of thoſe, 
who make. ſome Pretence indeed to this 
Duty, but care not how git is done, a 
Child is call'd to perform it, who hei- 
ther conſiders or knows what he is about, 
nor can others underſtand what he ſays ! 
Rumbling over a few inarticulate 
Words, and then behold ! the Othce is 
done; an excellent Performance indeed! 
What range unacccuntable Notions 
muſt theſe People have of the Supreme 
Majeſty, who thus preſume to offer unto 
Him that Service which they, themſelves 
deſpiſe and would reject with Contempt 

from their Fellow Creatures: We can- 
not therefore behave ourſelves better in 
this Particular, than to follew the Ex- 
ample of Chriſt himſelf, who is ſer forth 
for our Imitation: O, but this is to be 
preciſe and ſingular, ſay ſome; yes, lo 
is Piety itſelf ; and what? Muſt it not 
therefore be pro ctis'd ? Yes, it is an Ar- 

ument chat it ought to be more gene- 
rally us'd; and then it would be as pre- 
ciſe and Gogular to neglect it. 

And now, leſt any who read what is 
here advis'd, I mean as to Grace before 
and after Meat, ſhould be at a Loſs 
the following 
is cecommended to their daily Practice. 


GRACE before Meat. 


OO D God be merciful! unto us; 

parton and deliver us from all our 
Sins ; and ſanctic) thy Gifts to our Uſe, 
and us to thy dee e throug h Feſus 
Chrif our Lord, Amen: 


THANKSGIVING after Meat. 


E gpive thee bumlle Thanks, O 
merciſul Lord, for this preſent Re- 
freſpment, which by thy Bounty we bave 
receiy'd + Gront, that as we continuaidy 
we may be pui.ied 
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by thy Fear all our Days, threugh Feſus 
Cbriſt our Lord. Amen, | : 


Theſe Thi ngs being ER d, it only 
remains that they be cafeſully obſery'd, 
which will bring a ſure Re.ompence of 


Reward to the Obedient, which God 


that cannot Lie, has promiſed : Bur if 
they be deſpis' d and rejected, than no- 
thing more. remains, bu: a N look- 


ing for of tertible Judgmenr, and fiery 


535 which ſhall devour the 


Diſobedient. 
_ Twelſthly, The laſt Mo: ive to Piety 
which I ſhall at preſent offer, and which 
nearly concerns all, frequently to re- 
member, is the Duration and Severity 
of the Puniſhwent, unto which the Ne- 
glect and Contempt of Religion will 
moſt aſſuredly conſign us. 
And here, O cbriſtian Profeſſor, 


knowing the Teyrors of the Lord, and 


that it is a fearſul Thing, to fall into 
the Hands of the Living God, 1 do again, 
once more in Love, as greatly longing 

after your eternal Happineſs, earneſtly 
entreat you, for the Lord's ſake, and 
for your own Sou]'s ſake, not to be un- 


mindful of what is here recommended 
to your Peruſal, and moſi ſerious Conſi- 


deration : Efleem | it not, 1 beſeech you, 
ſufficient careleſly to peruſe it over once, 
and think no more of ir, but ſo care- 


fully and frequently read, and reflect 


upon it, as to become ſenſible of the ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of obſerving it; and for 


the future, refrain from, and abhor the 


vile Sins here adv $d againſt; namely, 

The Sins of Omiſſion, and wilt Ne- 
glect of your Duty to God, for why will 
you die in your Sins? Tea rather, Why 
will ye not ſpeedily repent and live for 
ever ? So ſhall you eſcape in the dread- 
ful Day of Judgment, the Wrath and 
Indignation of your great Creator, Who 
in his Anger is a conſuming Fire, (Deut. 

iv. 24. Mal. iv. 1. Heb.xii.28, 29 Which 
therefore r-quires us with ſo much the 
more Diligence, always to be upon our 
Guard, that we incur not the Diſplea- 
ſare of ſo dreadful a Majeſly, The chief 


ad of our Creation, was to be made 
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rol 


Heirs of eternal Happineſs : But how Ghoſt in the Infancy of my Life ? why 


greatly does it tend ro the Shame and 


Reproach of Human Nature, to behold 
the Whole Creation anſwering the End 
of Providence, in their ſevera] Capaci- 
ties, Man only excepred.! And that 


Man, the nobleſt and moſt excellent 


Part of God's Woikmanſhip, ſhould de- 
baſe himſelf in this Thing below the 
meaneſt Animals, is a Thought, which, 


| alas! is almoſt too amazing to be be- 


liev'd, could it by any Means be deny'd. 
But, O Sinner! Conſider, I beſeech 
you, before it be too late, the Intereſt 
of your immortal Soul, and the dread- 
ful Conſequences attending the Neglect 
thereof: Behold ! Eternity is before 
you, and there is but a Step between 
you and Death: O then! let the ſeri- 
ous Conſideration of the Shortneſs and 


\ » Uncertainty of this Life, and the 


awakening Words of Death, Fudgment, 
and Eternity, ſpeedily to come, fink 
deep into your Soul, and move you ſo 
ro live, as always to be prepar'd for 


your great Change: Tea, 1 ſay, let the 


Profpe& of a miſerable Eternity now at 
Hand, awaken your Mind from its De- 
lirium of Sin and Polly, before it re- 
ceives you into its Boſom : Look into 
the woeful Gulf of Miſery, and behold 
the dreadful Conſequences of Obſtinacy 
and Rebellion; ſee there, the ten 
Thouſand Times ten Thouſand moſt mi- 
ſerable Wretches, in the uttermoſt An- 
guiſh of Soul and horrible Diſpair, loſt 
to all Eternity! Hark, how they bewail 
themſelves in diſmal Sighs and Shreeks, 
in froitleſs Tears and bitter Lamenta- 
tions! Behold, IT ſay, the dreadful 
Sivhr, and Jet the Words of the Damn'd 
awaken vou to Attention. O] miſera- 
ble] unſp:akably miſerable and wretch- 
ed that I am |! who Hall deliver me from 
the Eternity of theſe Torments | Ol that 


ev'y I'awas born! that ever I livdto- 


offend, to become thus intolerably miſe- 
yable! Curſed be the Day wherein 1 
at horn ! and curſed be thoſe by whom 
I was conceiv'd | why did I not die from 
the Womb ? why did I not give up the 


did the Knees prevent me? or why the 
Brea fs that I bu ſuck ? for now had 


I been Ouiet and at Reft, yea, I bad 


eſcaped this inconceivable Pain and Pu- 
niſument, unto which, my Sins has now 


for ever conſigned me! Now too late, 


alas! to my eternal Sorrow, I find by 
evoeſu! Experience, that Bl:([:d, and for 
ever Bleſſed and Happy are they, and 
only they, Who Fear God and keep his 
Commandments : Thoſe whom we Fools, 
ſometime ſince had in Deriſion and a 
Proverb of Reproach, whoſe Life we ac- 
counted, Madneſs, and their End to be 
avithout Honour, how are they numbred 
among the Children of God, and their 
Lot is now among the Saints! glorious 
is their Condition, and unſpeakable their 


Happineſs | Lift up thine Eyes, behold 


and ſee the bleſſed Proſpe# | Obſerve 
there bow they ſtand round about the 
ſplendid Throne of the Infinite Almighty - 
Being, cloathed with immortal Foy, 


and Happineſs fully poſſeſſing, as un- 


ſpeakably Great and Infinite, as Hell is 
exquifitely miſerable and eternal in Du- 
ration! O] bow glorious and noble it 


the Sight | how melodious their Songs of 


repeated Hallelujahs ! daily admiring, 
and fill continuing to admire to all 
Eternity, the infinite Perſect ion of their 
Great Creator; while we, Unhappy ! 
ab |! too Unbappy and Miſerable Wretches, 
are loft and undone for ever | The greater 
their Foy, and the more glorious the 
Proſpect of their Happineſs, ſo much 
the more does it add to our Torments and 
Miſery, as being for ever, yea, for ever! 
banify'd from the Foy thereof : What 
bath Pride profited us? or what Good 
hath our Riches cvitb our Vaunting 
brought us? truly, e have erred from 


_ the Truth, the Light of Rin hieouſneſs : 
bath not fvin'd unto us, and the Son of - 


Righteouſneſs voſe not upon us ; we 
we tried ourſelves in the Way of Wicked- 
neſs and De ftruct ion, but as for the Way 
of the Lord eve ba de not known it! A 

me | how have I hated Infiru@ion, and 


deſpiſed Reproof | how baue E rejeled _— / | 
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the Paths of Virtue, and embrac'd Vice | 
But now, alas | my Puniſhment 1s come 
ubon me, and I cannot eſcape it; yea, 
an Eternity of Torments is my Portion. 
O Eternity | thou dreadful Thought | 
aubat ? after having endured the Wrath 
and Indignation of an angry Deity, for 
ten Thouſand Times ten Thouſand Miri 
ard of Ages, an Eternity of Torments 
too boyrible to be expreſſed, ſtill to come |! 
'© that I was a Caterpillar ! a Weoym | 
or any Thing but what I am | 

Here then, behold ! and ſee, all you 
that are ſtill in a Condition of Repen- 
tance ; look upon my miſerable Condi- 
tion, conſider it and be wiſe, leſt you 
alſo come into this Place of Torments : 
Have you liv'd long in a ſinſul Courſe ? 


Have you been call'd before and would 
not hearken ? yet now obey, for there 
is ſtill Hope; make Speed therefore to 
Awake, thou that Sleepefl, and ariſe 
from the Dead, and Chrift ball pive 

thee Re ft. | 

' Behold here, I ſay, O Sinner! con- 
ſider the Language of the Damn'd, ex- 
torting you to a ſpeedy Repentance and 
Reformation, for Reaſons ſufficient, 
were it poſſible, to awaken rhe Heart 
of Stone: And will you not hear? God 
himſelf now invites you to Happineſs, 
and will you not obey? Oh ! do not 
this abominable Thing which 1 bate, 
fays he, but look unto me and be ye 
ſaved ; for I am God, and there is none 


my Commandments and live; for 1 
baue no Pleaſure in the Death of the 
Wicked, ſaith the Lord, but that be turn 
from bis Way and live: Therefore, turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil Ways, for why 
chill ye die, O Sinners ? (Fer. xliv. 4. 
Iſa. xlv. 22. Prov. xxiii. 26. and iv. 4. 
Exe. xxxilt. 11.) Waſb ye, make ye clean, 
put away the Evil of your Doings from 
before mine Eyes: Ceaſe to do Evil, 
Jearn to do Well 7 feek Fudgment, re- 
live the Oppreſſed, judge the Fatberleſs, 


let us reaſon togetber, ſaith the Lord; 
Though your Sins were as Scarlet, they 


yet now you are call'd to Repentance :- 


elſe : Therefore give me thy Heart, keep 


plead for the Widow : Come now, and 
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ali be as white as Snow ; and though 


they be yed like Crimſon, they ſhall be 
as Wool, (Iſa. i. 16, 17, 18.) 855 

Rouſe, rouſe thy Soul then; make 
Halle while Time and Health remains; 
ſhake off thy Lethargy of Sin, and with 
hearty Repentance and Contrition of 


Soul, fling thyſelf into the Arms of thy 


merciful God, and with relenting 
Heart and weeping Eyes humbly con- 
feſs and bewail. thy Sins before him, 
o Immortal God | Offended Majefty of 
Heaven | Senſible by thy Grace of my 
Sins, I now fly to thee for Mercy ; Mercy, 
Mercy, Lord, I crave of thee ; O therefore, 
mercifully look upon me thy Handy- 
Work ; thy Creature, Lord, convicted of 
my Sin, and condemned by Conſcience ; 
Miſerable without thy Mercy, and undone 
for ever; yet I beſeech thee caſt me not 
away from thy Preſence, ne itber chaflen 
me in thy beavy Diſpleaſure, left thou 
bring me to Nothing ; but according to 
thy Infinite Goodneſs, who deſireft not 
the Death of a Sinner, but that he Pould 
turn from his Evil Way and live ; ſo 
havs Mercy upon me, O! thou wortby 
Fug de of all Men, and ſuffer me not, I 
beſeech thee, O Lord! to fall under thy 
great Diſpleaſure and heavy Indignati. 
on, but make me an bappy Example of 
thy Favour and loving Kindneſs, whobum- 
bly implores thy Pardon for all my Sins pa ſt, 
which from Time to Time I have moſt 
grievouſly committed by Thought, Word 
or Deed again thy Divine Majefly, 
provoking moſt juſtly thy Wrath and In- 
dignation againſt me; I do earnefily re- 
pent, and am heartily ſorry for theſe my 
Miſdoings ; the Remembrance of them it 
grievous unto me, the Buren of them 1s 
intolerable Yet, O God, moſt Holy! © 
Lord, moſt Mighty! O bol and moſt mer- 
ciful Saviour! Deliver me not over unto 
the bitter Pains of Eternal Death, but 
turn thou me, O Good Lord! fo forall I 
be turned; and for thy Name's Sake 
foraive me all that is paſt : Thou knows. 
efl the Secrets of my Heart O there fore 
Sbut not thy Merciful Ears to my Pray- 
ers, but ſpare me, O Lord moſt Holy! © 
God moſt Mighty ! O Hoh and Merciful 

| Fa ther, 
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Fut bor, thou worthy Fudge Eternal ! 
and ſuffer me not in my greateſt Di ftreſi, 
to feel any Pangs of Death to fall from 
thee, Who now turn ta thee in Weeping, 
Fa fting, and Prayer, beſeeching thee for 
thy Son's Sake, to forgive me all that. 1s 
paſt, for thou. art a merciful God, full of 


Compaſſion, long Suffering, and of 


great Pity ; thou ſpareſt when I deſerve 
Puniſhment, and in thy Wrath thinkeft 
upon Mercy: Spare me therefore, good 
Lord; O] Spare me ſtill; and grant 
that 1 may ever Hereafter ſerve and 
pleaſe thee in Newneſs of Life, to thy 
Honour and Glory; ſo ſhall I not be 


| brought to Confuſion, but by daily im- 


proving in thy Faith and Fear, Ifpall die 
in thy Favour, reſt in thy Peace, and dwell 
with thee in Life euerlaſting. Amen. 
Thus by truly confeſſing, bewailing, 
and forſaking your Sins; you will moſt 
aſſuredly, thro” Faith in Chriſt, by Free 
Grace, find Favour and get your Par- 
don ſeal d in Heaven, before you go 
hence and be no more ſeen : Set about 


this Great Work therefore, this one 
Thing moſt neceflary withour any further 


Delay: Life is ſhort and uncertain, and 
to poſtpone it a Day longer, may be a 


Day too late, and then, thou art loſt 


and, undone for ever; wherefore be per- 
ſuaded to begin now with all thy 
Strength and Might, and then how 
difficult and burdenſome ſoever the Task 


may be, yet Diligence will make it eaſo, 


and the Reward will infinitely recom- 


pence it; Hell will be avoided hereby, 


and Heaven obtain'd : Heaven is of no 
ſmall Value, it is worthy thy uttermoſt 
Diligence and Induſtry:to procure ; and 


in order, as a neceſſary Ingredient hereto, 


it is requiſite for you, not only to obſerve 
what is. here adviſed your ſelf, but alſo. 
diligently to recommend it to others; 
eſteeming it as the Voice of God, invi- 
ting you to Repentance and Salvation; 


but if you deſpiſe and reje& it with 


Scorn and Contempt, be well aſſured ' 


that God Himſelf is deſpiſed and re- 
proached hereby: Conſider what I ſay, I 
beſeech you, and accept of this friendly 
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Admonition without Diſpleaſure, and 
let it have its due Efte& upon the Mind, 
as being offered by Divine Command, 
(Lev. xvi. 17. 1 Tim. v. 20. S. Fam, 
iv. 17.) which if deſpiſed, will certain- 
ly in the End, turn to your Eternal 
Woe and Miſery. ( Ferem. ii. 19. and 
Xi. 3. Prov. i. 24, 25, Ec.) ' 
And now my Anſwer to thoſe wha 
obje& againſt what is here advis'd, is 
earneſtly to deſire, that whatſoever js 
amiſs, they would ſpeedily amend, and 
add thereto, what Additions ſhall be ne« 
ceſſary to make it more acceptable and 
uſeful to the Publick : It was an ear- 
neſt longing Defire after the Happineſg 
and Spiritual Welfare of my Fellow 
Creatures, for whom I am willing ta 
ſpend and be ſpent, that firſt mov'd me 
ro think of ſomething for their Uſe and 
Benefit; being content, for the Sake of 
ſome few, by whom poſſibly this may 
meet with a kind Reception, to expoſe 


my ſelf to the Cenſure and Contempt of | 


the rude Multitude, who are never wan= 
ting in their hard Cenſures and bitter 
Reproaches, even againſt thoſs wha 
mean them nothing but Good. 

And many. there are in theſe Days, 
who like the Athenians of Old, (At, 
xvii, 21.) make it their chief Delight ta 
hear and cell ſome new Thing ; whom 
yet I would adviſe, to be careful how they 
ſport themſelves with Things that are Se- 
rious and S2ered, left they ſhould laugh 


themſelves into their own Deſtruct on; 


for whom methinks, I could, by Diving 
Aſſiftance, willingly lay down my Life, 
would it avail any Thing towards their 


Eternal Happineſs; whom now I moſt 
earneſtly recommend ta the Favour and 


Prot ection of God, and the Word of His 
Grace; humbly beſeeching the Almigh- 


ty, to enlighten their Minds, by His 


Divine Spirit, and daily improve them 
in the ſame, more and more, until they 
come to His everlaſting Kingdom: 
Which are the humble Deſires and moſt 
earneſt Prayers of 8 
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Mn Y this Appendix, I mean to ad- 
iS B dreſs myſelf particularly to the 
5 Minors of the Age; how fi uit- 
leſs and ineffectual the Attempt may be 
eſteem'd to hope for Audience from them, 
T know not; yet how diſpis'd and con- 
temptable ſoever Youth ate, I cannot 
think that they are altogether ſo vain in 
themſelves, or ſo deaf to all good and 
fober Counſel, exhorting to Things ſeri- 
ous, as ſome would repreſent them ro 
be, who fligmatize them with the Names 
of Fools and Idiots: On the contrary ; 
I think it eaſier to make a Young Idiot 
a Saint, than an old Sinner: But, pla- 
cing the D:ftticulty upon an equal Level; 
as I have before addreſs'd myſelf to the 
former, bow much to their Benefit, God 
knows; ſo here alſo, I willingly turn to 
the latter; who, although I ſhould be 
entirely fruſtrated in my intended Love 
towards them, yet ſhall they know that 
they have a Brother who is tenderly con- 
cern'd for their preſent and eternal Hap- 
pineſs. | 

O YouTn ! Youth, Youth > Who 
calls? Hear, be content, I pray you, to 
leave your Toys, your Folly, and Foppery 
for a while, and come hither : Behold, 
we come: What ſay you? Hear me, 
with Patience, I'll tell you, and after 
that uſe your Pleaſure : We do hear, ſay 
on: Would you be Great and Happy? 
Jes: Then follow my Advice, and you 
will attain it: We deſire to Obey, 
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this is the principal and moſt excellent 
Part of Knowledge and without which, 
all other is of but little Value; this will 
teach you Wiſdom and Prudence, the 
only Acquiſitions of making you Great 
and Happy : Learn therefore ro know 
thyſelf, by rightly confideriog Human 
Nature. | ; 

Man, is the moſt helpleſs and depen- 
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Firſt then, Learn to know thyſe'f, for 


— 


— — 


dant of all Creatures, and either the moſt 
Happy or Miſera ble of all the Creation: 
Nature has provided irrational Animals 
with Cloathing natural to themſelves; 
the Beaſts of the Field have Hair, the 
Birds of the Air have Feathers, and the 
Fiſh of the Sea have Scales; and alſo fo 
ſpeedily haſtens them to ſuch Maturity as 
that they are able preſently to provide for 
themſelves : But Man, alas! poor, feeble 
Man comes into the World naked, and 
altogether helpleſs and indigent, and muſt _ 
be fed and cloathed by others, or elſe he 
dies; thus he continues a long Time ex- 
pos'd to many Dangers and Calamities, 
entirely helpleſs and dependant, before 
he is able to aſſiſt himſelf: He begins 
Life with Crying and Tears, denoting 
that He is born to Trouble, as the Sparks 
fly upwards : He comes into the World 
with Pains; enters upon Life with 
Tears, is nurſed up with Fears; lives 
in Cares; and dies with Groans ; his 
firſt Voice moves Compaſſion, his laſt 
commands Grief: He is few of Days, and 
full of Trouble; Lord! what is Man! 
Originally, vile Duſt and Aſhes ; ingen- 
dered in Sin; brought forth with Sor- 
row; helpl-is in his Infancy ; wild, 
and naturally prone to Vanity in his 
Youth ; diſquieted with many Cares in 
his Manhood ; decrepir in his Old Age, 
and from thence falls back avain into 
the Infirmities of Childhood: Lord, what 
is Man that thou haſt ſuch Regard unto 
him ! Man is like a Thing of Nought, 
his Time paſſeth away like a Shadow : 
He is born; lives; grows old; dies; 
thus is the Race of Man; alas! how 
ſwift ! In the mean while great Things 
are expected from him, and he is diſtin- 
euiſh'd and made ſuperior to the Reſt 
of the Crea ion, by the noble Character 
Regſon; which, a cordin} as it isapply'd, 
eicher prefers him inflattely above, or 


dep: & fes 


depreſſes him as much below the Beaſts 
that periſh ; they die and are no more, 
but Man's going hence is either to Eter- 
nal H ppineſs or Miſery, 3 

Whereſore, O Youth, would you be 
Happy? I pray thee then know thy ſelf, 
and ſeek what is beſi for thee, which is 
thy greateſt Wiſdom: Come then! Follow 
me, I will lead you the Way to be Hap- 
py and Honourable by being Good. 
Conlider now the End of your Creation, 
it was, Namely; That you might 
fear God and keep His Commandments, 
continue here a ſhort Time, then go 
Hence, and be made Eternally Happy; 
thus to conſider yourſelf is the greateſt Pru- 
dence: Would you therefore be perſuad- 
ed hereto, begin now to be Religiour, 


and remember thy Creator in the Days 


of tby Touth ; which, of all other Things, 
will make thee moſt Honourable. becauſe 
for this Thing even God Himſelf will 
Honcur you, which ſurely is the ſu- 
premeſt of all Honour : This will make 
you prudent in your Conduct and Be- 
haviour, and enable you the better 
to perform the neceſſary Affairs of Hu- 


man Liſe, how great ſoever they be: Be 


not deceived therefore I beſeech you by 
the gaudy alluring Temptations of Vice, 
bur remember the deadly Sting that lies 
conceal'd in its Embraces; and what 
' Pleaſure is there in the moſt delicious 
Honey, if it poiſons thoſe that eat it ? 
How beautiful ſoever Vice appears to 
the Eye, yet its Pleaſures are Gall and 
Wormwood to. the Soul ; while the 
| Beauties of Religion, like a valuable 
Treaſure, or the precious Stones of the 
Earth, lies more conceal'd, and muſt be 
obtain'd by much Labour and Diligence, 
in uſing the Means of Grace, with frequent 
Intercourſe with God, thro” Chriſt ; by 


which being found, it yields more Joy + 


and Satisfaction than the whole World 
it ſelf can give, and will end in everlaſt- 
ing Bliſs hereaſter: Rejoice, O young 
Man in thy Youth, and let thine Heart 
chear thee while thou art yet Dung; and 
and walk inthe Ways that Delight thee, 
and in the Sight of thin: Eyes; take thy 
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| fill of Pleaſure, eat, drizk, and be mer 


ry © This is the Voice of Sin, inticing you 


to its Embraces, and alluring you therets 
by many and various Temp-ations pre. 
ſented to your View : But Conſcienee and 
Prudence replies; Remember, O young 
Man, that for all theſe Things God will 
bring thee into Fudg ment, and condemis 


' thee for ever: And will you purchaſe 


momentary Pleaſure at the Expence of 
everlaſting Pain? Will you relinquiſh a 
Crown of lamortallicy, for the lake of 
enjoying the Pleaſures of Sin for a Sea. 
ſon? O don't be fo unwiſe I beſeech 
you, be advisd by a Friend and a Bro- 
ther, who longs for nothing more than, 
your Happineſs : And do you yet think 
Religion an improper Conlideration for 
your tender Years? Is it becauſe you 
imagine it will deprive you of the Plea- 
ſures of Life? Believe me, O dear Youth, 
you are very unhappily miſtaken ; for on 
the contrary, it very greatly adds to Plea- 
ſure, and makes needful Recreation a ne- 
ceſſary Ingredient to Life; it forbids only 
an Exceſs herein, as being prejudicial to 
Human Nature, which Reaſon alſo prohi- 
bits: Wherein then I beſeeeh you, is 
Religion injurious to your Happinels? 
On the contrary it naturally tends to 


promote and improve it; nay, it is in its 


ſelf the greateſt Happineſs, and moſt” ſu- 
perlative Pleaſure, Foy ber Ways are 


Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all ber Paths - 


ave Peace? But perhaps you will ſay, It 
it difficult : It is ſo , but not half fo dif- 
ficult as Sin; the Yoke of Sin is infi- 
nitely heavier ; nay, it is this alone thar 
makes the other -unpleaſanc ; caſt Sin 


away, andthe Difficulty of Religion will 


be remoy'd : But how burdenſome ſoever 
it may ſeem to be, yer it mult be endur'd, 
or elſe thou art loſt and undone for ever: 
Therefore delay the Time no longer, 
but begin now, for the ſooner thou be- 
gineſt, the lighter will be the Burden, 
and the eaſier the Difficulty will be re- 
mov'd, of which if thou complaineſt now, 
i: will be very greatly increas'd by de- 
laying the Time: Remember we are 
not Maſters of our owa Time, we can't 

| | | command 
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command a Day to outſelyes, neither 
can we Repent or be Happy without 
Grace, which if rejected wnen offered, 
may be loſt for ever; but nw is the ac 
ceptable Time, behold, now is the Day of 
Salvation : Miſerable is their Madneſs, 
and in dead Things their Hope, Who 
poſtpone this Great Work, this one 
Thing moſi neceſſary to their Death- 
Bed, or Old Age; this is to hazard 
their immortal Intereſt at the Chance of 
a Die that has ten thouſand Odds 
againſt them ; bow do they know whe- 
ther they ſhall live to be Old? Or, if 
they do, whether they ſhall have Time to 
repent ? Or, if they have Time, whether 
they ſhall have Grace ſufficient hereto £ 
Or, can we ſuppoſe that God will accept 
the Service of our ,old decrepit Age, 
when we have ſpent our Strength and 
Vigour in the Devil's Drudgery ? Offer it 
now to an earthly Prince, will he accept 
thereof, or be pleaſed with thy Perſon ? 


How much leſs can we ſuppoſe that God 


will, againſt whom we have rebelled 
from our Youth up: Surely then, the 
Weakneſs and Folly of thoſe can't be too 
much exploded nor lamented, who de- 
pend ſo much upon Old Age, or a Death- 
Bed Repentance ; and imagine that a 
ſew vain Sighs or Groans, Tears or Pro- 
miſes, will then be ſuthcient to attone 
for a whole Life's ſinning! No, we are 


| commanded fo work out our Salvalion, 


and labour to enter into Life; but their 
Days of Labour are paſt, and now they can 
ra longer Work; and what then muſt 
they do? alas ! without God's infinite 
Mercy they are loſt and undone for ever, 
See naw therefore, O Youth, thy great 
Advantage in having Time and Strength 
to Work; conſider the great Benefit and 
Neceſſity of it, and no longer delay it; 


but caſt away now thy Burden of Sin, 


and Religion will be pleaſant, and thy 
Life happy: To this End therefore 1 
earnelily recommend to your Obſerya- 
tion the following Particulars, 

If. Be always careful to avoid the 
leaſt Solicitations to Sin; there is no- 
hing more dangerous than Curioſities in 


* 


Things unlawful ; confider how great 
2 Fire a little Spark kindes, even fo 
one ſmall Sin draws on to a greater, and 
will quickly plunge thee into that 
Crime which ever after will be a Grief 
and Diſgrace to thee all thy Days: Take 
Heed therefore not to indulge thyſelf in 
the Extremity of Things lawful, for then 


thou art upon the Borders of Sin, and 


how eaſy it is co plunge him into the 
River which walks upon its Brink, thou 


knowek very well: So from the Borders 


of Things Innocent, the next Step makes 
thee Criminal, and plunges thee into the 


horrible Gulf of Iniquity, and where 


art thou then! How many have been, 
and ſtill are Joſt and undone for ever 


by this Means ! Yea, how many Youths 


have been ſeen of noble Geniuſes, fine 
Parts and good Nature, in all Re- 
ſpects very promiſing to make great 


and good Men, uſeful Members to 
Society, a Joy to their Parents, a 
Pleaſure to their Friends, and a Happi- 


neſs to themſelyes ; but in a few Years 


Time, alas! what an unhappy Change 


is made : Their Parents are in Tears, 
their Priends amaz'd, and themſelves in 
DeſiruQion.; Vice has deceiv'd them, 
and Sin hath led them to Ruin : Where- 


fore, O Youth, be perſwaded to obſerve 


what is here advis d, and keep thee from 
Sin. | 
| 2adly. To this End, be carefully di- 


ligent in the Practice of Piety, which is 


the ſole Preſervaiife againli Vice and 
Corruption; negle& not your Prayers 
Morning and Eyening, as advis'd in the 
former Part of this Book : Read the 
Holy Scriptures frequently and carefully ; 


concerning the Uſefulneſs and Excellen- 
cy of which ſomething has been ſaid in 


7 


the foregoing Pages. ; 

3dly, Remember the Sabbath Day to 
keep it Holy, and carefully attend the 
Woiſhip of God: Bur bring no Dogs 
with you to Church; thoſe Chriſtians 


ſurely don't conſider where they are a 
going, when they bring Dogs with them 


to the Aſſembly of Divine Worſhip, diſ- 


tubing the Congregation by their 


Noiſe 
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Noiſe and Clamour : Be thou careful, I 
ſay, of this ſcandalous Thing, which all 
ought to be advisd againſt as indecent : 
And being entered into the Houſe of 
God, compoſe your Mind for the due 
Performance of the enſting Devotion by 
ſerious Meditation, and the following, 
or ſome other Prayer, 


God merciful Father, the Giver of 

all good Gifts, I give thee humble 
Thanks for all thy Mercies and Favours 
beRlowed upon me from Time to Time; 
particularly that thou haſt called me to 
be a Member of thy Church Temporal, 
and haſt at this Time admitted me into 
the ſame : Grant, O Lord, I beſeecb 
thee, that whatſoever good Thing I may 
hear with my outward Ears, it may be 
fo | upon info my Heart, as daily to 
produce in me the Fruits of good Living ; 
that leaving thy Church Militant, 1 
may hereafter he made a Member of thy 
Church Triumphant, through the Merits 
and Interceſſion of Feſus Chriſt, my Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 


Neither ought you to leave the Houſe 
of God without returning Praiſe to him, 
in Words expreſſive of your Thankful- 
ne's for the Favour then receiv'd, in 
which you may enlarge or forbear, as 
Occaſion requires. | | 

Concerning your Behaviour at enter- 
ing into the Houſe of God, and while 
there, what is before-mention'd may 
ſuthce, which is recommended to you care- 
fully to obſe: ve what is there advis'd. 
atbly. With all thy Might, ſeek to 
promote the Honour of God, and the 
Happineſs of thy Fellow Creatures, both 
by Example and Precept, and ſtrive for 
the Truth unto Death, and God will 
aſſift thee : But take Heed that your 
| Zeal be according to Knowledge; for 
there is nothing more deſtructive to 
Piety, Unity, and Love, than an ignorant 
raſh Zeal : Hence it is, that ſo many 
bitter Quarrels and Animoſicies ariſe 
among Chriſtians, caſting about Fire- 
brands, Arrows, and Death at each 
other, cenſuring and condemning one 
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49 
another as Reprohates : And while each 
Party ſeeks to promote Chriſtianity, by 
pleading for their own Opinions, they 
take the moſt effectual Way to ruin and 
deſiroy it: An ignorant Zeal is of a ra- 
ging, furious, perſecuting Nature, and 
acts by Power and Force, againſt all 
Oppoſition ; it is implacable againſt all 
who differ in Opinion, cenſuring and 
condemning them as Reprobates, Ene- 
mies to God, and unfit to live upon the 
Earth, and wants only Power to deſtroy 
and put them to Death; its Arms are, 
Fire and Sword, Slander and Defama- 
tion: But a Zeal according to Know- 
ledge, viz, A true Chriſtian Zeal, is 
that which operates by a loving, meek, 
compaſſionate Spirit; whoſe Arms are, 
Prayer, Love, and Truth : It is always 
zealous for God's Honour and the Hap9 
pineſs of Mankind, but ſeeks to promote 
it, not by Force and Violence, but by 
Prayer, Intreaty, and Diligence in the 
Work of the Lord, and is always cau- 
tious of determining any Thing con- 
cerning another's Condition, of what 
Religion ſoever they be; but prays ear- 
neſtly for all, that God's Grace may be 
known upon Earth, and his faving 
Mercy unto all Nations: It is willing 
to do Good to all, and is grieved at 
nothing mere than Sin, which it always 
zealouſly oppoſes with the uttermoſt Vi- 
gour by the Arms of the Spirit, con- 
vincing the Sinner of the Ertor of his 
Ways, by courteous Behaviour, Intreaty, 
and perſuaſive Arguments, founded up- 
on Reaſon and Truth, thereby ſnewing 
him the Nature and Danger of his Sin. 
Thus you ſee the great Difference be- 
tween an ignorant, and a true Zeal: 
They doth are greatly mov'd for God's 
Honour, both zealoully affected in pro- 
moting it, but take dire& contrary 
Means to effect it: The One paſſes 
Judgment againſt all Oppoſers, pronoun- 
cing them to be in a State of Damna- 
tion e But the Other refers all Judgment 
to God, and prays for its Perſecutors : 
The One ſeeks to promote Religion by 
Force and Violence ; but the Other, by 
Love and Hamanity. A lively Exams 
G | ple 
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ple of which we have in St. Paul: 
View him before his Converſion, and 


he breathes nothing but Threatnings 


and Slaughter againſt all Oppoſers, and 
thought he did God good Service by put- 
ting them to Fire and Seword s Thus dealt 


[ he againſ} theChriſtians, Iheing exceeding 
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_Realous, ſays he, puniſoed them oft in 
"every Synagogue; compelled them to 
. blaſpheme, and perſecuted them even to 


range Cities: But aſter his Converſion 
to Chriſtianity, Oh ! what an amazing 
Change was here? The Spirit of Zeal 


was the ſame, but ated by quite dif- 


ferent Means: He who before could 
bear no Oppoſition ; Now, ſays he, be- 


ing reviled, wwe bleſs; being perſecuted, 


ewe ſuffer it; and being defamed, we 
antreat! He who before uſed nothing 
but Force and Violence againſt all Oppo- 
ſers, now ſeeks to win them by Meek- 
neſs, Gentleneſs, and Love, and willingly 
ſubmits to all Things, that he might by 
all Means ſave ſome. Thus lovely is a true 
Chriſtian Zeal ; and ſuch muſt yours be, 
ot it will be a Zral not according to 
Knowledge, or the Spirit of the Goſpel. 

gthly. Be always careſul not to en- 
gage yourſelf fo far in any Buſineſs, as 
may claſh with your Eternal Intereſt; 
an Exceſs muſt always be avoided, as 
making even the moſt lawful and ne- 
ceflary Thing finful : Thus, fo to labour 
as to forget to pray is ſinful; and fo to 
pray as to forget to labour is alſo ſinful ; 
In like manner, ſo to eat as to forget 


* Temperance, is criminal; and fo to uſe 


Moderation as to neglect neceſſary Food 
is alſo criminal: And ſo in all other 
Reſpects of Life, an Exceſs muſt always 
be avoided as ſinful and dangerous. 

" Gthly. Be careful always ſo to ſet 


Four AﬀeQions upon the Things of this 


Life, as upon Things of a precarious and 
uncertain Duration, and promiſe to your- 
ſelf the Certainty of nothing; that how 
foever Things may happen contrary to 

-your liking, it may rather be eſteem'd a 
common Accident than a Diſappoint- 
ment; ſo ſhall it be more tolerably en- 
dured by you; and by proper Reffecti- 


wen, may become ſerviceable to you alſo, 
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7thly. Undertake no Buſineſs, without 
firft duly conſidering the End, and ſeek 


to God for a Bleſſing ; always returning 


Thanks for Mercies receiy'd; and be 
careful to uſe Grace before and after 
Meat, as before advis'd. 

8thly. Be ready to aſſiſt all to the 
uttermoſt of your Power; doing to 
them as you would be dealt by yourſelf; 
and learn to return Good for Evil, 
ever abhorring Defamation and Re- 
proach as utterly Unchriſtian, how Juſt 
ſoever your Cauſe may be thereto. 

-9thly. Be Civil and Courteous to all, and 


endeavour rather to merit Eſteem than 


deſire it, always behaving yourſelf ſo as 
that whatſoever Slander and Defamati- 
on may be caſt upon you, it may be un- 
deſerved; and carefully avoid ill Com- 
pany and Idleneſs; which are Satan's 
Engines, whereby he ſeeks to rempt un- 


"wary Minds to Sin, and bring them to 


Ruin. | 

rothly, In Diſputations about indif- 
ſerent Things, it is better to acquieſce, 
or be ſilent, than to bold an Argument 
of Contention; eſpecially with Arbitrary 


Perſons, who will have Things their 
own Way how contrary ſoever to Truth 


or Reaſon: And farther, I would ear- 
neſily deſire you to have a ſtrict Regard 


over your Words, and keep thy Heart 


with all Diligence, for out of it ave the 
Iſſues of Life : We can't but much ad- 
mire ar the great Folly of thoſe who 
hope God will pardon their vile Oaths 
and Imprecations becauſe they were in a 


Paſſion, or provoked thereto whereas 


there is nothing more vain, idle, and 


dangerous, than ſuch a Preſumption; are 


they willing to be us'd ſo themſelves by 
their own Servants? By whom being 
abus'd and reproach'd, Do they eſteem 
it a ſufficient Excuſe for them, to ſay, 
they were in a Paſſion, or provok'd 
to what they did ? No, verily ; they are 
thought truly deſerving of Puniſhment 
for that Paſſion ; and he who murders a 
Man being thus out of his Senſes, is 
judged juſtly worthy of Death when he 
is ſober ; how then can we ſuppoſe that 
God will excuſe that in us, 'which we 

8 : condemn 


condemn in each other? But ſome there 


are, who preſently recal their raſh 


Speaking, with God forgive me; and 


then they think all is well, their Sin is 


pardon'd ! As though the great God was 
| pleas'd with empty Words and Blaſts of 
Wind, and for the ſake thereof, would 


Pardon Sins that require true Contritt- 
on, Sorrow of Heart, and Reformation : 
Remember that nothing but the Blood 


of Jeſus can expiate Sin, be thou there- 


fore always careful of ſuch Paſſion as is 
criminal, or of Words that are ſinfu', 
remembring, That by thy Words thou ſhalt 
be eithey juſtiſy d or condemn'd, but la- 
bour to let your Converſation be according 
to the Goſpel of Chriſt, and wall as be- 


_ cometh a Chriſtian, 


1 ithly. Before thy Elders and Supe- 
riors, ler thy Words be few, compreben- 
five, and well timed ; for otherwiſe they 
will not be heard, though never ſo much 
to the Purpoſe ; and be careful of being 
too haſty in anſwering, Yes, or No, to 
what is propoſed or asked, before you 


underſland it; neither is it prudent to 


ſpeak any Thing but what is the real 
Truth; leſt afterwards, you be obliged 
with Shame to recede from what you 
. . 
12thly, and La ſtly. In Matters of Dif- 


ficulty, and Need require, have Recourſe 


to a Friend; but be careful whom you 
truſt as ſuch, and get thee not to the 
Wicked ; he is no Friend to himſelf, 
and therefore he can be none to thee ; 
bur go to the righteous Man, whom 


thou knoweſt to keep the Command- 


ments, and will ſorrow with thee in thy 
Diſireſs, and readily aſſiſt thee in thy 
Neceſſity; yet be not too hafiy to be, 


| lieve every One to be your Friend who 


profeſſes bimſelf to be ſuch, for many 
have been miſerably deceiv'd hereby to 
their own Ruin: He who is difficult, or 
makes long Delays in performing Things 
promiſed or requeſted, eſpecially when 
they require neither much Time or Ex- 
pence, let his Pretences of Friendſhip 
towards you be what they will, yet be 
well aſſur'd that they are vain and worth» 
leſs, therefore regard them not : Nei- 


ther is that Advice to be much eſteemd 


which is given Arbitrarily, viz. Nor per- 


mitting you to Judge of its Reaſonable- 


neſs, but propheſying Injury upon irs 
being refuſed; the Signs are, Muſt, Shall, 
or Would, viz. You muſt do ſo and ſo, 
or you'll do amiſs : You hal follow my 
Advice, or you Il not proſper: I would 
have you conſider me as a Friend, and not 
trouble yourſelf about ſuch and ſuch a 
Thing, but obſerve my Counſel, and it 
will be well for you. This,” I ſay, is 
not to give Advice, but arbitrarily to 
impoſe a Command, and therefore ought 
no otherwiſe to be eſteem'd, than the 
Words of a Stranger upon good Exami- 


nation, appears to be uſeful or not: 


But he only gives true friendly Advice, 


which ſubmits it to the Judgment and 


Reaſon of the Perſon advis'd for his 
Approbation, and willingly hears any 
Objections that may be offer'd againſt 


it; but neither ought you ſo implicitly _ 


to follow any Advice whatſoever, with 
out firſt well conſidering it; and how 
truly ſoever given and earneſtly preſs'd, 
diſſuading from your Purpoſe, yet if the 
Reaſons of your Mind (which is wont to 
tell a Man more than ſeven Counſellers) 
declare for the Undertaking in View, 
and the, Conſequence be ſuch as warrants 


your Proceeding, as having a Tendency 


to promote the Honour of God, the 
Good of your Fellow Creatures, and your 
own Happineſs in Chriſt, through Grace; 
J fay, in ſuch Caſes, it is much more 
prudent for a Perſon to follow the Die- 
tates of his own Mind, than to hearken 
to the, Advice of others, and purſue his 
Undertaking with all Diligence and 


Care, ſeeking daily Direction and Sang 


ance from God, by whoſe Divine Spirit 
he is mov'd to what he does; neither 
ought he to be diſcourag'd at any Diffi- 
culty that may attend it : There is no- 
thing valuable to be obtain'd without 
much Labour and Induſtry ; neither are 
we to conſult our own Eaſe and Safety 
ſo much as the Honour of God, and the 
Good of our FellowCreatures : Doubtleſs 
Advice, when given thro” true Love and 
lincere AﬀeGions, is always deſerving 
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aſmuch as it is impoſſible for the Adviſer 
to know what God has put in the Heart 
of the Advis'd to do, no Friend ought 
therefore to be too preſſing in ſoliciting 
him to recede from his Undertaking, 
when it is perceiv'd he is very unwilling- 
ly drawn from it; leſt perhaps ſuch Ad- 
vice be found to ſtrive againſt God, and 
the Good of the Publick, which ought 
always to be of far greater Concern to 
us than our own Intereſt, or private 
Enjoyments. St. Peter, doubtleſs thought 
he gave great Teſtimony of his Love to 
Chriſt, by offering to defend bim againſt 
the approaching bitter Sufferings, he 
had then declar'd he ſhould ſhortly 
ſuffer at Feruſalem; Be it fav from thee, 
Lord, ſays he, this Hall not be unto 
thee : Which Words how kindly ſoever 
intended, yet being improper, and too 
earneſtly preſs'd, met with a ſevere Re- 
buke, Get thee behind me Satan, ſays 
Chriſt, thou art an Offence unto me; 
for thou ſa voureſt not the Things that by 
of God, but thoſe that be of Men, S. Mat. 
xvi. 22, 23. Likewiſe alſo, St. Paul 
complains much of the too preſſing Soli- 
Citations he met with, to recede from 
going to Feruſalem, becauſe of the 
Afflictions that there awaited him; 
What mean ye to weep, ſays he, and to 
brake mine Heart; for I am ready, not 
only to be bound, hut alſo to ſuffer Death 
at Jeruſalem for the Name of the Lord 
Feſus, Acts xxi. 13. Friends therefore 
would do well from hence to conſider, 
that it is not always from a Spirit of 
Oppoſition or Diſreſpect, that their Ad- 
vice is ſometimes refus'd, how well ſo- 


ever deſign'd or earnelily preſs'd; the 


Undertakiog, in View is for the Honour 
of God, and the Good of Mankind, and 
therefore muſt not be omitted. Theſe 
Things being remark'd, what remains, 
O Touth, but that you carefully reflect 
upon and conſider them; which with 
What has before been advis'd, in the 
preceeding Part hereof, is earnellly re- 


F 
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| Reſped for its kind Intention; but for-. 


commended to your Regard, beſeeching 
you carefully to obſerve and practice 
them; and then, you will moſt aſſured- 
ly find what I promis d to. be true, viz: 
Of becoming Great and Honourable ; for 
there is no Greatneſs, like being Good; 
and no Honour, like God's Eſteem: Is 
the Attendant of an Earthly Prince Hon- 
ourable? How much more the Servant 
of the Living God? Does that Office 
reflect Honour upon a Man, and beſpeak 
him Noble and Great, that is employ'd 
about Earthly Kings? How infinitely 
greater and more noble muſt he be, who 
is employ'd in Offices relating to the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords ? Ts 
it accounted a great Favour and Happi- 
neſs to be eſteem d by a Temporal Prince, 


and admitted into his Court? How un- 


ſpeakably greater and more noble is that 
Favour and Happineſs, of being efteem'd 
by the immortal God, and admitted into 
his heavenly Court! wherein are Joys 
larger than can be "conceiv'd, and as 
laſting as the Soul. 

Thus haye I ſhewn you the Way, of 
being Great, Honourable, and Noble, by 
being Good ; and beſeech you no longer 
to be a Child, by rejecting what is here 
advis d, but now become a Man, by 
obſerving it, and follow that which will 
make you a Saint ; which glorious Hap- 
pineſs, as I earneſtly long for myſelf, 
ſo do heartily wjſh it to thee: And may 
God, the Great and Good God, in the 
Knowledge of whom, all Happineſs con- 
fiſts, ſo enlighren our Minds by his Di- 
vine Grace, and aſſiſt us wi h his Holy 
Spirit, as that we may daily improve in 
the Knowledge and Practice of thoſe 
Things, as may procure us this ineſti- 
madle Felicity, and admit us into his 
eternal Kingdom, where is Fulneſs of 
Joy and Pleaſure for evermore: This is 
the humble Requeſt and hearty Prayer of 
your Servant in Chrift, and Brother in 
the Lord ; beſeeching you to join with 
me herein, by the hearty Aſſent of, 


Amen. | 
0 N 60 


